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You  Can  Own  a 
National  Treasure  Coin 

Over  the  past  35  years,  academic  institutions, 
governments,  and  United  Nations  conferences  have 
worked  to  define  "treasures  of  national  heritage." 
While  formal  criteria  for  defining  national  treasure 
have  not  been  universally  adopted,  they  tend  toward 
the  symbolic,  relatl  ig  the  treasure's  cultural  and  his¬ 
torical  significance  to  the  nation  as  a  whole.  World¬ 
wide,  most  national  treasures  tend  to  possess  the  fol¬ 
lowing  qualities. 

*  Symbolic  value  —  symbolic  of  a  nation  itself 

*  Extraordinary  intrinsic  and  monetary  value 

*  Unique  and  irreplaceable  to  the  nation 

*  Cultural  value  —  being  representative  of  a  sig¬ 
nificant  part  of  the  core  culture  of  the  nation 

*  Work  of  human  hands  as  a  form  of  cultural  ex¬ 
pression  of  the  nation 

*  Historical  significance  — tied  to  an  important 
historical  event  of  the  nation 

*  Inherent  aesthetic  value 

The  treasure  of  the  S.S.  Central  America  pos¬ 
sesses  all  of  these  qualities.  In  fact,  Life  magazine  re¬ 
ferred  to  it  as  "the  greatest  treasure  ever  found!" 

However,  unlike  many  treasures 
which  are  not  divisible,  this 
is  a  treasure  that  can  be 
shared  by  you  and  a  se¬ 
lect  few  throughout 
the  world.  Approxi¬ 
mately  5,200  of 
these  spectacular 
1857-S  double 
eagles  from  the 
S.S.  Central  America 
are  being  made 
available  for  you  to 
own,  enjoy,  and  proudly 
display  and  share  with 
friends  and  family. 


The  Ship  of  Gold 


The  Gold  Rush  in  California 

The  large-scale  discovery  of  gold  in  California 
in  1848  set  in  motion  a  westward  migration  the  equal 
of  which  had  never  been  seen. 

From  the  settlements  in  Jamestown  (Virginia) 
in  1607,  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Bay  in 
1620,  and  other 
outposts,  Europe¬ 
ans  and  other  im¬ 
migrants  during 
the  next  150  years 
built  what  be¬ 
came  the  United 
States.  By  1848, 
civilization  in  the 
refined  sense  ex¬ 
tended  along  the 
Eastern  Seaboard 
from  Florida  to 


Maine,  and  in¬ 
land  to,  perhaps,  St.  Louis.  Farther  west,  condi¬ 
tions  were  largely  primitive,  and  large  areas  re¬ 
mained  unexplored.  Within  the  space  of  a  decade 
this  would  change  dramatically.  California  would 
become  a  dynamic  state,  Oregon  and  Washington 
would  be  developed,  and  soon  thereafter,  Nevada 
would  undergo  vast  changes  including  achieving 
statehood. 

The  catalyst  was  gold. 

On  January  24, 1848,  the  new  era  began. 

Sutter's  sawmill  on  the  American  River  was  the 
site  of  the  gold  discovery  that  ignited  the  passions  of 
the  world.  On  January  24, 1848,  James  Marshall,  an 
employee  of  John  Sutter,  glimpsed  a  yellow  flake  in 
the  tail  race  of  the  newly  built  mill.  Historian  Hubert 
Howe  Bancroft,  chronicler  of  the  American  West, 
later  described  the  discovery:  "It  must  be  gold!  And 
the  mighty  secret  of  the  Sierra  stood  revealed.  1  he 
mighty  secret  could  not  be  contained,  and  within  a 
few  months  the  entire  territory  was  teeming  with 
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The  Ship  of  Gold 


gold  seekers;  the  seeds  had  been  sown  for  the  Gold 
Rush,  and  America  would  never  be  the  same. 


San  Francisco  and  the  San  Francisco  Mint 

Situated  in  a  large  protected  harbor,  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  became  the  focal  point  for  commercial  and  so¬ 


cial  activity  during  the  Gold  Rush.  It  offered  the 
amenities  of  moderate  climate  combined  with  ready 
access  to  interior  lands  by  steamer  or  wagon  and  of¬ 
fered  at  least  some  of  the  trappings  of  what  sojourn¬ 
ers  had  experienced  in  the  culture  of  the  East. 

Gold  Rush  miners  returned  to  San  Francisco 
with  their  earnings  from  the  Sierra  foothills.  In  the 
city,  mercantile  establishments  and  services  ex¬ 
panded,  and  beginning  in  1849,  the  economy  grew 
by  leaps  and  bounds.  In  the  city  in  the  1850s,  money 
more  often  than  not  was  in  the  form  of  gold  coins, 

usually  of  larger  denomina¬ 
tions.  Such  coins  were  carried 
aboard  ships  out  of  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  usually  connecting  over 
land  at  Panama,  with  Atlantic 
Ocean  ships.  From  that  point, 
golden  treasure  from  California 
reached  the  cities  and  markets 
of  New  York,  London,  and  else¬ 
where.  The  arrival  of  a  gold¬ 
laden  ship  in  New  York  City 
was  always  an  occasion  for 
excitement.  However,  one 
ship  in  particular  never  ar¬ 
rived... 

Meanwhile  in  San  Fran 
cisco,  the  mint  opened  for  busi 
ness  in  1854,  at  the  peak  of  the  fabulous  Gold 
Rush.  From  then  onward,  it  became  the  fo¬ 
cal  point  for  converting  precious  gold 
bullion  into  coin  form.  The  large  $20  de¬ 
nomination  was  especially  desired  for 


Gold  Mining  in  California 

On  May  1,  1848,  the  Californian  newspaper 
closed  its  doors,  as  all  the  employees  had  headed  for 
the  Sierras,  noting  in  farewell: 

The  whole  country,  from  San  Francisco  to  Los 
Angeles,  and  from  the  seashore  to  the  base  of  the  Si¬ 
erra  Nevada,  resounds  with  the  sordid  cry  of  gold! 
Gold!  GOLD!-while  the  field  is  left  half  planted,  the 
house  half  built,  and  ev¬ 
erything  neglected  but  the 
manufacture  of  picks  and 
shovels... 


The  story  was  much 
the  same  elsewhere. 

Within  the  ‘'next  few 
months,  carpenters  laid 
down  their  tools,  cooks 
discarded  their  ladles, 
shopkeepers  locked  their 
doors,  ranchers  departed 
and  their  livestock  ran 
wild,  and  all  kinds  of 
tradesmen  went  to  the 
"diggins." 

Dozens  of  little  settle¬ 
ments  sprung  up  in  the 
foothills,  some  to  disappear  within  a  year  or  two 
leaving  hardly  a  trace.  The  spirit  and  hardship  of  the 
time  were  reflected  in  such  place  names  as  Skunk 
Gulch,  Gitup  and  Git,  Lousy  Ravine,  Brandy  Gulch, 
Puke  Ravine  and  Gouge  Eye. 

In  the  very  early  days  of  the  gold  camps,  hon¬ 
esty  and  hard  work  prevailed.  Valuables  were  left 
unattended  in  tents  and  cabins  while  the  owners 
were  at  the  "diggins."  By  1849,  many  ne'er-do-wells, 
outlaws,  sharpers,  and  other  undesirable  men  came 
to  the  towns  to  live  off  whatever  spoils  they  could 
find.  Disaffected  miners  who  found  only  a  few  cents' 
worth  of  gold  in  a  day,  or  none  at  all,  became  ren¬ 
egades.  Offenders,  when  caught,  were  often  sub¬ 
jected  to  justice  performed  on  the  spot  by  angry 
townspeople,  with  the  sentence  being  a  bullet  or 
rope.  Meanwhile  tons  of  gold  was  being  found,  pro¬ 
cessed,  and  converted  to  coin. 
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From  San  Francisco,  these  coins  are  shipped  to 
different  places  in  the  United  States  and,  indeed,  the 
world.  In  the  days  before  the  completion  of  the 
Transcontinental  Railroad  (which  occurred  in  1869), 
the  safest,  easiest  way  to  transport  items  of  value 
was  by  ship,  from  San  Francisco  south  to  Panama, 
across  49  miles  of  land  by  the  Panama  Railroad,  con¬ 
necting  on  the  Atlantic  Ocean  with  a  ship  to  carry  the 
precious  treasure  onward. 

In  this  instance,  the  ship  is  the  280-foot 
sidewheel  steamer,  S.S.  Central  America,  commanded 
by  Captain  William  Lewis  Herndon.  On  September 
3,  1857,  477  passengers  and  101  crew  members  go 
aboard  at  Panama,  while  in  the  hold  a  fantastic  pre¬ 
cious  cargo  of  thousands  of  freshly  minted  gold 
coins  and  hundreds  of  gold  bars  is  safely  stored. 

The  voyage  promises  to  be  a  great  one  — with 
sunny  skies,  calm  seas,  and  tropical  breezes.  The  first 
stop  is  Havana,  Cuba,  where  new  provisions  are  se¬ 
cured  and  a  few  passengers  are  exchanged.  Then,  on 
to  New  York  — the  financial  capital  of  the  United 
States,  the  most  important  city  in  the  nation.  In  the 
port  bankers  and,  indeed,  the  Treasury  Department's 
own  Assay  Office  eagerly  await  the  coins  en  route. 


Disaster  Strikes 

Unexpectedly,  a  gale  arose  on  Wednesday,  Sep¬ 
tember  9th,  but  no  need  for  alarm  —  storms  are  pass¬ 
ing,  and  it  would  only  be  a  matter  of  time  until  this 
one  was  gone,  and  calm  seas  and  sunny  skies  would 
return.  However,  that  would  not  be  the  case,  the  wind 
increased  in  intensity,  and  before  long  waves  were  10 
feet,  20  feet,  or  even  higher  — and  consternation 
reigned  among  the  passengers. 

Friday,  September  11,  was  a  turning  point  — the 
S.S.  Central  America  was  clearly  in  distress,  was  tak¬ 
ing  on  large  amounts  of  water,  the  sails  were  in 

shreds,  and  the  passengers 
were  at  wit's  end.  At  noon,  the 
fire  under  the  starboard  boiler 
went  out,  and,  with  steam  pres¬ 
sure  lost,  the  starboard  engine 
and  paddlewheel  stopped  turn¬ 
ing.  With  no  steam  pressure  the 
pumps  necessary  to  combat  the 
flooding  were  useless.  Com¬ 
mander  Herndon  ordered  all 
the  men  on  board  to  assist  in 
bailing  the  ship. 

The  next  day,  Saturday, 
September  12,  the  end  seemed 
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use  in  important  transactions,  and  many  are  the  his¬ 
torical  accounts  involving  them.  However,  they  were 
so  valuable  in  their  day,  that  precious  few  were  ever 
saved  as  souvenirs.  Instead,  they  were  used  as  they 
were  meant  to  be— in  circulation,  in  the  export  trade, 
in  banks,  and  elsewhere.  The  typical  San  Francisco 
Mint  $20  piece  became  quite  worn  after  even  a  few 
months  in  circulation. 

While  double  eagles  were 
made  at  the  Philadelphia  and 
New  Orleans  mints  during  the 
1850s,  it  is  the  San  Francisco 
Mint  issues  that  are  the  most  his¬ 
toric,  most  romantic  — as  the 
Mint  and  these  coins  came  from 
the  prime  city  of  the  Gold  Rush. 
Each  coin  is  distinguished  by  a 
special  "S"  mintmark  on  the  re¬ 
verse,  below  the  tail  of  the  eagle, 
signifying  it  as  an  authentic 
specimen. 
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The  Voyage  of  the 
Central  America 
The  time  is  1857,  and  the 
place  is  San  Francisco.  The  Gold 
Rush,  not  quite  a  decade  old, 
continues  to  pour  forth  a  stream 
of  the  world's  most  admired, 
most  precious,  most  valuable 
metal  — sparkling  gold  in  the 
form  of  nuggets  and  ore.  One  of 
the  busiest  places  in  the  city  is 
the  San  Francisco  Mint,  in  opera¬ 
tion  since  1854.  And,  most  activ¬ 
ity  there  is  focused  on  minting 
$20  gold  coins. 
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inevitable.  By  good  fortune,  the  barque  Ellen  was  in  where  the  group  was  headquartered,  but  also  imply¬ 
ing  adventure,  was  formed. 

An  old  Canadian  icebreaker,  the  Arctic  Dis¬ 
coverer,  was  outfitted  with  state-of-the-art  elec¬ 
tronic  equipment,  side-search  sonar,  and  other 
j  sophisticated  gear.  The  Nemo,  an  undersea  ro- 
]  hot  specially  designed  for  historic  shipwreck 
1  excavation,  was  employed  for  the  deep-water 
search,  and  all  involved  had  high  hopes.  Af¬ 
ter  tremendous  efforts,  excite¬ 
ment,  special  teamwork,  and  a 
new  set  of  adventures  on  the  high 
sea,  on  September  11, 1987,  almost 
130  years  exactly  from  the  date  of 
her  demise,  the  wreck  of  the  Cen¬ 
tral  America  was  located! 

Then  began  the  careful  pro¬ 
cess  of  recovery,  employing  meth¬ 
ods  whereby  each  coin,  each  arti¬ 
fact,  was  carefully  and  individually 
handled  by  a  remote  device  on  the 
floor  of  the  sea,  put  in  a  special  con¬ 
tainer,  brought  to  the  surface,  and 
conserved.  Amazingly,  the  coins  sur¬ 
vived  without  a  scratch!  Today,  each 
and  everv  piece  is  in  the  same  condi¬ 
tion  as  it  was  in  September  1857  — a 
virtual  gold  treasure  time  capsule! 
The  ensuing  decade  was  spent  in 
studying  the  artifacts,  resolving  legal  matters  with 
the  successors  to  the  insurers  of  the  wreck  long  ago, 
and  other  matters  — including  the  preparation  of  sev¬ 
eral  books.  The  first  was  Judy 
Conrad's  Story  of  An  Ameri¬ 
can  Tragedy:  Survivors'  Ac¬ 
counts  of  the  Sinking  of  the 
Steamship  Central  America,  fol- 
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the  offing,  and  the  Marine  was  not  too  far  dis¬ 
tant,  and  amid  tumultuous 
seas,  a  few  lucky  passen-  T 
gers,  mainly  women  and 
children  were  able  to  leave 
the  foundering  Central 
America  and  seek  what 
seemed  to  be  safety  else¬ 
where.  Meanwhile,  hundreds 
of  people  wondered  what 
would  happen  next.  At  8:00 
pm,  the  ship  shuddered,  the 
seas  began  to  close  over  her 
decks,  and  within  minutes  the 
Central  America  was  no  more. 

Soon,  the  news  of  the  trag¬ 
edy  reached  the  mainland.  Noth-  till  ii  *  ^ 

ing  like  this  had  ever  happened  before  LIVES  8AVEB 

to  an  American  passenger  ship,  nor  had 
an  equivalent  quantity  of  precious  gold 
coins  ever  gone  to  the  bottom  of  the 
sea.  In  time,  those  who  were  saved  by 
the  Ellen  and  the  Marine  told  their  sto¬ 
ries— of  heroism,  of  Captain  Herndon 
standing  on  the  paddlewheel  box  as 
his  ship  went  down  under  him,  of 
men,  women,  and  children  struggling 
in  the  hopeless  effort  to  bale  water  from  the  holds  be¬ 
low.  Ultimately,  153  people  were  rescued  and  an  esti¬ 
mated  425  died. 

The  gold?  Thousands  of  feet  below  the  surface 
at  an  unknown  location  somewhere  off  the  coast  of 
the  Carolinas,  it  came  to  rest  with  the  ship  and  other 
contents.  In  time,  funerals  were  held,  insurance 
claims  were  paid,  and  the  Central  America  was  com¬ 
pletely  forgotten— almost. 

The  Treasure  is  Found  and 
Recovered 

Fast  forward  to  1981,  when 
Tommy  Thompson  and  associates  set 
out  to  find  the  United  States  Mail 
Steamship,  Central  America.  After 
years  of  diligent  research  in  printed 
archives,  the  consulting  of  maps,  ma¬ 
rine  explorations,  and  gathering  of 
funds,  an  effort  was  made  to  see  if  the 
treasure  could  be  found.  The  Colum- 
bus-America  Discovery  Group,  clev¬ 
erly  named  after  the  city  in  Ohio 
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lowed  in  1998  by  Gary  Kinder's  best-selling  Ship  of 
Gold,  and,  most  recently,  a  spectacular  color  volume  by 
Tommy  Thompson  himself,  America's  Lost  Treasure.  All 
was  set  for  making  the  coins  available  to  the  public! 

The  time  is  now.  The  coins  are  available.  This  is 
your  opportunity! 


Numismatic  Importance  of  the 
Treasure  Coins 


Double  eagles,  America's  largest,  most  valuable, 
and  most  impressive  regular  gold  coin  denomina¬ 
tion,  were  first  minted  in  1850.  From  that  time  until 
the  last  year  of  production,  1933,  they  served  as  the 
major  store  of  value  for  the  Treasury  Department,  for 
use  in  international  transactions,  and  other  situations 
in  which  large  amounts  of  money  were  involved  or 
needed  to  be  transported.  In  later  years,  after  the 
1870s,  large  amounts  of  Uncirculated  (mint  fresh) 
double  eagles  were  shipped  to  Europe,  South 
America,  and  elsewhere,  and  in  many  instances  were 
preserved  for  later  generations  to  enjoy.  Today,  there 
are  quite  a  few  dates  and  mintmarks  of  the  late  19th 
and  early  20th  centuries  that  exist  in  quantity. 

Not  so  for  early  double  eagles.  Those  of  the 
1850s  — minted  during  the  Gold  Rush  — for  the  most 
part  have  disappeared  through  loss,  (including  ship¬ 
wreck-important  here!),  melting  down  at  the  Mint 
to  replace  with  later  designs,  and  other  situations. 
Today,  collectors  realize  that  double  eagles  from  the 
early  years  of  mintage  — the  1850s  — are  among  the 
most  valuable,  most  desirable,  and  most  exciting  of 
all  United  States  gold  coins. 

Millions  of  collectors,  historians,  and  others  en¬ 
joy  gold  coins,  but  until  now  the  number  of  gorgeous 
Uncirculated  $20  pieces  from  the  1850s  was  so  small 
that  only  a  few  could  ever  hope  to  own  even  a  single 
one.  Indeed,  some  of  the  finest  collections  ever 
formed  lacked  examples  of  choice  pieces. 


How  to  Order  Your  1857-S  Double  Eagles 
from  the  S.S.  Central  America 

Now  you  can  be  the  proud  owner  of  one  of 
America's  greatest  historical  and  rare  coin  trea¬ 
sures— a  spectacular  1857-S  $20 
gold  piece  that  was  lost 
aboard  the  sidewheel 
steamer  S.S.  Central  America 
on  September  12, 1857. 

The  coins  from  the 
Central  America  are  unique 
in  terms  of  their  quality, 


availability,  and 
pedigree.  Accord¬ 
ingly,  each  piece 
has  been  carefully 
examined,  and  en¬ 
capsulated  in  a  spe¬ 
cially  numbered 
PCGS  holder  that  is 
unique  to  each  coin. 

Moreover,  each 
piece  comes  with  a 
signed  Guarantee 
of  Authenticity  at¬ 
testing  to  the  fact 
that  it  was  one  of 
the  pieces  recov¬ 
ered  from  the 
wreck  of  the  S.S.  Central  America  by  the  Columbus- 
America  Discovery  Group.  And  each  piece  comes  in 
a  special  presentation  case  that  presents  the  coin  in  a 
magnificent  display  holder  with  several  illustrated 
pages  highlighting  important  historical  events. 

The  1857-S  double  eagles  are  available  in  a  wide 
range  of  grades,  including  choice  and  gem  Mint 
State  — sparkling,  lustrous,  and  beautiful  — almost  as 
nice  as  the  very  day  they  were  minted  from  Gold 
Rush  metal  in  San  Francisco  in  1857!  These  magnifi¬ 
cent  coins  are  at  once  a  tangible  link  to  history,  a  nu¬ 
mismatic  item  of  great  interest  and  importance,  and 
part  of  the  simply  incredible  national  treasure  repre¬ 
sented  by  the  S.S.  Central  America.  Call  1-800-222- 
5993  and  speak  with  Gail  Watson  to  reserve  one  in 
your  name.  Once  these  pieces  are  sold,  your  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  share  in  this  national  treasure  will  be  lost. 
Only  a  limited  number  in  each  grade  range  are  avail¬ 
able  so  we  encourage  you  to  act  quickly. 


Being  part  of  salvaged  treasure  trove,  the  final 
availability  of  these  coins  cannot  be  guaranteed.  Given 
the  extraordinary  nature  of  this  offering,  the  demand  for 
these  coins  may  well  exceed  the  number  of  coins  avail¬ 
able.  For  these  reasons.  Bowers  and  Merena  Research 
cannot  guarantee  the  availability  of  these  coins  to  each 
prospective  purchaser.  Be  assured,  however,  that  Bow¬ 
ers  and  Merena  Research  will  fill  orders  on  a  first  come 
first  serve  basis  once  the  coins  are  available.  Should  un¬ 
foreseen  events  occur  and  an  unusual  delay  in  availabil¬ 
ity  occur,  all  prospective  buyers  will  be  notified.  No 
credit  card  will  be  charged  until  we  are  in  receipt  of  the 
coin  for  shipment.  Each  coin  comes  with  the  Bowers 
and  Merena  100%  guarantee  of  satisfaction  and  mav  be 
returned  within  7  days  of  receipt  for  any  reason.  Prices 
are  subject  to  change. 
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From  Dave's  Desk 


Gold  coins  from  the  S.S.  Central 
America  form  the  focus  of  the  previous  five 
pages  in  this  issue.  Over  5,200  1857-S  double 
eagles  were  recovered  from  about  8,000  feet 
below  the  surface  of  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  by 
the  Columbus-America  Discovery  Group, 
and  after  years  of  court  cases,  are  now  avail¬ 
able  for  sale.  I  have  bought  one  myself,  a 
somewhat  lower  priced  choice  Mint  State, 
and  plan  to  have  it  mounted  in  a  special 
frame,  along  with  accompanying  material, 
for  display  on  my  office  wall -right  next  to 
the  MS-62  1865-S  $20  I  purchased  from  the 
S.S.  Brother  Jonathan  sale  we  held  nearly  a 
year  ago. 

1  love  coins  and  I  love  coin  stories.  For 
much  of  the  past  year  I  and  about  a  half 
dozen  other  research  assistants  have  been 
delving  into  old  catalogues,  newspapers, 
Treasury  reports,  and  other  sources.  Along 
the  way,  many  new  things  have  been  discov¬ 
ered  or  re-discovered.  Here  is  a  sample  news¬ 
paper  article  published  a  few  days  after  the 
brand-new  gold  dollar  made  its  debut.  The 
venue  was  the  New  York  Weekly  Tribune,  NY, 
Saturday,  May  19, 1849: 

THE  GOLD  DOLLAR.  It  has  come  at  last! 
Adams  &  Co.'s  Express  brought  on  the  9th 
from  Philadelphia  several  of  the  glittering  di¬ 
minutive  gold  drops,  and  through  this  source 
we  are  indebted  for  a  sight  of  it. . . . 

In  size  it  is  somewhat  larger  than  a  Tuscan 
quattrino  (one-sixth  of  a  cent)  which  you  never 
find  again  after  you  drop  it  into  your  pocket,  but 
it  isconsiderahly  smaller  than  a  half-dime,  here¬ 
tofore  the  smallest  of  all  American  coinage.  The 
dies  are  exquisitely  cut,  which  accounts  for  the 
length  of  time  in  preparing  them. 

The  gold  dollar  is  undoubtedly  the  neatest, 
tiniest,  lightest  coin  in  this  country,  if  not  — 
value  considered -in  any  other.  There  is  no 
"hard  money"  feeling  about  it.  It  is  too  delicate 
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and  beautiful  to  pay  out  for  potatoes,  and 
sauerkraut,  and  salt  pork.  Oberon  might  have 
paid  Puck  with  it  for  bringing  the  blossom 
which  bewitched  Titania.  Ladies  might  wear 
one  pendant  in  each  ear,  or  a  number  of  them 
as  a  bandeau,  like  the  women  of  the  Greek  Ar¬ 
chipelago.  The  only  objection  they  could  have 
would  be  that  rival  belles  could  tell  the  exact 
value  of  their  parure. 

The  principal  convenience  of  the  gold  dollar 
consists  in  its  adaptation  for  making  small  re¬ 
mittances  by  letter.  In  this  respect  it  will  no 
doubt  have  a  wide  circulation.  Its  appearance 
strengthens  our  original  notion  that  the  little 
dollar  will  prove  a  great  favorite.  In  spite  of  the 
poets,  we  all  have  a  weakness  for  the  "shining 
dross/'  while  very  few  are  able  to  indulge  it 
otherwise  than  Homeopathically. 

The  Gold  Dollar  therefore  meets  a  universal 
want,  and  will  be  generally  welcome. 

Wherefore,  gentlemen  of  the  Mint!  Be 
pleased  to  "shell  out!" 

What  an  auspicious  welcome! 

Now,  let  me  pose  this  question:  If  you 
presently  own  an  1849  gold  dollar,  or  plan  to 
buy  one,  doesn't  this  article  contribute  a  great 
deal  to  its  desirability  and  interest? 

The  best  way  to  learn  about  coins  is  also 
the  cheapest  way  — much  better  than  the  trial- 
and-error  method  of  buying  something,  then 
thinking  about  it  later.  The  little  secret  is 
simple:  Buy  books!  A  numismatic  library  is 
your  best  investment.  I  realize  that  the  word 
library  is  somewhat  formidable,  and  what  I 
mean  is  a  numismatic  bookshelf  or  two.  As  a 
good  starter,  I  recommend  Walter  Breen's  Com¬ 
plete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  and  Colonial  Coins.  It  is 
a  good  jumping-off  spot.  Check  our  Books  for 
Sale  section,  pick  out  some  interesting  titles, 
and  spend  a  couple  hundred  dollars  on 
books  — with  the  assurance  if  there  is  even  a 
single  volume  you  don't  like,  you  can  send  it 
back  within  30  days! 
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Now,  about  coins  themselves.  This  issue 
of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  offers  many  interesting 
coins,  from  colonials,  half  cents,  and  large  cents 
through  nickel  and  silver  pieces,  into  gold  and 
commemoratives.  Each  coin  comes  with  our 
money-back  guarantee  of  satisfaction.  If  this  is 
your  first  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review,  I  suggest 
that  you  send  us  a  trial  order.  Sooner  or  later,  a 
lot  of  newcomers  "discover"  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries -and  once  they  do,  they  tend 
to  be  customers  for  a  long  time.  The  reason  is 
simple:  we  offer  quality  and  value. 

Look  through  this  issue  carefully,  pick 
out  the  coins  and  books  that  interest  you  the 
most,  then  telephone,  e-mail,  fax,  or  mail  your 
order  to  Gail  Watson  or  Janet  Lavertue  (coins)  or 
Mary  Tocci  (books).  Before  you  know  it,  some 
really  beautiful  coins  and  very  interesting  books 
will  be  in  your  mailbox! 

Enjoy  the  Rare  Coin  Review.  Let  it  be 
your  passport  to  what  has  been  called  "the 
world's  greatest  hobby."  From  deep  in  the  heart 
of  traditional  New  England  we  are  eager  to  help 
you  with  your  collection  — whether  you  live  a 
hundred  miles  away  or  on  the  other  side  of  the 
world.  We  have  a  good  time  with  what  we  do, 
and  I  like  to  think  you  will  have  a  good  time  as 
a  Bowers  and  Merena  customer. 

Sincerely, 

Q.  David  Bowers 


Subscribe  Today! 

A  12-month  subscription  to  the  Rare  Com  Re¬ 
view,  and  The  Coin  Collector,  plus  five  Grand  For¬ 
mat  M  auction  catalogues  produced  bv  Auctions  bv 
Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc.  (with  prices  realized),  and 
special  offers  and  mailings.  A  value  of  over  $300  if 
purchased  separately! 

Domestic  Subscription . $145.00 
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Colonial,  Copper  &  Nickel  Coins 


Colonial  and  Early 
American  Coins 

Colonials  include  coins  and  tokens  made  in  early 
America  as  a  medium  of  exchange,  tokens  made  in 
Great  Britain  for  use  in  our  young  nation,  and  com¬ 
memorative  items  including  tokens  depicting  George 
Washington.  These  have  always  been  of  prime  inter¬ 
est  here  at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  and  over  the 
years  we  have  handled  our  share,  and  perhaps  even 
more,  of  notable  collections  and  prime  rarities. 

In  this  issue  we  offer  a  nice  selection  of  varied 
pieces,  including  examples  of  high  quality,  each  guar¬ 
anteed  to  please. 

Basic  information:  The  field  of  colonial  and  early 
American  coins  includes  many  different  issues.  The 
Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins  is  as  good  a  passport 
as  any  to  gaining  basic  knowledge.  Beyond  that, 
Walter  Breen's  Complete  Encyclopedia  ofU.S.  and  Colo¬ 
nial  Coins  offers  much  information  between  two 
covers,  and  at  a  reasonable  price  (check  our  Books  for 
Sale  section).  Further,  if  your  interest  becomes  spe¬ 
cialized,  there  are  a  number  of  excellent  monographs 
and  studies,  some  of  which  are  out  of  print  and  oth¬ 
ers  which  are  easily  obtainable.  If  you  are  interested 
in  history,  an  absolute  must  is  Sylvester  S.  Crosby's 
1875  work,  The  Early  Coins  of  America,  available  in  re¬ 
print  form. 

A  Lovely  1652  Pine  Tree  Shilling 
Noe-30 


1652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Silver  Pine  Tree 
shilling.  Noe-30.  VF-35  (PCGS).  69.9  grains.  Small 
planchet.  A  direct  link  with  the  first  English-re¬ 
lated  colonial  mint  in  the  New  World,  this  histori¬ 
cally  important  issue  was  coined  in  Boston  by 

order  of  Mintmaster  John  Hull . 3,495 

1723  Wood's  Hibernia  farthing  (1/4  of  a  penny). 
Breen-172.  DEI.  GRATIA.  REX.  EF-45.  An  attrac¬ 
tive  example  with  traces  of  lustre  remaining. 
These  pieces  were  struck  in  quantity  and  intended 


to  be  circulated  in  Ireland  (Hibernia  is  the  ancient 
word  for  Ireland),  but  some  accounts  state  that 
quantities  were  shipped  to  America;  hence  they  are 
collected  with  the  American  series  today . 385 

1783  Nova  Constellatio  copper.  Crosby-la,  Breen- 

1106.  Pointed  Rays,  Large  US.  VF-30.  Medium 

brown  surfaces.  Die  break  in  the  reverse  rays  be¬ 
neath  ATIO,  typical  for  this  variety . 525 

These  pieces  are  said  to  have  been  struck  in  England 
and  imported  in  quantity  to  the  United  States.  For  a  time  there 
was  a  mini-movement,  spurred  by  Walter  Breen,  to  call  these 
"Constellatio  Nova"  coins,  but  the  Nova  Constellatio  nomen¬ 
clature  seems  to  be  preferred. 

1783  Nova  Constellatio  copper.  Crosby-2b,  Breen- 

1107.  Pointed  Rays,  Small  US.  VF-20.  Smooth 

medium  brown  surfaces  show  a  touch  of  olive. 
An  attractive  example  of  a  popular  type  from 
among  the  fascinating  copper  issues  of  this  de¬ 
cade . 495 

1787  Connecticut  copper.  Maris33.39-Sl.  Draped 
Bust  Left.  EF-45.  Light  brown.  Some  original 
planchet  surface  characteristics  are  still  visible  on 
the  high  points.  Outstanding  quality . 695 

Outstanding  Bar  Cent 


Undated  (c.  1785)  Bar  cent.  Breen-1145.  AU-55 

(PCGS).  Lustrous  and  pleasing  brown  surfaces. 
Monogram  USA  on  one  side  with  13  horizontal 
stripes  on  the  other.  These  Bar  coppers,  patterned 
after  colonial  uniform  buttons,  have  become  quite 

elusive  in  today's  market . 5,495 

1789  Mott  token.  Breen-1020.  Thick  planchet.  Plain 
edge.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Glossy  medium  brown  sur¬ 
faces.  Some  reverse  striking  weakness  at  the  cen¬ 
ter,  as  nearly  always  seen  for  this  variety. 
Intermediate  die  state  with  a  cud  attached  to  the 
upper  left  edge  of  the  clock  but  not  yet  affecting 
the  D  (GOLD) . 875 

Mott  notes:  In  several  venues  we  have  expressed  the 
opinion  that  there  is  a  likelihood  that  the  1789-dated  Mott 
tokens  may  represent  pieces  struck  at  a  later  date,  such  as  1839, 
this  being  the  golden  anniversary  of  the  firm's  1789  founding. 
We  were  led  to  believe  that  a  Mott  token  exists  that  was  made 
by  striking  over  an  1839  United  States  copper  cent  I  lowever, 


upon  further  investigation,  the  overstrike  has  failed  to 
materialize,  and  we  are  now  told  that  it  is  not  an  overstrike 
at  all.  Thus,  our  current  thought  is  that  the  1789-dated  Mott 
token  was  made  no  earlier  than  1807,  as  the  eagle  design 
seems  to  be  copied  from  the  eagle  first  used  on  $5  gold  coins 
of  this  year. 

It  is  worth  noting  that  in  many  early  citations  we 
have  encountered,  including  Bushnell's  1858  work  on  to¬ 
kens  and  W.  Elliot  Woodward's  catalogues  of  the  1860s, 
there  are  no  allusions  to  the  1789  Mott  token  being  of  a  later 
date  than  1789. 

Splendid  Kentucky  Cent 

Undated  (c.1792)  Kentucky  cent.  Breen-1155.  Plain 
edge.  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  A  splendid  specimen 
of  this  popular  variety;  the  edge  style  usually 
seen . 1,495 

Undated  (c.1792)  Kentucky  cent.  Breen-1157. 
Lancaster  edge.  MS-63  BN.  153.9  grains.  PAY¬ 
ABLE  IN  LANCASTER  LONDON  OR  BRISTOL 
on  edge.  Several  times  scarcer  than  the  plain  edge 
variety . 1,095 

The  name  of  this  token  is  derived  from  the  position  of 
the  initial  K  at  the  top  of  the  pyramid  design  on  the  reverse.  For 
a  long  time  in  American  numismatics  such  pieces  were  called 
"triangle  cents." 

Undated  (c.1792)  Kentucky  cent.  Type  of  Breen-1156 
to  1158.  Lancaster  edge.  MS-60  RB  (PCGS).  Edge 
lettered  PAYABLE  IN  LANCASTER  LONDON 
OR  BRISTOL.  An  exceptionally  nice  example  with 
a  generous  quotient  of  original  mint  red.  Rare  so 
fine! . 985 

Ironically,  to  see  the  lettered  edge  of  this  token  you  will 
have  to  break  it  out  of  its  PCGS  holder! 


Ask  to  See  It! 

Any  colonial  coin  listed  here  can  be 
sent  to  you  for  approval  inspection.  In 
that  way  you  can  carefully  examine  all 
aspects  of  the  piece.  These  early  coins 
are  very  attractive  and  interesting,  and 
often  in-person  inspection  is  more  re¬ 
vealing  than  are  short  descriptions  in 
the  present  listing. 

Each  coin  has  been  selected  by  your 
editor  (QDB),  Mark  Borckardt,  Gail 
Watson,  Frank  Van  Valen,  or  Ray 
Merena  based  upon  its  eye  appeal, 
overall  quality,  and  value. 


b 


April  May  2(XX)/ Rare  Gwi  RtTictc  #1  U 


Colonial,  Copper,  and  Nickel  Coins  for  Sale 


Half  Cents 

This  denomination  provides  a  wonderful  series 
for  the  collector  interested  in  early  issues  of  our  na¬ 
tion.  Beginning  in  the  very  first  year  of  coinage  at  the 
young  Philadelphia  Mint,  these  small  coins  were 
struck  intermittently  through  1857.  Although  special¬ 
ists  have  spent  large  sums  collecting  varieties  in 
higher  grade  and  Proof-only  issues,  a  nice  represen¬ 
tation  of  dates  and  types  can  be  acquired  for  a  modest 
sum. 

Aside  from  Walter  Breen's  essential  Complete  En¬ 
cyclopedia  ofU.S.  and  Colonial  Coins,  other  important 
references  include  the  same  author's  Encyclopedia  of 
United  States  Half  Cents,  1793-1857,  and  American  Half 
Cents  by  RogerS.  Cohen,  Jr.  Both  specialized  volumes 
serve  the  collector,  Walter  Breen's  for  the  specialist 
contains  virtually  everything  you  may  want  to  know 
about  the  denomination;  Roger  Cohen's  for  the  less 
advanced  collector,  concentrating  on  circulation 
strike  varieties.  A  recent  entry  is  The  Half  Cent  Die 
State  Book  by  Ronald  P.  Manley,  directed  at  the  ad¬ 
vanced  student,  however,  also  containing  valuable 
information  for  the  more  casual  variety  collector. 

Important  1793  Half  Cent 


1793  Breen-2,  Cohen-2.  VF-35.  Important  as  the  first 
year  of  issue  for  this  denomination  and  the  only 
year  of  type.  Quite  well  struck,  with  attractive 
glossy  brown  surfaces.  A  winner  both  in  terms  of 
numerical  grade  and  eye  appeal,  and  the  price  is 
very  reasonable,  probably  $1,000  to  $2,000  less 
than  others  might  ask . 9,500 

Superb  1800  Half  Cent 


1800  B-lb,  C-l.  Die  State  III.  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  First 
year  of  the  Draped  Bust  design.  Simply  put,  an 
outstanding  coin  in  all  respects.  Nicely  struck  for 
the  date,  well  centered,  and  attractive.  The  glossy 
chocolate  brown  surfaces  display  wisps  of  red  iri¬ 
descence  in  the  protected  areas.  This  lovely  near¬ 
gem  coin  is  easily  deserving  of  the  assigned 


grade,  and  then  some.  Quality,  this  is  it! . 6,350 

1804  B-6,  C-6.  Raritv-2.  Spiked  Chin.  VF-25.  Manley 
State  9.0 . 295 


This  variety  is  arguably  the  most  fascinating  of  any 
early  American  coin,  owing  to  the  reverse  rim  breaks.  Some 
examples  are  known  only  with  light  die  cracks,  occasionally 


almost  imperceptible.  Others  are  known  with  half  of  the 
reverse  border  broken  away.  A  long  progression  of  intermedi¬ 
ate  die  dates  are  known  with  a  few  serious  students  specializ¬ 


ing  in  this  single  variety. 

1804  B-6,  C-6.  Rarity-2.  Spiked  Chin.  F-15.  Manley 

State  11.0 . 135 

1804  B-9,  C-10.  Crosslet  4,  With  Stems.  EF-45.  Medium 

brown  with  splashes  of  lighter  tan . 475 

1804  B-10,  C-13.  Plain  4,  No  Stems.  VF-30 . 135 


1804  B-ll,  C-l 2.  Crosslet  4,  No  Stems.  VF-30 .  275 

Beautiful  Mint  State  1806  Half  Cent 

1806  B-4,  C-4.  Large  6,  With  Stems.  MS-63  RB 

(PCGS).  Lustrous  and  beautiful.  Ideal  for  a  tvpe 
set  or  specialized  cabinet . 1,995 

Mint  State  1806  B-4  Half  Cent 
1806  B-4,  C-4.  Large  6,  With  Stems.  MS-62  RB 

(PCGS).  Light  obverse  spots  and  central  planchet 


adjustment  marks  noted . 1,750 

1807  B-l,  C-l.  EF-40.  A  high  grade  for  this  date,  as  1807 
half  cents  are  usually  seen  well  worn . 375 


1809/6  B-5,  C-5. 9  in  date  over  earlier  inverted  9  ("6"). 
AU-55.  First  year  of  John  Reich's  so-called  Classic 
Head  design  (which  had  been  used  a  year  earlier 

on  the  copper  cent) . 495 

John  Reich  joined  the  Mint  staff  in  1807  and  immedi¬ 
ately  went  to  work  preparing  new  coinage  designs,  eventually 
revising  every  denomination.  A  few,  such  as  the  half  dime  and 
quarter  denominations,  were  not  produced  until  several  years 
later.  All  other  denominations  had  new  designs  introduced 
between  1807  and  1809.  The  order  of  new  designs  gives  us  a 
clue  as  to  importance  of  each  denomination.  Half  dollars  and 
half  eagles  had  new  designs  prepared  in  1807,  cents  and 
quarter  eagles  in  1808,  and  half  cents  and  dimes  in  1809. 
Quarters  were  first  produced  with  the  new  design  in  1815  and 
half  dimes  in  1829.  In  1834  Chief  Engraver  William  Kneass 
borrowed  Reich's  Classic  Head  for  use  on  the  new  series  of  gold 
quarter  eagles  and  half  eagles. 

Key  1811  B-2,  C-2  Half  Cent 


1811  B-2,  C-2.  Rarity-3.  Close  Date.  VF-30  BN  (NGC). 
A  lovely  coin.  A  key  date  among  circulation  strike 
half  cents,  and  quite  elusive  when  above  Very 

Good  grade . 2,150 

1826  B-l,  C-l.  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  An  extremely  im¬ 
portant  opportunity.  Mint  State  1826  half  cents  are 
very  scarce  despite  the  relatively  modest  price 
increase  over  a  common  date  of  this  type  in  simi¬ 
lar  grade . 1,095 

1826  B-l,  C-l.  MS-63  BN  (NGC).  Rich  brown  sur¬ 
faces . 775 

1826  B-l,  C-l.  AU-55  (ANACS).  A  desirable  combina¬ 
tion  of  price  and  quality . 245 

1828  B-2,  C-3. 13  Stars.  AU-55.  Dark  brown  obverse, 
lighter  tan  reverse;  both  with  considerable  lus¬ 
tre . 159 

1828  B-2,  C-3. 13  Stars.  AU-50 . 125 


1828  B-2,  C-3. 13  Stars.  EF-45 . 89 

1828  B-2,  C-3. 13  Stars.  EF-40 . 79 

1828  B-2,  C-3. 13  Stars.  VF-30 . 65 


1828  B-3,  C-2.  Rarity-2.  12  Stars.  MS-61  BN  (NGC) 
Among  the  most  popular,  desirable,  and  curious 
issues  of  the  era.  Heavily  circulated  1828  12-Star 
half  cents  are  the  rule  when  seen  in  the  market¬ 
place,  with  lovely  Mint  State  examples  such  as 
this  only  infrequently  offered.  A  nice  "storv  coin" 
that  will  be  a  favorite  in  any  general  collection  or 
cabinet  of  early  coppers . 1,395 

The  missing  star  was  undoubtedly  a  result  of  negli¬ 
gence,  or  perhaps  too  much  rum  during  the  noon  meal,  as 
certainly  no  design  change  was  intended.  A  parallel  from  the 
same  general  era  can  be  drawn  by  the  1832  $5  gold  rarity  with 


just  12  obverse  stars. 

1829  B-l,  C-l.  EF-40 . 119 

1829  B-l,  C-l.  VF-20 . ft 

1832  B-2,  C-2.  EF-40 . 79 

1833  B-l,  C-l.  AU-55 . 145 

1833  B-l,  C-l.  VF-30 . 75 

1834  B-l,  C-l.  MS-63  BN  (NGC).  Ideal  for  the  date  or 

type  collector . 350 

1834  B-l,  C-l.  EF-45 . 89 

1834  B-l,  C-l.  EF-40 . 79 

1834  B-l,  C-l.  VF-30 . 75 

1835  B-l,  C-l.  MS-62  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown.  289 

1835  B-l,  C-l.  AU-58  (NGC) . 159 

1835  B-l,  C-l.  AU-53  (NGC) . 135 

1835  B-l,  C-l.  VF-30 . 75 

1835  B-2,  C-2.  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  A  lovely  high-grade 

coin.  Sure  to  please . 595 

1835  B-2,  C-2.  EF-40 .  79 

1835  B-2,  C-2.  VF-20 . 69 


1849  B-4,  C-l.  Rarity-2.  Large  Date.  MS-64  BN 

(NGC).  Very  scarce  in  this  high  grade,  more  elu¬ 
sive  than  generally  realized.  This  is  the  first  circu¬ 
lation  strike  appearance  in  the  half  cent  series  of 
Christian  Gobrecht's  Braided  Hair  design.  1,195 
1849  B-4,  C-l.  Rarity-2.  Large  Date.  AU-58  (NGC). 
Scarce  so  fine,  yet  rather  inexpensive  (in  our  opin¬ 
ion) . 295 

Complete  Date  Set  of 
Braided  Hair  Half  Cents 

Might  we  suggest  that  you  consider 
building  a  complete  date  set  of  the 
Braided  Hair  half  cents,  consisting  of 
the  varieties  struck  for  circulation?  The 
list,  ignoring  the  Proofs,  is  as  follows; 

1849  Large  Date,  1850, 1851, 1853, 
1854, 1855, 1856, 1857.  In  fact,  to  make 
your  job  easier,  Mark  Borckardt  re¬ 
viewed  our  inventory  and  assembled  a 
nicely  matched  set  of  EF-40  to  45  grade 
coins.  These  eight  coins  are  mounted  in 
an  old  Wayte  Raymond  album  page 
for  half  cents.  Just  one  set  is  available, 
so  call  quickly.  J„sf  $7 99.00 


April  M,iy  21 W/  Karr  Cam  Kn>im >  #134 


Colonial,  Copper,  and  Nickel  Coins  for  Sale 


* 


1849  B-4,  C-l.  Rarity-2.  Urge  Date.  AU-53  (NGC). ..  235 

1849  B-4,  C-l.  Rarity-2.  Large  Date.  AU-50 . 195 

1849  B-4,  C-l.  Rarity-2.  Large  Date.  EF-45 . 165 

1849  B-4,  C-l.  Raritv-2.  Large  Date.  EF-40 . 125 

1850  B-l,  C-l.  Raritv-2.  EF-40 . 135 

1851  B-l,  C-l.  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown.  525 

1851  B-l,  C-l.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  Lustrous  brown.  325 
1851  B-l,  C-l.  AU-50 . 129 


Type  collector's  special:  Gail  Watson  will  be  delighted 
to  choose  a  nice,  attractive  Braided  Hair  half  cent,  her  choice  of 
date  and  your  choice  of  grade  from  any  of  those  listed,  and 


give  a  10%  discount. 

1851  B-l,  C-l.  EF-45 . 95 

1851  B-l,  C-l.  EF-40 . 79 

1853  B-l,  C-l.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown 

with  considerable  mint  red . 895 

1853  B-l,  C-l.  MS-63  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown.  325 
1853  B-l,  C-l.  MS-62  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown.  265 
1853  B-l,  C-l.  MS-61  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown.  235 

1853  B-l,  C-l.  AU-58  (NGC) . 165 

1853  B-l,  C-l.  AU-50 . 129 

1853  B-l,  C-l.  EF-40 . 79 

1854  B-l,  C-l.  MS-63  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown.  325 

1854  B-l,  C-l.  EF-45 . 95 

1854  B-l,  C-l.  EF-40 . 79 

1854  B-l,  C-l.  VF-30 . 65 

1855  B-l,  C-l.  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown.  425 
1855  B-l,  C-l.  MS-63  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown.  325 

1855  B-l,  C-l.  AU-58  (NGC) . 165 

1855  B-l,  C-l.  AU-53  (NGC) . 139 

1855  B-l,  C-l.  AU-50 . 129 

1855  B-l,  C-l.  EF-45 . 95 

1855  B-l,  C-l.  EF-40 . 79 

1856  B-2,  C-l.  AU-58  (NGC).  As  a  date,  the  1856  is  a 

bit  scarcer  than  its  immediately  preceding  con¬ 
temporaries . 189 

1856  B-2,  C-l.  EF-40 . 85 

1856  B-2,  C-l.  VF-30 . 75 

1857  B-l,  C-l.  MS-60 .  295 


In  1860,  Mint  Director  James  Ross  Snowden  stated  that 
most  1857  half  cents  had  been  held  at  the  Mint  and  then 
melted.  Thus,  the  coins  are  scarcer  than  even  the  low  mintage 
figure  suggests. 

1857  B-l,  C-l.  AU-58  (NGC) . 265 

Large  Cents 

The  large  copper  cents  struck  from  1793  to  1857 
have  always  been  popular,  even  back  to  the  1860s  and 
before.  In  fact,  a  very  well-known  item  among  numis¬ 
matic  literature  collectors  is  the  first  "auction 
catalogue"  issued  by  dealer  Edward  Cogan,  listing 
large  cents  sold  by  him  at  sealed  bid  in  1858.  More 
research  has  been  conducted,  and  more  has  been  pub¬ 
lished,  about  large  cents  than  perhaps  any  other 
denomination  of  American  coin. 

A  wonderful  organization,  the  Early  American 
Coppers  Club  (which  publishes  an  excellent  newslet¬ 
ter,  Penny-Wise,  edited  by  Dr.  Harry  Salyards)  is 
central  to  this  interest  and  provides  comments  from 
research  findings  of  importance  to  casual  observa¬ 
tions  of  late-night  gabfests  about  old  coppers. 

In  general,  the  collecting  specialties  within  the 
series  are  as  follows: 


1793-1814:  The  series  of  coppers  covered  in  detail 
by  Dr.  William  H.  Sheldon's  1949  work,  Early  Ameri¬ 
can  Cents,  and  its  revision  in  1958,  Penny  Whimsy  (by 
Sheldon,  updated  by  Walter  H.  Breen  and  Dorothy  1. 
Paschal).  Cents  are  attributed  by  "S"  numbers  per 
Sheldon.  Rarities  include  1793, 1799  (especially),  and 
1804.  The  most  varied  single  date  is  1794,  which  com¬ 
prises  65  different  die  varieties  and  combinations. 

1816-1839:  These  are  the  so-called  "middle  date" 
cents,  a  range  that  includes  no  great  rarities  (so  far  as 
basic  dates  are  concerned,  although  some  die  varieties 
are  rare).  Several  different  portraits  are  found,  includ¬ 
ing  the  homely  (or  beautiful,  depending  upon  your 
viewpoint;  we  like  the  image)  Matron  Head  first  used 
in  1816  and  several  interesting  heads  of  the  1835-1839 
era  by  engraver  Christian  Gobrecht.  Classification  of 
these  cents  as  well  as  later  19th-century  dates  is  to 


Howard  R.  Newcomb's  book,  United  States  Copper 
Cents  1816-1857. 

1839-1857:  The  Braided  Hair  or  Coronet  Head  type, 
by  Christian  Gobrecht.  All  dates  are  inexpensive  and 
highly  collectible. 

There  are  many  other  fine  books  available,  in¬ 
cluding  those  by  William  Noyes,  John  Wright,  and 
Bob  Grellman,  to  give  a  short  list. 

The  beautiful  part  of  cent  collecting  is  that  while 
gem  Mint  State  coins  are  nice  to  have,  there  are  so  few 
of  them  around  that  most  specialists  opt  for  such 
grades  as  Fine,  VF,  EF,  and  AU. 

Good  news  — but  dare  we  mention  it?!  — The  mas¬ 
sive  reference  book  on  1793-1814  cents,  years  in  the 
creation  (by  Walter  Breen)  and  the  editing  (by  Mark 
R.  Borckardt  and  a  group  of  consultants  who  could 
fill  the  pages  of  Who's  Who  in  American  Copper  Cent 


Old-Time  Treasure  Stories 


From  The  Coin  Journal,  May  1875,  pub¬ 
lished  in  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania,  by  Charles 
Steigerwalt: 

As  J.R.  Black,  who  owns  a  saw  mill  at 
Sheffield,  GA,  was  10  days  since  sawing  a 
pine  log  into  planks,  a  harsh  rasping 
sound  was  heard  as  though  the 
saw  had  struck  some  metallic 
substance.  The  saw  was  exam¬ 
ined  to  ascertain  the  cause, 
when  to  the  astonishment  of 
those  present  it  was  discovered 
that  there  were  26  $20  gold 
pieces  imbedded  in  the 
wood. 

There  was  also  a  piece  of 
paper  found  among  the 
coins,  upon  which  was  writ¬ 
ten  these  words:  "One  mile 
from  this  place  you  will  find 
something  valuable."  The  as¬ 
tonishment  of  the  parties  at  this 
discovery  was  great,  and  for  a 
time  the  business  of  sawing  logs 
was  discontinued  and  the  re¬ 
maining  logs  were  examined  to 
see  if  there  were  any  more  treasures 
concealed  in  them.  No  explanation  as 
to  the  money  has  yet  been  elicited,  and  the 
matter  is  likely  to  remain  a  mystery. 

From  The  Coin  Journal,  September  1880: 

A  party  of  boys  playing  near  a  colliery 
in  Schuylkill  County,  PA,  unearthed  re¬ 


cently  a  quantity  of  copper  coins,  sup¬ 
posed  to  have  belonged  to  a  peddler  who 
was  murdered  near  this  spot  many  years 
ago.  The  find  consisted  of  a  number  of 
English  coins  of  the  Georges  and  a  few 
Vermont  colonials. 

From  the  same  issue  of  The  Coin 
Journal  as  above,  a  numismatic 
treasure,  sort  of,  if  you  can  find 
one  (we  had  never  heard  of  such  a 
variety  before): 

Mr.  Wm.  Curtis,  whose 
large  collection  of  coins  was 
sold  at  auction  last  June, 
while  composing  that  col¬ 
lection  was  ever  on  the 
alert  to  discover  new  vari¬ 
eties,  no  matter  how  small 
the  difference  in  the  dies. 
Among  the  many  varieties 
of  United  States  cents  in¬ 
cluded  in  his  collection  was 
one  which  we  think  well 
worth  noticing  — an  1810  over 
1807  cent.  The  0  on  the  piece 
shows  very  plainly  under  the 
third  figure  of  the  date,  but  the  most 
remarkable  feature  of  this  cent  is  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  a  7  under  the  last  figure.  It  is 
certainly  not  a  9  and  seems  to  show  that 
the  turban  head  [Classic  Head],  though 
not  adopted,  was  designed  and  a  die  cut 
previous  to  1808. 
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Studies),  is  now  in  the  hands  of  our  Graphics  Depart¬ 
ment  and  is  being  laid  out  and  readied  for  printing. 
More  announcements  will  be  coming  within  the  next 
several  months,  including  a  pre-publication  offer. 

Our  latest  listing  commences  rather  late  in  the 
series  — with  a  nice  1798  variety.  Our  eagle  eye  is 
open  for  choice  and  interesting  large  cents  of  all  dates, 
and  as  you  are  reading  this,  we're  scouting  for  some 
1793s  and  1794s! 

1798  Sheldon-166.  Second  Hair  style.  Large  8.  VF-25. 

(PCGS).  The  so-called  Whisker  Variety,  from  a  tiny 
hair-like  die  defect  under  Miss  Liberty's  chin.  A 
pleasing  specimen  of  this  popular  date  and  vari¬ 
ety . 1,195 

1798  Large  Cent  S-179 


1798  S-179.  Second  Hair  style.  AU-55  (PCGS).  A  very 
attractive  specimen  with  beautiful  brown  surfaces 
and  traces  of  red.  Extraordinary  condition!  In  fact, 

an  extraordinary  coin! . 6,950 

1801  S-213.  F-15 . 435 

1803  S-249. 1/000.  VF-30.  A  nice  example  of  the  popu¬ 
lar  error  fraction  variety.  Deep  tan  and  brown 

with  plenty  of  eye  appeal  for  the  grade . 1,095 

1803  S-251.  Small  Date,  Small  Fraction.  EF-40.  Me¬ 
dium  brown.  Latest  die  state.  Some  very  faint 
porosity  is  noted  for  accuracy,  but  it  is  barely  evi¬ 
dent  to  the  unaided  eye  and  does  not  detract  sig¬ 
nificantly  from  the  overall  quality . 795 

Rare  1803  S-262  Cent  Variety 
Small  Date,  Small  Fraction 


1803  S-262.  Low  Rarity-4.  Small  Date,  Small  Frac¬ 
tion.  VF-20.  A  very  elusive  die  variety  in  any 

Order  it  Today , 

Enjoy  it  Tomorrow 

Request  our  overnight  service;  free 
on  coin  orders  of  $500  or  more,  just  $10 
for  orders  below  that  amount.  In  this 
way  that  special  coin  can  be  in  your 
hands  just  hours  from  now! 


grade;  especially  so  at  the  Very  Fine  level  offered 
here.  An  attractive  cent  you'll  admire  again  and 

again  wTien  it  is  in  your  cabinet . 2,195 

1805  S-267.  EF-40.  Medium  brown  with  some  ma¬ 
hogany  overtones.  Mark  Borckardt  has  quite  an 
eye  for  quality,  and  when  you  see  this  piece  you'll 
realize  that  it,  like  others  we  offer,  is  really  nice 
within  its  grade  range! . 895 

Exceptional  1809  Large  Cent 


1809  S-280.  Rarity-2.  AU-58  (PCGS).  A  simply  lovely 
example  of  what  may  be  the  most  elusive  date  of 
the  Classic  Head  large  cent  type.  Typically  found 
dark  and  slightly  rough,  this  smooth  deep  tan 
specimen  will  be  an  article  of  great  pride,  a  guar¬ 
anteed  focal  point  in  the  collection  of  its  new 

owner . 10,150 

1813  S-293.  VF-30  (PCGS).  A  nice  original  piece  and 
a  scarcer  date . 995 

Sharp  1814  Large  Cent 


1814  S-295.  Plain  4.  AU-55  (PCGS).  A  wonderful, 
sharply  struck  Classic  Head  large  cent  for  your 
date  or  type  collection.  Glossy  steel  brown  with  a 

splash  of  faded  mint  red  on  the  reverse . 3,995 

1819  Newcomb-8.  Small  Date.  MS-64  RB  (NGC). 
Lustrous  red  and  brown.  An  attractive  Randall 
Hoard  cent . 1,050 

Highly  Important  1823/2  Cent 


1823/2  N-l.  EF-40.  Medium  brown  surfaces.  An  at¬ 
tractive  specimen  of  this  highly  prized  date  (and 
overdate).  A  splendid  piece  that  will  answer  your 
call  for  a  high-grade  example  at  a  reasonable 
price.  A  find . 2,250 


Of  all  cent  dates  in  the  later  senes  1816-1857,  the  1821  is 
far  and  away  the  most  elusive.  The  date  occurs  in  two  major 
varieties,  the  1823/2  overdate  as  offered  here,  and  the  1823 
"perfect  date." 

1826/5  N-8.  VF-20  (ANACS).  The  popular  overdate 
variety . 245 

1830  N-6.  Rarity-4.  Medium  Letters.  VF-35  Medium 

brown  with  a  few  tiny  marks  noted  for  accuracv. 
Still,  however,  a  splendid  specimen,  for  the  as¬ 
signed  grade,  of  a  classic  key  variety.  Among 
Guide  Book  listed  issues,  this  has  always  been  a 
much  sought  item . 1,195 

1837  N-5.  Plain  Hair  Cords,  Small  Letters.  AU-58. 

Attractive  deep  tan  with  a  touch  of  mahoganv. 
Very  nice  for  the  grade . 435 

1838  N-l  2.  EF-40.  Mottled  medium  to  dark  brown.  95 

1839/6  N-l.  Rarity-3+.  Plain  Hair  Cords.  F-15  Early  ob¬ 
verse  die  state.  Mottled  light  brown  surfaces.  .1,155 

This  is  one  of  the  most  famous  and  most  desired  of  all 
"middle  date"  copper  cents.  An  unused  obverse  die  of  1836 
(identifiable  by  having  plain  hair  cords,  a  style  not  regularly 
used  after  1837)  was  overpunched  with  the  digit  9.  This 
overdate  was  recognized  generations  ago,  but  then  faded 
from  popularity  after  1944  when  Howard  R.  Newcomb  mis¬ 
takenly  stated  that  it  was  a  die  break,  not  an  overdate,  appar¬ 
ently  not  noticing  the  hair  cord  (Newcomb  was  usually  a  very 
careful  observer).  In  recent  times  the  overdate  has  been  widely 
recognized  for  what  it  should  be  and  is. 

Choice  1839  Silly  Head  Cent 


1839  N-9.  Silly  Head.  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  Cents  of  this 
year  are  always  popular,  as  within  this  year  there 
are  a  number  of  distinctive  portrait  varieties  — no 
doubt  the  result  of  Christian  Gobrecht's  efforts  to 
improve  the  coinage  design  (the  same  year,  1839, 
saw  the  production  of  an  inordinate  number  of 

half  dollar  patterns) . 2,295 

1839  N-9.  Silly  Head.  AU-50.  A  chocolate  brown  ex¬ 
ample  of  an  ever-popular  Guide  Book  type. ...  325 

1847  N-l.  AU-50 . 175 

1847  N-20.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Nice  original  surfaces 

with  some  red  peeking  through . 779 

1850  N-28.  Rairty-3-.  AU-55 .  235 

Lovely  Mint  State  1855  Cent 


1855  N-4.  Upright  55  MS-65  RD  (PCGS)  Blazing 
bright  orange  mint  lustre .  2.590 
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The  Castle  Garden 


Shown  above  is  a  Currier  &  Ives  print  entitled,  " The  Port  of  New  York,”  which  shows 
a  bird's  eye  view  from  the  Batten/  looking  south. 

Engraving  supplied  by  The  Old  Print  Shop,  Inc.,  Kenneth  M.  Newman. 


I  became  interested  in  the  Castle  Gar¬ 
den  a  few  years  ago,  while  building  a  col¬ 
lection  of  old  books  about  New  York  City. 
While  I  read  these  books,  I  ran  across  the 
reference  to  a  place  called  "Castle  Garden" 
many  times. 

I  was  intrigued. 

Many  of  the  period  illustration  maps 
in  these  books  depict  Castle  Garden  promi¬ 
nently.  A  map  dated  1827  portrays  Castle 
Garden  on  the  Hudson  River  a  short  dis¬ 
tance  from  the  Battery  in  lower  Manhattan 
and  connected  to  the  island  by  some  sort  of 
bridge.  After  I  identified  the  structure,  I 
looked  for  it  on  later  maps.  To  my  surprise 
I  observed  that  Castle  Garden  slowly  be¬ 
came  an  important  part  of  the  Island  of 
Manhattan  and  offers  a  diverse  history  and 
presence  throughout  its  more  than  172 
years  of  history. 

Apparently  the  Battery  had  been  en¬ 
larged  with  the  employment  of  landfill 
techniques,  and  by  1868  the  original  10- 
plus  acres  grew  to  24,  and  the  sea  wall  was 
lengthened  from  1,620  feet  to  2,120  feet. 
Therefore  the  Castle  Garden  "moved" 
from  off  shore  and  became  a  part  of  the  is¬ 
land  itself. 

Castle  Garden  served  New  York  in 
many  capacities  and  was  an  important  part 


of  its  early  history.  Through  my  research,  I 
am  surprised  I  never  discovered  it  before. 
Perhaps  I  just  hadn't  noticed  until  now. 
Maybe  the  enormity  of  the  city  swallowed  it 
up  and  lost  this  special  little  piece  of  history. 

I  think  the  answer  is  most  likely  a 
little  of  both. 

The  history  of  Castle  Garden  begins 
five  years  prior  to  the  War  of  1812,  when  the 
U.S.  government,  which  feared  an  invasion 
by  the  British,  erected  five  fortifications  to 
protect  New  York  harbor.  One  of  them  was 
built  on  a  small  mole  located  a  short  dis¬ 
tance  from  the  tip  of  Manhattan  Island  and 
was  connected  to  the  island  by  a  300-foot- 
long  wooden  causeway.  First  called  the 
West  Battery,  it  was  later  renamed  Castle 
Clinton,  in  honor  of  the  first  Re¬ 
publican  governor  of  New  York. 
After  the  war  its  military  value 
decreased,  and  it  fell  into  disuse. 
Castle  Clinton  was  ceded  to  the 
City  of  New  York  in  1823. 

The  city  promptly  leased 
Castle  Clinton  to  two  gentlemen, 
Jonathon  Rathbone  and  Francis 
Fitch,  for  five  years.  Rathbone 
and  Fitch  paid  $1,400  per  year  to 
the  city.  These  men  covered  the 
structure  with  a  roof  and  con¬ 
verted  in  into  an  immense  hall 


that  could  hold  an  audience  of  up  to  10,000 
people.  They  renamed  the  building  "Castle 
Garden."  In  the  1893  "Kings'  Handbook  of 
N.Y.C."  author  Moses  King  wrote:  "The 
building  floor  was  laid  out  elaborately  as  an 
indoor  garden.  Many  pieces  of  statuary,  the 
work  of  famous  sculptors,  were  placed  in  it. 
A  stage  was  erected  at  the  north  side,  con¬ 
certs  were  given  at  intervals,  and  refresh¬ 
ments  were  sold  in  the  audience.  Six  thou¬ 
sand  people  easily  found  room  for  amuse¬ 
ment  and  recreation,  and  on  various  occa¬ 
sions  as  many  as  10,000  people  were  in  the 
garden  at  one  time." 

In  August  1824,  the  Marquis  de  Lafay¬ 
ette,  on  his  visit  to  America,  first  stopped  at 
New  York  Harbor.  He  was  taken  to  Castle 
Garden  where  a  large  crowd  of  more  than 
10,000  people  greeted  him.  During  his  visit 
this  loved  and  honored  guest,  66  years  old 
at  the  time,  was  treated  as  if  he  were  a 
king.  To  illustrate  how  important  Castle 
Garden  was  to  New  York  at  the  time,  Will¬ 
iam  Stone,  author  of  The  History  of  New 
York  City,  wrote: 

On  arriving  in  the  city,  the  marquis 
landed  at  Castle  Garden  on  carpeted 
stairs  prepared  for  the  occasion,  and  un¬ 
der  an  arch  richly  decorated  with  flags 
and  wreaths  of  laurel,  On  stepping 
ashore,  a  major-general's  salute  was  fired 
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from  a  battery  of  field  artillery,  a  national 
salute  from  the  revenue-cutter,  and  from 
the  United  States  brig.  Shark,  at  anchor  off 
the  Battery,  and  one  from  Fort  Colum¬ 
bus.  Upon  entering  Castle  Garden,  the 
marquis  was  greeted  with  loud  and  pro¬ 
longed  cheers  from  the  assembled  thou¬ 
sands,  and  salutations  from  a  large 
number  of  the  early  friends 
of  his  youth,  thence  he  pro¬ 
ceeded  with  the  committee 
and  the  military  and  naval 
officer  to  review  the  troops 
drawn  up  in  line  under  the 
command  of  Major-General 
Benedict.  The  muster  was,  on 
this  occasion,  unusually  full 
and  splendid,  each  corps  vy¬ 
ing  with  the  other  in  paying  a 
tribute  of  respect  to  the  Sol¬ 
dier  of  the  Revolution,  — the 
friend  and,  companion  of 
Washington.  After  the  review, 
the  marquis  entered  a  barouche  drawn 
by  four  horses,  and  was  driven  up 
Broadway  to  the  City  Hall.  The  houses  to 
the  roofs  were  lined  with  spectators,  and 
to  the  incessant  huzzas  of  the  multitude, 
graceful  females  signified  their  welcome 
by  the  silent,  but  not  less  grateful  and  af¬ 
fecting,  testimony  of  the  waving  of 
hand-kerchiefs.  Never,  on  any  previous 
occasion,  had  there  been  witnessed  such 
a  universal  assemblage  of  the  beauty, 
fashion,  and  splendor  of  the  city. 

Apparently  the  Garden  was  quite 
popular  as  a  place  of  amusement.  In  1825 
the  city  sold  engraved  metal  admission 
passes,  cut  by  Richard 
Trested,  to  well  to  do 
citizens  (most  likely  on 
a  yearly  or  seasonal 
basis).  Of  the  passes 
sold  or  issued,  only 
seven  survive  today 
according  to  Russell 
Rulau  in  his,  Standard 
Catalog  of  United  States 
Tokens ,  1700-1900,  who 
catalogues  the  pieces 
as  Rulau-E  NY  654/ 

654A.  One  is  struck  in 
lead  and  six  in  brass. 

Naturally,  I  had 
to  own  one!  I  was  for¬ 
tunate  enough  to  ac¬ 


quire  one  from  a  Bowers  and  Merena  auc¬ 
tion,  The  Pennsylvania  Cabinet  sale,  held 
in  November  1997.  1  purchased  Lot  2006, 
$990,  Fine  Condition.  It  was  a  bit  expen¬ 
sive,  but  so  much  history  was  attached,  1 
could  not  resist. 

Many  of  the  contemporary  New  York 
City  guidebooks  I  collected  describe  the 


Castle  Garden.  In  John  Doggett,  Jr.'s  second 
edition  of  "The  Great  Metropolis,"  printed 
in  1845,  he  writes,  "At  the  southern  end  of 
the  city,  [the  Battery]  is  situated  at  the  junc¬ 
tion  of  the  Hudson  and  East  rivers.  It  is  in 
the  form  of  a  crescent,  and  contains  about  11 
acres  of  ground,  beautifully  laid  out  with 
grass  plants  and  graveled  walks,  and 
shaded  with  trees.  From  this  spot  is  a  fine 
view  of  the  bay,  with  its  islands,  and  the  ad¬ 
jacent  shores  of  New  Jersey,  and  Long  & 
Staten  Islands,  and  the  scene  is  generally 
enlivened  by  shipping  under  sail." 

Castle  Garden,  Dogget  writes,  "is 


built  on  a  mole,  and  connected  with  the 
Battery  by  a  bridge.  It  was  originally 
erected  as  a  fortification,  and  having  be¬ 
come  unnecessary  for  this  purpose,  was 
ceded  by  the  United  States  to  the  corpora¬ 
tion  of  the  city,  in  1823.  Within  its  walls, 
10,000  people  can  be  accommodated  in  a 
great  amphitheater,  and  it  is  frequently 
used  for  public  meetings 
and  exhibitions." 

By  1839,  Col.  Richard 
French  (later  the  well- 
known  proprietor  of 
French's  Hotel)  became 
the  manager  of  Castle  Gar¬ 
den,  and  it  afterward  be¬ 
came  more  distinctly 
known  as  a  playhouse. 
Many  dramatic  companies 
occupied  it,  and  for  sev¬ 
eral  years  after  1847  it 
served  as  the  home  of  grand  opera.  The 
Havana  Opera  in  1847  performed  such  op¬ 
eras  as  Ernani  and  Nonna  in  Castle  Garden. 

The  event  that  ultimately  made  the 
Castle  famous  as  a  place  of  amusement 
was  the  concert  appearance  of  Jenny  Lind, 
known  as  "The  Swedish  Nightingale,"  on 
Sept.  11, 1850. 

The  event  was  under  the  management 
of  none  other  than  Mr.  RT.  Barnum,  and 
was  considered  at  the  time  to  be  the  event 
of  a  lifetime.  Ms.  Lind  gave  four  concerts 
here  in  the  fall  of  1850.  Tickets  were  in  such 
demand  that  they  had  to  be  auctioned. 
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One  local  tradesman,  hatter  John  Genin, 
made  a  business  reputation  for  himself  by 
paving  the  fabulous  price  of  $225  for  the 
first  choice  of  seats! 

Another  important  event  was  a  grand 
dramatic  festival  held  on  September  6, 
1852,  to  celebrate  what  was  then  thought 
to  be  the  100th  anniversary  of  the  first  the¬ 
atrical  performance  in  America,  which  was 
given  in  New  York  City  during  the  last 
week  of  September  1732. 

As  a  theatre,  Castle  Garden's  history 
ended  in  May  of  1855.  From  1855  to  1890 
the  Castle  Garden  served  as  a  reception 
area  for  mostly  Irish  and  German  immi¬ 
grants  who  disembarked  in  New  York.  As 
many  as  10,000  immigrants  a  day  received 
temporary  shelter  here,  and  also  received 
help  in  contacting  friends  or  relatives. 

During  these  years,  7,690,606  immi¬ 
grants  were  processed  through  this  station, 
which  contributed  to  the  vitality  and 
growth  of  New  York  City. 

In  Phelps'  1870  The  Great  Metropolis, 
New  York  City  Guide,  with  Maps  &  Engrav¬ 
ings,  describes  the  Battery: 

Fronting  on  the  bay,  where  the  East 
and  Hudson  rivers  unite  and  form  the 
noble  harbor  of  New  York,  is  the  most  at¬ 
tractive  for  natural  beauty  of  location  of 
all  our  pleasure  grounds,  containing  ten 
and  a  half  acres.  From  the  paved  walk 
along  its  sea-wall,  the  promenader  may 
look  out  upon  the  islands,  the  shipping, 
and  the  more  distant  shores  of  Long  Is¬ 
land  and  New  Jersey,  and  on  a 
summer  evening,  may  enjoy  a  de¬ 
lightful  sea-breeze  which  always 
comes  up  from  the  Narrows.  The 
Battery  is  so  called  from  the  cir¬ 
cumstances  of  its  being  upon  the 
site  of  the  battery  and  ravelins  [a 
rampart  set  with  palisades,  a  de¬ 
tached  fortification  with  two  em¬ 
bankments  projecting  outward  and 
forming  a  salient  angle]  of  old  fort 
George.  A  magnificent  flagstaff 
now  occupies  the  place  of  the  Brit¬ 
ish  pole  during  the  Revolution.  The 
Battery  is  in  the  form  of  a  crescent 
and  is  shaded  by  noble  trees, 
among  which  are  several  fine,  grav¬ 
eled  avenues.  To  it  thousands  resort 
during  the  hot  evenings  of  the  sum¬ 
mer,  and  a  multitude  of  children 
with  their  nurses,  gambol  there  in 


fine  weather.  Strangers  should  not  fail  to 
visit  it,  for  they  will  receive  an  ample 
equivalent  in  the  magnificent  view  pre¬ 
sented  from  this  point. 

Phelps'  Guide  describes  Castle  Gar¬ 
den: 

This  edifice,  originally  designed  for 
and  used  as  a  fort,  was  called  Castle 
Clinton,  in  honor  of  the  first  republican 
governor  of  the  State  of  New  York.  It 
was  erected  by  the  Federal  Government 
in  1807,  and  was  used  for  the  purpose  of 
a  fortification  until  1823,  when  it  was 
ceded  to  the  city.  It  is  situated  upon  a 
mole,  at  the  extreme  lower  end  of  Man¬ 
hattan  Island.  Soon  after  its  cession  to 
the  city,  the  Battery  was  enlarged,  its  sea¬ 
wall  constructed,  and  a  large  portion  of 
its  noble  trees  were  planted.  In  1855  the 
Battery  was  again  enlarged,  so  as  to  in¬ 
clude  the  old  fort  within  its  bounds.  The 
building  is  now  occupied  by  the  Com¬ 
missioners  of  Emigration,  where  emi¬ 
grants  are  received  and  sent  to  all  parts 
of  the  country  without  entering  the  city. 

On  May  23, 1870,  a  fire  gutted  the  in¬ 
terior  of  Castle  Garden,  but  the  walls  re¬ 
mained  intact  and  the  structure  was  re¬ 
built.  The  federal  government  took  over 
the  care  of  immigrants  and  the  reception 
area  was  moved  over  the  Barge  office. 

Shortly  after  this,  Castle  Garden 
passed  into  the  control  of  the  Department 
of  Public  Parks  of  New  York  City,  and  for  a 
while  was  again  used  for  popular  concerts 
and  as  a  meeting  point  for  the  New  York 


State  Naval  Reserve. 

In  1891  the  immigration  station  was 
moved  to  Ellis  Island,  and  Castle  Garden 
was  converted  into  the  New  York 
Aquarium.  It  served  New  Yorkers  in  this 
capacity  into  the  1940s.  I  am  sure  many  liv¬ 
ing  New  Yorkers  visited  the  Aquarium, 
probably  on  a  school  outing,  when  they 
were  children,  and  without  their  realizing 
the  historic  significance  of  the  location. 

Castle  Garden  was  declared  a  historic 
landmark  in  1950. 

I  have  visited  the  Castle  on  many  oc¬ 
casions.  Sadly  most  of  it  has  been  torn 
down  in  the  path  of  "progress."  All  that  is 
left  today  is  the  lower  sandstone  wall  and 
the  cannon  portals.  The  entire  upper  struc¬ 
ture  and  roof  was  removed  sometime  after 
the  Aquarium  closed.  Today  it  is  a  part  of 
the  Battery  Park  Historic  Site,  where  it  cur¬ 
rently  serves  as  a  ticket  office  and  starting 
point  for  tours  of  Ellis  Island  and  the 
Statue  of  Liberty.  I  find  it  quite  ironic  that 
this  forgotten  piece  of  our  past  is  being 
used  to  promote  visits  to  more  recent 
monuments. 
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Castle  Garden  as  it  is  today.  The  entire  upper  structure  is  gone. 
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Flying  Eagle  Cents 

We  have  several  very  nice  1857  Flying  Eagle  cents 
in  stock.  It  is  not  May  25, 1857,  but  it  seems  like  it!  On 
that  long-ago  day,  Flying  Eagle  cents  were  released 
for  the  first  time.  Today  in  1999,  they  are  where  you 
find  them,  usually  one  at  a  time. 

1857  Flying  Eagle.  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  golden 
surfaces  show  a  hint  of  deeper  golden  toning  on 
both  sides.  A  tiny  die  chip  is  seen  in  the  lower 

loop  of  the  second  S  in  STATES . 995 

1857  Flying  Eagle.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck 

with  lustrous  golden  brown  surfaces . 995 

1857  Flying  Eagle.  Doubled  Obverse.  MS-63.  Very 
attractive  dark  golden  brown . 750 

The  obverse  is  doubled,  however,  this  is  not  the  typical 
form  of  machine  doubling.  On  this  example,  all  of  the  dou¬ 
bling  is  visible  on  the  raised  portions  of  the  date,  lettering,  and 
device.  An  intriguing  error. 

Remarkable  1857  F.E.  Threesome! 

1857  Three  piece  set  of  Flying  Eagle  cents  with 
clashed  dies:  •  AU-53  (ANACS).  FS-003,  FND- 
003  S-9.  50-cent  clashed  obverse  •  VF-35 
(ANACS).  FS-004,  FND-001,  S-7.  $20.00  clashed 
obverse  •  EF-45  (ANACS).  FS-005,  FND-002,  S-8. 
25-cent  clashed  reverse.  These  pieces  are  not  listed 
in  the  Guide  Book,  but  are  well  known  to  aficiona¬ 
dos  in  the  series  from  writings  by  Bowers,  Breen, 
DeLorey,  Fivaz,  Snow,  Steve,  et  al.  The  raison  d'etre 
for  these  issues  remains  a  mystery,  but  they  seem 
to  have  been  created  when  dies  of  different  denomi¬ 
nations  clashed  with  Flying  Eagle  cent  dies  in  a 
coining  press.  Without  doubt  these  are  among  the 
most  fascinating  pieces  in  American  numismatics. 
Purchase  all  three  as  a  group  for . 3,250 

Indian  Head  Cents 

Indian  Head  cents  have  long  been  a  popular  se¬ 
ries,  but  never  as  much  so  as  today.  The  market  has 
changed  over  the  years,  and  this  series  seems  to  have 
"come  of  age."  Even  still,  there  are  many  excellent 
opportunities,  especially  when  searching  for  rare  va¬ 
rieties.  As  always,  we  recommend  cherrypicking  for 
quality.  We  do  this  when  we  buy  for  stock  and  rec¬ 
ommend  that  you  do  the  same.  When  you  compare 
price,  do  not  forget  to  compare  quality  as  well.  Over 
a  long  period  of  time  manv  collectors  with  a  penchant 
for  quality  have  found  our  coins  to  be  just  what  they 
have  hoped  for.  Our  current  listing  includes  numer¬ 
ous  lovely  Mint  State  and  Proof  examples,  including 
scarce  date  issues. 

1859  MS-64.  First  year  of  the  Indian  Head  cent,  and 
the  only  year  w-ith  laurel  wreath  reverse.  A  lovely 
coin  with  superb  eye  appeal . 875 

What  kind  of  wreath  is  it?  Olive?  Laurel7  The  Mint  was 
not  quite  sure,  and  contemporary  records  have  it  either  way. 

1859  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  An  attrac¬ 
tive  circulation  strike  example  of  this  incredibly 


popular  issue . 875 

1862  MS-64  (NGC).  Lovely . 275 


1863  MS-64.  Brilliant . 259 

1863  MS-63 . 155 

1864  Copper-Nickel.  MS-62  (NGC) . 189 

1864  Bronze.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and 

brown . 350 

1864  Bronze.  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and 
brown . 350 


1864  Bronze.  Snow-1.  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Date  lightly 
repunched  to  left.  Lustrous  red  and  brown. .  350 

1864  L  on  Ribbon.  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous 
brown . 595 

It  was  not  quite  ancient  times,  but  it  certainly  was  a  long 
time  ago— in  the  1950s.  We  used  to  have  the  opportunity  to 
sort  through  many  Indian  Head  cents  from  old  caches,  etc., 
which  had  not  been  picked  over  numismatically.  We  soon 
developed  a  feeling  for  what  was  rare  and  what  was  not.  We 
found  that  1864  bronze  cents  with  L  on  ribbon  were,  perhaps, 
five  to  10  times  scarcer  than  without  L,  that  1877  cents  were 
almost  never  found,  and  that  1908-S  and  1909-S  were  hardlv 
ever  seen. 

1866  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown . 420 

1867  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  Sel¬ 

dom-seen  gem  quality,  a  coin  for  the  connois¬ 
seur . 1,150 

1867  MS-64  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown . 510 

1867  MS-63  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown . 329 

1868  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Nicely  struck  for  the  issue. 


Coming  Your  Way! 

Some  really  interesting  issues  of  the 
Rare  Coin  Review  and  the  Coin  Collector 
are  in  the  works,  plus  lots  of  informa¬ 
tion  on  our  Internet  site  (recently  sur¬ 
veyed  by  Lycos  and  found  to  be  one  of 
the  most  interesting  in  existence!).  And, 
some  really  notable  auction  catalogues 
will  be  arriving  in  your  mailbox,  too.  Be 
sure  your  subscription  is  up  to  date,  so 
as  not  to  miss  a  single  one! 

It's  as  easy  as  A-B-C,  as  easy  as  pie: 

The  cost  is  $145,  for  which  you'll 
receive  a  year's  worth  of  our  periodi¬ 
cals  (which  cost  us  over  $300  to  pro¬ 
duce  and  deliver  to  you;  this  why  we 
solicit  subscriptions  only  from  active 
numismatists),  the  most  acclaimed 
price  lists,  private  periodicals,  and  auc¬ 
tion  catalogues  in  numismatics! 

PLUS,  you  can  take  your  pick  of  up 
to  $50  list  price  worth  of  books  in  our 
Books  for  Sale  section,  and  we'll  send 
them  to  you  as  a  thank  you  for  sub¬ 
scribing.  And,  we'll  pay  the  postage. 

Here's  all  you  do:  Take  out  your 
credit  card,  call  toll-free  1  -800-222- 
5993,  and  charge  your  subscription  on 
the  spot. 


Lustrous  red  and  brown,  mostlv  red.  An  elusive 
issue  in  gem  quality . 929 

Rare  and  Beautiful  1870  Cent 

1870  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Satinv  deep  red  surfaces  ex¬ 
hibit  verv  nice  lustre.  A  beautiful  coin.  This  date  is 
somewhat  scarcer  than  generally  realized. ..  1,650 
1870  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown  575 

Low-Mintage  1871  Indian  Cent 


1871  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and  tan.  An  ever- 
popular  low-mintage  date,  and  particularly  desir¬ 
able  in  gem  Mint  State  as  such.  A  splendid  addition 
to  a  high-grade  Indian  cent  cabinet! . 2,850 

Gem  1871  Cent 

1871  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown  on  the  high 
points,  satiny  red  in  the  protected  areas.  A  touch 
of  pale  violet  increases  the  overall  appeal.  A  pleas¬ 
ing  gem  specimen  of  an  important  date,  one 
which  has  played  second  fiddle  publicity-wise  to 
the  1872,  but  which  is  in  the  same  league  of  rar¬ 


ity . 1,595 

1871  VF-20 .  295 


Gem  Uncirculated  1872  Indian  K 

1872  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and  brown 
surfaces  exhibit  a  pleasing  woodgrain  effect 
that  just  about  all  aficionados  dearly  love.  An 
attractive  gem  specimen  of  one  of  the  most  im¬ 
portant  key  dates  in  the  Indian  cent  series. 
Nicely  struck  in  most  areas;  the  shield  is  virtu¬ 
ally  complete  for  instance  (that  area  is  typically 
weak  on  this  date) . 3,995 

Gem  1872  Cent  Rarity 

1872  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown  dev  ices  dis¬ 
play  generous  amounts  of  red  in  the  protected 
areas.  Sharply  struck  with  full  reverse  shield  de¬ 
tails.  A  key  date,  always  in  demand,  especially  at 


the  gem  level  as  offered  here . 1 ,850 

1873  Closed  3.  Proof-65  RB  (NGC) 


1873  Open  3  Doubled  Date  Indian  Cent 
1873  Open  3.  Snow-1.  Doubled  Date.  MS-65  RB 

(PCGS).  An  important  opportunity  for  the  special¬ 
ist.  Dramatic  doubling  gives  this  the  appearance 
of  a  Closed  3  variety  at  first  glance.  Of  course, 
most  of  us  know  about  the  doubled  LIBERTY  va¬ 
riety  for  this  year,  but  the  Doubled  Date  is  more 

obscure . 1,750 

1873  Open  3.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A  splendid  specimen, 
satinv  pale  red  with  strong  lustre.  Not  distinguislied 
as  the  Open  3  variety  on  the  holder  1  2^5 

1873  Open  3.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brow  n  w  ith 
the  attractive  woodgrain  toning  sometime**  seen 
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on  cents  of  this  era.  Lucky  you! . 695 

1874  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Beautiful  red  and  brown  sur¬ 
faces;  a  visual  delight . 875 


Red  1875  Indian  Cent 


1875  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red.  Slightly  scarcer 
than  1874  in  Mint  State . 3,495 

1875  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  835 

1875  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  495 

1876  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  1,195 

1876  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown, 

mainly  red  with  some  pale  violet  and  brown  on 
the  high  points.  A  lovely  gem . 1,195 

Long  considered  a  "sleeper"  date  in  the  Indian  cent 
series,  a  date  that  is  overshadowed  by  its  immediate  "neigh¬ 
bor,"  the  1877  rarity  (as  is,  also,  the  1878  issue).  It  is  interesting 
to  note  that  PCGS  has  certified  29  examples  of  this  date  as  MS- 
65  RB,  but  none  have  been  certified  finer  within  the  "RB" 
designation,  making  the  specimen  offered  here  essentially  as 
fine  as  can  be  found  within  the  grade  context. 

1876  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown . 775 


Attractive  Mint  State  1877  Cent 


1877  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown, 
mostly  brown  although  with  considerable  red. 
Highly  popular  almost  since  the  time  of  issue; 
recognized  as  a  rarity  by  the  1880s.  This  is  an  op¬ 


portunity  not  to  be  missed . 5,850 

1877  VF-20  (NGC).  Lovely  brown . 995 

1877  G-4.  A  very  nice  example  of  this  issue . 495 

1879  MS-64  RB  (NGC) . 239 

1879  MS-64  BN.  Lustrous  brown . 219 

1879  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Mostly  brown  with  a  whisper 
of  red  peeking  through . 219 

1882  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  scarce  as 

such . 850 

1883  MS-65  BN.  Lustrous  brown . 129 


Don't  Miss  the  Book  Section 

See  our  book  section  in  this 
issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review 
for  some  really  terrific  buys 
on  interesting  and  valuable 
reference  books.  The  same 
30-day  guarantee  of  satis¬ 
faction  you  get  with  coins 
applies  to  our  books  as  well. 


Lovely  1885  Indian  Cent 


1885  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red.  Clearly  the 

scarcest  date  of  the  1880s . 2,375 

1886  Type  II.  MS-63  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown.  525 
1888  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  995 
1888  MS-64  RB  (ANACS).  Lustrous  red  and 

brown . 299 

1888  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  299 

1888  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  Lustrous  brown . 175 

1888  MS-63  BN  (ANACS).  Lustrous  brown . 129 

1891  MS-65  RD  (NGC).  Brilliant  red . 895 

1892  MS-64  RD.  Brilliant  red . 399 

1891  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 399 

1893  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  205 

1899  MS-65  RD.  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 325 

1899  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red . 375 

1906  MS-65  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown . 145 

1909  MS-65  RD  (NGC).  Lustrous  red . 425 

Lincoln  Cents 

For  many  numismatists,  Lincoln  cents  are  the  first 
series  collected,  especially  among  young  collectors. 
For  some,  this  beginning  turns  into  a  serious  spe¬ 
cialty,  for  others,  the  Lincoln  cent  collection  is 
replaced  by  other  interests.  For  those  in  the  former 
category,  we  have  several  scarce  high-quality  coins  in 
stock,  and  are  always  looking  for  more  nice  examples. 
For  those  in  the  latter  category,  take  a  look  at  a  couple 
of  the  popular  key-dates,  such  as  the  1909-S  V.D.B.  or 
1955  Doubled  Die.  Never  collected  this  series  before? 
Discover  many  less  expensive  coins  to  start  out. 

As  guides  to  appreciation  and  collecting,  there  are 
several  fine  books  on  Lincoln  cents,  one  of  which  we 
publish,  The  Complete  Guide  to  Lincoln  Cents,  by  David 
Lange.  This  guide  tells  you  just  about  all  you  ever 
wanted  to  know  about  Lincoln  cents  from  1909  on¬ 
ward,  plus  a  lot  of  things  you  probably  never 
dreamed  of  asking  about!  Certainly,  this  volume  is 
worth  having  if  you  are  at  all  interested  in  Lincoln 
cents,  or  even  have  just  a  few  scarce  pieces.  This 
dandy  volume  is  now  in  its  second  printing.  As  we 
have  said  many  times,  the  enjoyment  of  a  coin  can  be 
multiplied  by  having  something  interesting  to  read 
about  it. 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  olive 
brown  with  splashes  of  iridescent  violet  and 
pale  blue  toning.  An  attractively  toned  speci¬ 
men  of  one  of  the  most  desirable  of  all  small 

cent  issues . 1,295 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-62  RB  (ANACS).  Lustrous  red  and 
brown . 1,025 

1909- S  V.D.B.  AU-55  (PCGS).  A  nice  solid  AU,  with 

lustrous  tan  surfaces . 725 

1910- S  MS-64  RD.  Brilliant  deep  orange  lustre.  ..  145 

1910-S  AU-58  (PCGS) . 69 


1911-D  MS-65  RD.  Brilliant  but  with  a  small  carbon 
spot  at  3:00  on  obverse,  noted  for  accuracy  and 
priced  accordingly.  The  first  cent  issue  from  the 


Denver  Mint . 695 

1912-S  MS-64  RD.  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 

1912- S  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  A 

lot  of  coin  for  the  money! . 315 

1913  Proof-66  BN  (PCGS) . 575 

1913- D  MS-63  BN . 109 

1914  MS-63  BN . 49 

1914  AU-55 . 32 

1916-D  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  495 

1916-S  MS-64  BN.  Lustrous  brown . 135 

1921-S  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and 

brown . 1,295 

1921-S  MS-64  RB . 435 


1921-S  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  435 
1921-S  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  435 

Key  Mint  State  1924-D  Cent 

1924-D  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and  brown 
with  strong  eye  appeal.  A  lovely  specimen  that  is 
not  far  from  full  red,  but  which  is  so  much 
cheaper!  In  true  Mint  State  this  is  one  of  the  hard¬ 


est  to  find  Lincoln  cents  of  its  era . 1,450 

1924- D  MS-64  RD.  Brilliant . 995 

1925- D  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and 

brown . 595 

1930- S  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 4S 

1931- D  MS-60 . 55 

1931 -D  AU-55 . 42 

1944-D/S  VF-25  (PCI) . 139 

Rare  1955  Doubled  Die  Cent 
1955  Doubled  Die.  MS-62  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous 

brown . 1,450 

1955  Doubled  Die.  MS-61  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous 
brown . 1,395 


Two-Cent  Pieces 

Our  current  selection  of  two-cent  pieces  is  quite 
small,  owing  to  the  difficulty  experienced  in  locat¬ 
ing  nice  examples.  Collectors  of  this  series 
apparently  know  the  same,  as  the  few  we  acquire 
sell  almost  immediately.  Perhaps  if  you  are  think¬ 
ing  of  selling  your  collection  — those  two-cent 
pieces  you  bought  from  us  years  ago  — you  might 
offer  them  to  us! 

Brilliant  Gem  1864  Two  Cents 
1864  Large  Motto.  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Wonderful 
surfaces  are  enhanced  by  blazing  red  lustre.  Ideal 
for  a  high-grade  type  set . 1,350 


Buy  Today ,  Enjoy  Tomorrow! 

When  you  place  your  order  from 
this  Rare  Coin  Rtview,  ask  about  express 
delivery.  In  this  way  the  coins  you  order 
today  can  be  in  your  hands  tomorrow. 
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1864  Large  Motto,  Doubled  Die  obverse.  Breen-2377. 
AU-50.  Lustrous  medium  tan  surfaces.  Doubling 
plainest  at  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST.  A  delicacy  for  the 


specialist . 295 

1865  MS-65  RB  Ideal  for  the  type  collector . 525 

1869  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Pleasing  amounts  of  red 

blend  warmly  on  tan  surfaces.  Nicely  struck  and 
fully  lustrous . 645 


Nickel  3<t  Pieces 

This  specialty'  comprises  a  short  series,  from  1865- 
1889,  including  several  scarce  and  rare  issues, 
however,  very  easy  to  complete.  There  are  no  "impos¬ 
sible"  rarities,  coins  which  are  out  of  reach  of  the 
average  collector.  In  fact,  depending  on  condition,  the 
entire  set  can  be  completed  easily  by  the  numismatist 
with  a  modest  budget.  As  you  scan  the  following  of¬ 
ferings,  remember,  you'll  appreciate  our  quality  and 
value. 

1865  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 239 

1866  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  with  very  nice  eye 

appeal . 4 . 595 

In  the  1960s  dealer  Abe  Kosoff  decided  to  hoard  all  of 
the  Proof  1866  nickel  three-cent  pieces  he  could  find.  After 
spending  a  year  or  two  at  the  pursuit,  he  gathered  only  a 
handful  of  specimens,  and  abandoned  the  idea  —  selling  those 
he  had  acquired. 

1866  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Ideal  for  a  type  set.  765 
1869  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 475 

As  a  general  rule.  Proofs  of  the  1860s  and  early  1870s 
are  at  least  twice  as  rare  as  those  of  the  decade  of  the  1880s. 

1871  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 495 

1871  MS-62  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 175 

1873  Open  3.  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  light  cham¬ 
pagne  toning . 395 

1873  Open  3.  MS-64  (PCGS) . 395 

1873  Open  3.  MS-61  (NGC).  Light  champagne  sur¬ 
faces . 137 

1874  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 365 

1876  Proof-63  (NGC).  Light  golden  surfaces . 315 

1879  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Very  frosty  devices.  There  is  a 

minor  planchet  flaw  in  the  field  in  front  of  Miss 
Liberty's  nose  and  this  is  mentioned  for  accuracy 
sake  (might  PCGS  have  graded  it  Proof-67  other¬ 
wise?).  This  is  still  a  very  pleasing  coin . 595 

1879  MS-66  (NGC).  Light  champagne  surfaces. 1,395 

1880  MS-64  (NGC).  Rarer  in  Mint  State  than  with 

Proof  finish.  Brilliant . 495 

1880  MS-63  (ICG).  Light  champagne  surfaces.  ...  475 

1881  MS-64  (ANACS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 259 

1881  MS-64  (NGC)  Brilliant . 259 

1881  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 195 

1882  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light  yellow  and 

baby  blue  toning . 595 

1888  MS-62  (PGCS).  Lustrous  light  champagne  sur¬ 
faces . 295 

1889  MS-64.  Brilliant.  A  low-mintage  date  from  the 

final  year  of  the  denomination . 515 

Silver  3<t  Pieces 

Silver  three-cent  pieces,  sometimes  called  trimes, 
are  another  scries  in  which  completion  is  a  reality  for 


the  serious  collector.  Although  there  are  some  scarce 
dates  in  the  1859-1873  Type  III  series,  particularly  the 
dates  after  1862,  all  can  be  acquired  with  some  perse¬ 
verance. 

Choice  Mint  State  1854  Trime 
First  Year  of  Type 

1854  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  First  year 
of  the  Type  II  design . 1,650 

Brilliant  Gem  Proof  1855 


1855  Proof-65  (NGC).  A  lovely,  brilliant,  glittering 

Proof  specimen  of  this,  the  lowest-mintage  issue 
of  the  highly  prized  Type  II  silver  three-cent  se¬ 
ries.  Moreover,  the  piece  is  of  needle-sharp  strike. 
If  you  have  been  looking  for  a  very  special  piece  to 
highlight  your  type  set  or  date  set,  you  will  enjoy 
owning  this  piece . 14,500 

1856  MS-62  (ANACS).  Lovely  light  iridescent  sur¬ 

faces.  Scarce  as  a  date  and  also  quite  elusive  in 
Mint  State . 425 

1862  MS-65  (PCGS).  Flashy,  brilliant,  and  lustrous. 

Nicely  struck  in  all  areas,  perhaps  not  fully  struck, 
but  with  more  detail  than  frequently  seen  for  the 
date.  A  true  gem  trime  of  exceptional  visual  ap¬ 
peal . 1,295 

1863  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  rarity  at  this  grade 

level;  just  21,000  circulation  strikes  were  pro¬ 
duced.  Graded  MS-63,  but  apply  the  MS-64  grade 
and  few  would  contest  it;  in  other  words,  this  is 
a  very  nice  MS-63 .  945 

Nickel  5<t  Pieces 

Shield  Nickels 

Shield  nickels  are  the  first  coins  of  the  denomina¬ 
tion  struck  in  nickel  alloy,  introduced  during  the 
continuing  shortage  of  small  denomination  silver 
coins  when  citizens  were  forced  to  use  Fractional 
Currency  notes,  which  soon  became  tattered  and 
torn.  First  introduced  in  1866,  this  denomination  and 
composition  has  been  an  important  part  of  our  circu¬ 
lating  coinage  ever  since. 

Gem  Mint  State  1866  Nickel 
"Stars  and  Bars"  Reverse 


1866  Rays.  MS-65  (NGC).  Strong  mint  brilliance  on 
frosty  lustrous  surfaces.  An  exceptionally  nice 


example  of  the  first  year  of  issue,  and  a  great  way 

to  begin  our  listing . 2,600 

lnl9th<fnturycatal(>gufs,suchasthov issued bv  I VV 
Scott  &  Co.,  New  York,  it  was  popular  to  call  the  With  Rays 
design  the  "Stars  and  Bars"  motil  which,  in  retrospect,  ma\  be 
more  appropriate  than  present  day  terminology 

1866  Rays.  MS-61  (NGC).  Well  struck  and  lus¬ 
trous . 299 

1866  Rays.  AU-50  (PCI).  Lightly  toned . 139 

1867  Rays.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  At  least  10  times 

rarer  than  the  1867  without  rays,  but  market  val¬ 
ues  do  not  reflect  this.  Add  this  beauty  to  your 
collection  for  only . 895 

1870  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 495 

1872  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  825 
1872  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  At  this  level  a  Mint  State 
coin  is  rarer  than  a  Proof . 595 

1872  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  very  pleasing  speci¬ 
men . 595 

1873  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 765 

1873  Closed  3.  Proof-64  Brilliant . 495 

1873  Closed  3.  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  495 

1873  Open  3.  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous.  Struck  later  in 

the  year  with  a  new’  digit  font . 395 

1874  Proof-64.  Flashy  lustre  w'ith  light  champagne 

surfaces.  High-quality  Shield  nickels  are  scarcer 
than  generally  appreciated.  It  takes  a  lot  of  look¬ 
ing  for  us  to  find  nice  ones . 575 

1874  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  attractive. ...  575 

Elusive  Gem  Proof  1875  Shield  5C 

1875  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Incredibly  reflective 

fields  and  lightly  frosted  motifs.  A  truly  notable 
specimen  of  this  elusive  date . 1,950 

1875  MS-64  (NGC).  The  1875  is  much  scarcer  overall 
in  Mint  State  than  in  Proof  format.  A  find  for  the 
specialist . 595 

1875  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 395 

1876  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Centennial  year.  859 
1881  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Ever-popular  low  - 

mintage  date . 1,095 

1881  Proof-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  light  gold  sur¬ 
faces . 725 

1881  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  This  is  one  of  the 

most  popular  of  all  dates  of  the  type . 725 

1881  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Ten  to  20  times  rarer 
than  an  equivalent  Proof!  Another  specimen  of  a 


Quality 

The  Bowers  and  Merena  difference! 
For  over  45  years,  since  our  founding 
in  1953,  we  have  been  supplving 
choice,  rare,  and  interesting  coins,  to¬ 
kens,  medals,  and  paper  monev  to  dis¬ 
criminating  collectors,  dealers,  and 
museums.  If  quality  is  important  to 
you,  you've  come  to  the  right  place.  Lot 
us  help  you  build  a  fine  collection  com¬ 
bining  excellent  quality  and  value  for 
the  price  paid. 
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date  remarkable  tor  its  low  circulation  strike  mint¬ 
age,  one  of  the  lowest  of  the  five-cent  denomina¬ 
tion . 995 

1881  MS-62  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  just  a  whis¬ 
per  of  light  golden  toning . 625 

1882  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  This  would  look  just 

great  in  your  collection.  Quality  such  as  this  is 
elusive . 995 

1882  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Ideal  for  a  type  set.  595 

1882  MS-65  (NGC).  Pale  champagne  iridescence.  A 
delightful  example.  The  devices  are  sharp  and  the 
fields  have  a  texture  intermediate  between  satiny 


and  prooflike . 535 

1882  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 535 

1882  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 329 

1882  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  satiny  surfaces  show  a 

hint  of  pale  gold  toning.  Filled  2  in  date . 329 

1883  Shield.  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 385 


1883  Shield.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Attractive  satiny  sur¬ 
faces  show  warm  olive  highlights  and  lean  decid¬ 
edly  toward  a  circulation  strike  in  overall 
appearance,  not  such  an  unusual  occurrence  for 
nickel  coinage  of  this  era . 349 

Superb  Gem  1883  Shield  5<t 
1883  Shield.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  highly  lus¬ 
trous.  A  satiny  gem  of  exquisite  overall  eye  appeal. 
Sharply  struck  from  lightly  shattered  dies;  both 
sides  exhibit  strong  die  cracks  in  various  locations. 
From  the  final  year  of  the  design  type .  1,450 

Liberty  Head  Nickels 

Liberty  nickels  have  recently  gained  widely  in 
popularity.  The  series  starts  out  with  the  historic  1883 
issue  without  CENTS,  and  continues  through  1912.  A 
final  issue,  dated  1913,  is  outside  the  normal  scope  of 
collecting  interest,  although  every  collector  of  this 
series  would  be  pleased  to  own  one.  By  date  from 
1883  through  1912,  the  series  is  readily  collectible, 
with  only  1885, 1886,  and  1912-S  being  somewhat  elu¬ 
sive.  Each  of  these  dates  are  included  in  the  present 
listing.  Of  course,  high-quality  pieces  are  not  easy  to 
find  for  any  date  (we  do  the  work  for  you  and  find 
them!). 

1883  Liberty  Head.  No  CENTS.  MS-65  (ICG).  Lus¬ 
trous  with  champagne  surfaces . 295 

1883  Liberty  Head.  No  CENTS.  MS-65  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant  and  nicely  struck.  A  relatively  plentiful 
issue  (but  not  necessarily  in  MS-65  grade)  that 
in  the  1880s  was  the  sensation  of  the  news  me¬ 
dia.  Publicity  concerning  this  "error"  (no 
CENTS)  attracted  many  people  to  the  numis¬ 
matic  hobby . 235 

1883  Liberty  Head.  No  CENTS.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant.  A  nice  example  of  this  famous  coin.  .  235 

1884  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces.  Cheap 

at  today's  market  level . 595 

1885  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  The  key  Philadelphia 

Mint  Liberty  Head  nickel  of  this  era.  A  lovely 
coin,  a  classic! . 1,025 

1 886  Proof -65  (NX .C).  I  .ustrous  with  light  champagne 

surfaces  Second  only  to  the  1885  in  its  fame  as  a 
scarce  19th-century  date . 699 


1886  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Nice  eye  appeal  with  gun- 
metal-blue  toning . 699 

1886  MS-63.  Brilliant.  Rare . 895 

1887  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Golden  toning . 595 

1888  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Golden  surfaces . 645 

1889  Proof-65  (NGC).  Lovely  light  golden  irides¬ 
cence . 595 

1889  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned.  Beautiful.  595 

1889  MS-65  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning . 595 

1890  Proof-66.  Brilliant . 995 

1892  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Beautifully  toned  in  light 

shades  of  gold . 595 

1892  MS-65  (NGC).  Nicely  struck  with  golden  sur¬ 
faces . 875 

1893  Proof-65  (NGC).  Light  champagne  surfaces.  A 

lovely  coin  for  your  type  collection . 575 

1893  MS-65  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 765 

1893  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 765 

1893  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light  rose  and  gold 

toning  brushed  across  its  surfaces . 255 

1894  MS-64.  Lustrous  with  light  golden  toning. .  475 

1895  MS-65  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 1,025 

1897  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 145 

1898  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  attractive  golden 

toning . 850 

1899  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

1899  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  gold  toning . 595 

1899  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  surfaces . 199 

1901  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 595 

1901  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  golden  sur¬ 
faces . 119 

1902  Proof-65  (NGC).  Light  champagne  surfaces.  585 

1903  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  surfaces. 695 

1904  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  In  this  publication  we 
have  one  of  the  nicest  selections  of  Proofs  we've 


offered  in  a  long  time.  Nearly  all  are  one-of-a-kind 

in  our  stock . 695 

1904  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  scarce.  Cheap  on 
today's  market,  in  our  opinion . 695 

1904  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 225 

1905  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 225 


1906  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  iridescent  toning.  Lots  of 
value  here  — choice  and  gem  Proofs  of  the  1900s 
are  quite  overlooked  (but  just  try  to  form  a  set 
combining  high  numerical  grade  plus  excellent 
aesthetic  appeal  — not  easy  to  do!) . 595 

1906  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 295 

1910  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Not  often  seen  so 
fine . 595 

1910  MS-65  (ANACS) . 635 

1911  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Much  more  difficult  to 

obtain  than  generally  realized . 695 

1912  Proof-65  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning.  In  our 
opinion,  the  price  is  quite  low  on  this  one.  ...  695 

1912  MS-64  (NGC).  Flashy  lustre  with  a  whisper  of 
golden  toning . 225 

1912  MS-64  (PCGS).  Nicely  toned  in  shades  of  gold 
and  amber  with  a  hint  of  blue . 225 

Rare  1912-S  Nickel 

1912-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Lovely  golden  surfaces.  Low¬ 
est  regular  mintage  issue  in  the  Liberty  Head  se¬ 
ries  1883-1912 . 1,795 


Buffalo  Nickels 

One  of  the  most  interesting  of  all  United  States 
coin  designs  is  the  Buffalo  nickel.  Among  the  most 
popular  series  today,  for  many  years,  we  have  made 
a  specialty  of  these  coins.  We  invite  you  to  "discover" 
our  inventory  and  tap  it  as  a  source  to  build  your  per¬ 
sonal  collection. 

We  expend  much  effort  to  acquire  truly  choice 
pieces.  Numerical  grading  and  certification  are  only 
one  part  of  the  equation.  Combining  this  with  choice 
quality  makes  the  search  challenging.  However,  we 
are  up  to  the  challenge,  looking  through  hundreds  of 
pieces  to  find  those  few  that  are  just  right.  And  you 
are  the  beneficiary. 

If  you  are  just  beginning  a  specialty  in  Buffalo 
nickels,  this  listing  offers  a  particularly  extensive  se¬ 
lection  -  one  of  the  finest  ever.  If  you  are  an  advanced 
specialist,  then  we  invite  you  to  order  pieces  which 
you  still  need.  Either  way,  a  very  nice  selection  of 


high-quality  pieces  awaits  you! 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 129 

1913-S  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and 
brilliant . 595 


1913  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant. .  825 

1913- D  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant. 419 

1914  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light  toning.  350 

Wonderful  Quality  1914-D  Nickel 

1914- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  satiny  and  lustrous  gem 
with  a  trace  of  pale  golden  toning.  Nicely  struck 
and  aesthetically  appealing.  An  important  branch 


mint  issue  when  found  so  fine . 1,625 

1915  MS-65  (NGC).  Light  golden  surfaces . 245 


1915-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces.  ...  559 
1915-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  a  splash  of  rose 
iridescence.  Very  elusive  in  this  combination  of 
high  grade  and  aesthetic  quality.  Nicely  struck  for 
the  date,  with  fairly  strong  details  at  the  bison's 
shoulder  (this  area  is  frequently  found  wanting  in 
detail  on  this  date).  A  splendid  item  for  the  con¬ 
noisseur . 1,150 

1915- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,150 

1916  MS-65  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  champagne  sur¬ 
faces . 275 

1916- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 495 

Attractive  Gem  1916-S  5<t 


1916-S  MS-65  (PCGS)  Lightly  toned  in  pale  rose 
and  gold.  Nicely  struck  for  the  date,  with  nearlv 
full  details  at  the  bison's  shoulder.  A  lustrous 

gem .  .'  ' ' 

A  bit  of  reiteration  It  quality  is  important  to  you, 
you've  come  to  the  ri^ht  place  It  you  are  buying  "number", 
but  not  specific  quality,  then  there  are  places  to  buy  cheaper 
(after  all,  the  items  we  </<>  net  buy  have  to  be  sold  by  others) 


'  iwqd&irr  ' 
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..and  here  is  your  invitation  to  join!”  No  continuing 
bligatioriy  just  the  opportunity  to  build  a  really  beau- 
iful  collection  by  working  with  Bowers  and  Merena! 


2863 


Dave  Bower's  says: 

You’ll  really  enjoy  belonging  to  our 


PQRTFQLJo  mnr. 


Here  is  how  our  CPP  works: 

Each  month  (or  other  interval  of  your  liking)  a 
package  of  choice,  rare,  and  interesting  coins  will 
arrive  in  your  mailbox!  Each  coin  will  be  carefully 
hand-picked  for  its  eye  appeal  and  quality,  and 
priced  to  be  a  good  value.  We  guarantee  it! 

You  pick  the  series  you  like  best:  Morgan  silver 
dollars,  United  States  gold  coins,  Indian  cents, 
commemorative  half  dollars,  Liberty  Walking 
half  dollars — you  name  it.  You  let  us  know  the 
grades  you  prefer.  If  you  want  only  PCGS  coins,  or 
NGC  coins,  or  “raw”  coins,  let  us  know  and  we  will 
comply.  We  will  review  the  coins  and  pick  only  the 
pieces  we  would  like  to  have  for  our  collection. 

Gail  Watson  and  Janet  Lavertue  will  personally  make 
each  selection  for  you,  keeping  track  of  coins  you  already 
have.  Current  CPP  members  agree  that  personal  service, 
quality  of  coins  acquired,  and  flexibility  are  the  greatest 
attributes  of  our  Collection  Portfolio  Program. 

Here  is  what  you  will  receive  each  month: 


And,  here’s  an  additional  attraction  lor  Collec¬ 
tion  Portfolio  Program  members:  Each  coin  will 
be  invoiced  at  a  special  4%  discount  from  our 
regular  list  price! 

And,  that’s  not  all.  In  addition  to  quality  coins 
and  personal  service  and  attention,  you’ll  receive 
our  periodical  publications,  the  Rare  Com  Reviewznd 
The  Coin  Collector  free  of  charge. 

Here  is  how  to  join: 

Telephone  Gail  or  Janet  at  1-800-222-5993, 
credit  card  in  hand.  Let  them  know  your  col¬ 
lecting  interests,  the  amount  you  would  like  to 
spend  each  month  (minimum:  $100),  and  the 
grades  you  would  like  to  collect.  Your  first  ship¬ 
ment  of  beautiful  coins  will  be  in  your  mailbox 
before  you  know  it! 

Flexibility  is  our  middle  name.  Feel  free  to  change  the 
grade  you  desire,  your  monthly  payment,  or  the  series 
you  collect.  If  you  are  like  most  of  our  clients,  you'll  be 


a  “happy  camper”  for  a  long  time. 

Month  by  month,  your  collection  will  grow.  You  and  your  Coin  collecting  is  a  really  great  hobby.  As  a  member  of  our 
family  will  enjoy  your  coins  and  will  be  proud  to  own,  study,  Collection  Portfolio  Program  you'll  have  a  great  time!  We  look 
and  display  them.  forward  to  having  you  with  us. 


A  note  from  Dave: 

Our  Collection  Portfolio  Program  has  been  in  effect  for  many  years.  1  hrough  this  convenient  service 
thousands  of  collectors  worldwide  have  built  truly  beautiful  collections  in  the  specialty  of  their  choice. 
These  collections  have  ranged  from  modest  holdings  valued  at  a  few  thousand  dollars,  to  the  beautiful 
Columbia  Collection  of  gold  coins  that  was  auctioned  by  us  last  year  for  a  seven-figure  price.  After  spending 
years  acquiring  coins  from  us,  the  owner  of  the  Columbia  Collection  consigned  it  to  us  for  sale  (and  made 
a  very  nice  profit,  by  the  way,  although  we  never  make  a  representation  in  this  regard). 

For  you  our  Collection  Portfolio  Program  beckons.  Read  all  about  it  on  this  page. 


Q.  David  Bowers 


Colonial ,  Copper,  and  Nickel  Coins  for  Sale 


1917  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 795 

1917  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  especially  lustrous. 
Exactly  the  type  of  quality  that  our  buyers  spend 

so  much  time  looking  for! . 550 

1917  MS-64.  Brilliant . 189 


Lovely  Gem  1917-D  5c 


1917-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces  show 
attractive  pale  rose  iridescence.  Nicely  struck 
for  the  date;  not  fully  struck,  but  with  decent 
design  details  present  on  the  reverse.  An  elu¬ 
sive  branch  mint  issue,  particularly  so  in  gem 

Uncirculated . 3,095 

1917-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  scarce  issue,  espe¬ 
cially  in  this  grade . 845 

1917-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning . 719 

1917-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous . 719 

1917-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  golden  toning. 

A  lovely  piece  that  is  sure  to  please . 719 

1917-D  MS-62.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A  choice  ex¬ 
ample  at  this  grade  level . 425 

1917-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Nicely  toned . 425 


Gem  Mint  State  1917-S  5C 


1917-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Attractive  golden  iridescence  at 
the  rims,  satiny  silver  gray  toward  the  centers.  A 
lustrous  gem,  nicely  struck  and  appealing  in  all  re¬ 
spects.  Of  modest  rarity  when  found  so  fine.  3,250 
1918  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  An  especially  beautiful 
specimen  from  a  fine  old-time  collection.  Prob¬ 
ably  acquired  at  or  near  the  time  of  issue,  and  kept 
in  one  cabinet  since  that  time . 1,450 


Splendid  1918-D  Nickel 


1918-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Delicately  toned.  A  superb 
strike,  and  worthy  of  close  attention  and  interest 
for  this  fact,  in  addition  to  its  quality  as  an  MS-64. 
If  you  could  find  10  specimens  of  the  1918-D  Buf¬ 
falo  nickel  in  MS-64  grade  and  line  them  up  in  a 
row,  we  expect  this  specimen  would  be  at  the 


head  of  the  group,  quality-wise!  A  find  for  the 

connoisseur  and  specialist . 2,295 

1918-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  golden  gray.  Some 
striking  weakness  is  present  at  the  centers,  typi¬ 
cal  for  the  date.  A  scarce  and  popular  branch  mint 


issue . 1,350 

1919  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 875 


Beautiful  191 9-D  Nickel 


1919-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous.  Satiny  golden  gray 
surfaces  with  a  whisper  of  pale  sky  blue.  This 
lovely  near-gem  1919-D  is  one  of  the  nicest  ex¬ 
amples  of  the  date  we  have  offered  in  recent 
memory.  Nicely  struck,  not  full,  but  not  "flat  as 
a  pancake"  as  often  seen  for  the  date.  A  truly  out¬ 
standing  coin  overall,  a  Buffalo  nickel  that  will 
be  displayed  with  pleasure  for  many  years  to 
come . 2,450 


High-Quality  1919-S  5<t 


1919-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of 
toning.  A  splendid  coin  of  especially  choice  qual¬ 
ity;  one  of  the  nicest  we  have  ever  seen  or 
handled,  a  coin  that  outranks  some  we've  seen 
graded  as  MS-65!  If  quality  is  your  forte,  you'll 
really  enjoy  having  this  as  a  centerpiece  in  your 


collection . 3,995 

1920  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 750 


1920  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  iridescent  surfaces. ...  750 

Memorable  Mint  State  1920-S  Nickel 


1920-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with  spec¬ 
tacular  iridescent  rose  and  pale  blue  highlights. 
Very  attractive  overall,  nearly  prooflike  in  the 
fields.  A  superb  strike  for  the  date,  with  virtually 
all  details  sharp  and  clear.  A  true  prize!  This  coin 
will  delight  the  connoisseur  and  advanced  nu¬ 
mismatist.  Certainly,  one  of  the  key  issues  to 
completing  a  Buffalo  nickel  set,  particularly  at 
this  grade . 3,995 


1921  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Not  a  rarity,  but  so  nice 


to  own . 635 

1921  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  surfaces . 350 

1923  MS-64.  Brilliant . 169 


Attractive  1923-S  Buffalo  Nickel 

1923-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  a  whisper  of 
golden  toning.  An  outstanding  specimen  of  one  of 
the  more  elusive  issues  in  the  series . ".....  1,495 

1924  MS-66  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  light  iridescent  ton¬ 
ing.  Very  attractive.  Scarce  in  high  quality. .  1,225 

1925  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 495 

Memorable  Quality  1925-S  5C 


1925-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  whisper 
of  light  golden  toning.  Far-above-average  strike. 
A  lovely  specimen  that  ranks  as  one  of  the  very 
finest  we  have  ever  seen  or  owned;  a  specimen 
that,  quality-wise,  is  nicer  than  90%  of  the  MS-64 
coins  in  existence.  If  quality  is  your  forte,  this  coin 
is  for  you!  . 4,625 

Lustrous,  Beautiful  1925-S  5C 

1925-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light  gold  and 
sky  blue  toning  on  satiny  surfaces.  While  not  the 
sharpest  strike  you  will  encounter  for  this  date,  it 
is  certainly  well  above  the  quality  typically  of¬ 
fered . 1,795 

Important  1925-S  Nickel 

1925-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  pale  golden  gray 
with  a  touch  of  rose.  Nicely  struck  for  the  date;  not 
quite  sharp,  but  nearly  full  design  detail  is  found 
in  the  areas  that  matter.  A  very  nice  example  at 
the  MS-63  level  of  this  important  San  Francisco 
variety . 1,795 

1926  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 195 

1926  MS-65  (PCGS).  Nicely  toned . 195 

1927  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 245 

1927- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Very  elusive  at  this 

grade  level . 635 

1928  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 265 

1928- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Warm  golden  iridescence  on 

satiny  surfaces.  A  lustrous  coin  of  near-gem  qual¬ 
ity.  A  decent  strike  overall,  not  sharp,  but  by  no 
means  weak . 1,295 

1928-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant .  635 

1928- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Quite  scarce  in  this 

choice  preservation . 635 

1929  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 99 

1929- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1930  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 474 

1930- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 474 

1930- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 235 

1931- S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 254 
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Colonial,  Copper,  and  Nickel  Coins  for  Sale 


1934-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  satiny  gem  with  lovely  gold 
and  rose  toning  on  matte-like  surfaces.  Some 
lightness  of  strike  is  noted  on  the  reverse,  not 
unusual  for  this  particular  Denver  Mint  product. 
If  you  like  your  Buffalo  nickels  attractively  toned 
this  one  is  for  you . 1,295 

1934- D  MS-64  (PCGS) . 245 

1935- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 435 

1935- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 129 

1936  Type  II.  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  light  iri¬ 
descent  toning.  Second  and  most  desired  style  of 
the  year  with  "brilliant"  or  "mirror"  (rather  than 
matte)  finish . 1,150 

1936- S/S  Fivaz-Stanton  5C-020.  Repunched  mintmark. 

MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  iridescent  toning . 295 

1937- D  MS-66  (ICG).  Brilliant . 125 

1937-D  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 125 

1937-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 125 

1937-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 125 

1937-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 75 


Popular  1937-D  3-Legged  5<t 


1937-D  3-Legged  "error."  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lovely 
example,  far  above  average.  A  quality  coin  in  the 
front  rank  of  extant  specimens  at  the  MS-64  level. 
A  find  for  the  specialist . 5,995 

1937- D  3-Legged  "error."  EF-45.  Highly  collectible 

quality . 525 

1938- D  MS-67  (NGC).  Wonderful  champagne  sur¬ 
faces.  Not  at  all  rare,  but  certainly  nice . 179 

1938-D  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  "high  end"  MS-67, 
an  item  for  the  condition-conscious  collector.  The 

quality  is  present,  too . 179 

1938-D  Buffalo.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 65 

1938-D  Buffalo.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  nice  Buf¬ 
falo  nickel  for  your  “type"  set . 65 

1938-D/S  Buffalo.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Going! 

Going!  Almost  gone!  We  acquired  a  nice  group  of 
these,  each  with  the  D  over  S  feature  very  bold, 
and  they  have  been  selling  like  hotcakes.  Add  a 
superb  gem  to  your  collection,  even  if  Buffalo 
nickels  are  not  your  specialty!  This  is  one  of  the 


most  dramatic  of  all  overmintmarks! . 335 

1938-D/S  Buffalo.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 225 


Jefferson  Nickels 

1938  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 98 

1943-D  MS-67  (ANACS).  Lustrous  yellow-gold  sur¬ 
faces  with  5-1/2  steps  visible.  Of  course,  this  is 
better  than  5-1/4  steps,  but  not  as  good  as  5-3/4 
steps! . 24 


Fax  Your  Order:  603-569-5319 


The  1892-0  "Microscopic  0"  50<?  Revisited 


It  seems  like  only  yesterday,  but  it  was 
four  years  ago  when  all  of  us  at  Bowers 
and  Merena  were  busy  cataloguing  the 
Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr. 

Collection.  Included  was 
a  rarity,  the  memory  of 
which  was  recalled  by 
Tom  LaMarre's  article  on 
Barber  halves  (see  follow¬ 
ing  page).  Perhaps  you 
remember  the  coin,  a  su¬ 
perb  gem  1892-0  with 
tiny,  called  “microscopic" 

O  —  one  of  just  a  few  such 
pieces  in  existence. 

In  the  Eliasberg  sale,  it 
was  described  as  follows: 

Lot  2065:  1892-0  Mi¬ 
croscopic  O.  MS-67.  Mint- 
mark  significantly  smaller 
than  normal;  the  punch  in¬ 
tended  for  a  quarter  dollar  was  inadvert¬ 
ently  used  on  the  half  dollar  die. 

Above  average  strike.  Virtually  perfect 
frosty  surfaces,  brilliant  and  lustrous,  with 
delicate  golden  and  iridescent  toning  of 
truly  outstanding  aesthetic  appeal.  Overall 
it  is  a  superb  strike,  but  with  very  slight 
traces  of  lightness  at  upper  right  of  shield. 
No  example  has  been  seen  sharper  or  in  a 
grade  in  this  range,  although  David 
Lawrence  (in  recent  correspondence)  re¬ 
ports  that  he  once  sold  an  MS-64  coin  with 
imperfect  reverse  rims.  The  Pryor  Collec¬ 
tion  coin  was  AU-58  and  was  highly  ac¬ 
claimed  as  such. 

The  1892-0  Micro  O  is  listed  in  the  cur¬ 
rent  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins  on  a 
separate  line,  with  the  highest  listing  being 
MS-60  (the  same  is  true  of  the  other  busi¬ 
ness  strikes).  At  this  level  it  is  the  highest 
priced  by  far  of  all  Barber  half  dollar  rari¬ 
ties. 

For  the  specialist  in  Barber  half  dollars, 
this  coin  may  be  a  once  in  a  lifetime  pur¬ 
chase  opportunity. 

Pedigree:  Lyman  H.  Low's  sale  of  the 
Muma,  Adam,  Giffen,  et  al.  Collections,  Inly 
15-16,  1903;  /.M.  Clapp;  John  H.  Clapp;  Clapp 
estate,  1942,  to  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr. 

Numismatic  notes:  In  his  treatise,  Mint 
Marks,  published  in  1893,  when  this  variety 
was  scarcely  a  year  old,  Augustus  G. 
Heaton  commented: 


"After  a  long  interval  the  half  dollar 
was  struck  in  1892  with  new  bust  and  He¬ 
raldic  Eagle  dies.  The  date  is  small,  and  a 
small  O  [the  regular  1892- 
O]  is  directly  under  the 
middle  of  the  eagle's  tail 
and  over  the  D.  There  is 
one  rare  variety  of  this 
piece  w  ith  an  exceedingly 
small  o,  hardly  larger  than 
a  period." 

Walter  Breen  over¬ 
looked  Heaton's  w'ork 
when  compiling  his  1988 
Complete  Encyclopedia  of 
U.S.  and  Colonial  Coins, 
and  credited  Howard 
New'comb  with  discover¬ 
ing  the  variety.  Indeed, 
one  of  the  pioneer  collec¬ 
tors  of  mintmark  varia¬ 
tions  was  Howard 
Rounds  New-comb,  of  De¬ 
troit,  who  today  is  best 
known  for  his  1944  book  on  late  date 
1816-1857  cents.  One  of  the  apples  of  his 
eye  was  an  1892-0  Micro  O  which  he 
shared  with  others  at  the  American  Nu¬ 
mismatic  Society  Exhibition  of  1914,  al¬ 
though  he  was  hardly  the  first  to  discover 
the  variety. 

Writing  in  The  Complete  Guide  to  Barber 
Halves,  David  Law-rence  noted  that  the  Mi- 
cro-0  is  "Extremely  scarce  in  all  grades." 

In  a  survey,  w-orking  with  Larrv  Briggs,  he 
turned  up  some  worn  pieces,  including 
five  Mint  State  coins,  one  of  w  hich  w-as  cer¬ 
tified  as  MS-61  by  ANACS.  The  highest 
graded  (as  of  the  date  this  description  is 
written)  by  PCGS  is  MS-62,  after  w-hich  the 
survey  falls  awray  to  include  an  AU-50  and 
tw'o  in  Good  or  low'er  grade.  Auction  '81 
and  Auction  '86  offered  Mint  State  coins, 
the  former  nicked  and  the  latter  reported 
as  quite  choice. 

Die  notes:  Microscopic  die  crack  on  ob¬ 
verse  begins  below-  star  1  and  continues  to 
the  right  through  the  bases  of  the  date  nu¬ 
merals. 

In  the  intervening  four  years  since  the 
Eliasberg  coin  w  as  sold  no  piece  of  simi¬ 
lar  quality  has  passed  through  our  por¬ 
tals.  Today,  it  remains  one  of  the  most 
memorable  Barber  half  dollars  ever  to 
cross  the  auction  block. 
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4  by  Tom  LaMarre 

Barber  Half  Dollars 


Writing  in  the  February  1966  issue  of 
the  Whitman  Numismatic  Journal,  Lawrence 
Block  (who  was  on  the  staff  of  Whitman 
Publishing,  but  who  later  resigned  and 
went  on  to  pursue  an  illustrious  career  as  a 
writer  of  mystery  stories)  stated  that  chief 
engraver  Charles  E.  Barber's  Liberty  Head 
design  was  neither  severely  criticized  nor 
lavishly  praised  in  its  own  time.  Today, 
however,  Barber  dimes,  quarters,  and  half 
dollars  attract  a  wide  following.  Indeed, 
there  is  even  a  club  for  specialists  in  the  se¬ 
ries. 

"Of  all  American  coins  long  in  circu¬ 
lation,  no  series  has  stood  the  wearing  de¬ 
mands  of  modern  coinage  so  well  as  the 
half  dollar,  quarter,  and  dime  developed 
by  the  chief  engraver  at  Philadelphia,"  ac¬ 
cording  to  Cornelius  Vermeule  in  Numis¬ 
matic  Art  in  America.  "Liberty's  cap,  in¬ 
cised  diadem  and  wreath  of  laurel  were 
designed  to  echo  all  of  the  depth  and  vol¬ 
ume  of  her  Olympian  countenance... The 
wealth  of  irregular  surfaces  and  sharp 
angles  is  an  almost  electrifying  aesthetic 
experience..." 

Of  the  three  series  of  Barber  coins,  the 
half  dollar  is  the  least  difficult  to  collect  by 
date  and  mintmark  variety,  although  many 
challenges  exist.  A  complete  set  comprises 
74  coins  if  the  rare  1892-0  variety  with 
"microscopic"  mintmark  is  included. 

In  1892,  the  first  year  of  production, 
the  Barber  half  dollar  was  overshadowed 
by  the  World's  Columbian  Exposition  com¬ 
memorative  half  dollar,  and,  in  any  event, 
there  was  little  collector  interest  in  mint- 
mark  varieties. 

At  the  New  Orleans  Mint,  however, 
the  start  of  Barber  half  dollar  production 
must  have  been  a  momentous  occasion. 
The  last  time  5CH  pieces  had  been  struck 
there  was  in  1861,  under  the  authority  of 
the  Confederate  States  of  America. 


The  New  Orleans  facility  was  the  only 
southern  mint  to  reopen  after  the  Civil 
War,  though  it  was  not  permitted  to  re¬ 
sume  coinage  until  1879,  two  years  after 


The  low-mintage  1914  half  dollar 


Reconstruction  officially  ended.  For  years 
thereafter  the  Mint's  output  was  restricted 
to  silver  dollars,  gold  eagles,  and  an  almost 
negligible  run  of  double  eagles  (1879  only). 
Beginning  in  1892,  there  was  a  wider  flow 
of  denominations  bearing  the  "O"  mint- 
mark,  with  half  dollars  struck  each  year 
through  1909. 

Also  producing  Barber  half  dollars 


were  the  Philadelphia  (1892-1915),  Denver 
(1906-1915),  and  San  Francisco  (1892-1915) 
mints.  In  theory,  it  would  have  been  pos¬ 
sible  to  strike  1892-CC  and  1893-CC  Barber 
half  dollars,  as  the  Carson  City  Mint  was 
still  in  operation  in  both  years.  Alas,  its 
output  in  the  final  years  was  limited  to  sil¬ 
ver  dollars  and  various  gold  denomina¬ 
tions.  Half  dollars  were  last  struck  there  in 
1878. 

For  the  most  dedicated  collectors,  the 
Philadelphia  Mint  struck  a  small  number 
of  Proof  Liberty  Head  half  dollars  each 
year,  using  a  process  which  Charles  Barber 
said  was  reserved  for  only  the  most  artistic 
coins  and  medals.  Interestingly,  while 
1905-dated  half  dollars  were  being  struck, 
Barber  was  touring  the  mints  of  Europe 
with  a  view  to  improving  the  U.S.  Mint's 
Medal  Department. 

In  1906,  the  year  of  the  great  earth¬ 
quake,  the  San  Francisco  Mint  struck  more 
than  1.7  million  half  dollars.  Amid  the  dev¬ 
astation,  it  was  rumored  that  an  armed 
gang  intended  to  steal  $200  million  in  coins 
and  bullion  from  the  "Granite  Lady,"  as 
the  fortress-like  building  was  called.  As 
sometimes  happens,  hearsay  became 
"fact,"  and  a  San  Francisco  newspaper  er¬ 
roneously  reported  that  more  than  a  dozen 
people  were  shot  during  an  attempted  rob¬ 
bery  at  the  Mint. 

On  a  somewhat  less  disturbing  note, 
the  following  press  dispatch  with  a  Chi¬ 
cago,  February  9, 1906,  dateline  appeared 
in  The  Numismatist: 

"Three  counterfeit  silver  half  dollars 
were  found  in  a  consignment  of  money 
which  reached  the  United  States  sub-trea¬ 
sury  yesterday  from  Texas.  The  coins  can¬ 
not  be  detected  as  spurious  except  bv  the 
close  inspection  of  an  expert.  Chief  John  I 
Wilkie,  of  the  United  States  Secret  Service, 
identified  them  as  some  of  a  lot  of  counter 
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Take  Advantage  of  the  Bowers  and  Merena 


Let  us  find  for  you  the  coins 
you  want,  in  the  grades  you 
want,  and  at  the  prices  that  will  be  a 
good  value  for  you. 

We  invite  you  to  send  us  your  list  of 
important,  hard-to-find  coins  you  are  seek¬ 
ing  in  the  price  range  of  $250  and  up.  Just 
use  a  separate  sheet  of  paper  to  list  the 
coins  you  need,  and  send  it  to  us.  We  will 
immediately  begin  searching  for  the  coins 
you  specify! 


Bowers  and  Merena  will  be  your  eyes  and 
ears  on  every  convention  bourse  floor,  in  our 
office  when  old-time  collections  come 
through  our  doors,  and  over  the  telephone  to 
dealers  and  collectors  all  over  the  country. 

We  offer  you  these  advantages: 

Since  our  founding  in  1953,  the  Bowers 
and  Merena  organization  has  been  one  of 
the  most  reputable,  longest  established,  and 
financially  secure  coin  companies. 


Our  prices  are  excellent  values  for  the 
quality  you  receive.  Our  coins  are  chosen 
specifically  for  their  aesthetic  appeal  in 
combination  with  their  technical  grades. 
PLUS,  each  is  priced  to  be  a  good  value  for 
you.  Each  and  every  purchase  you  make 
comes  with  our  guarantee  of  satisfaction. 

We  at  Bowers  and  Merena  trulv  enjoy 
providing  the  best  in  personal  service.  Each 
of  our  clients  becomes  an  important  mem¬ 
ber  of  our  “family’’  of  coin  buyers. 


If  this  is  your  first 
Rare  Coin  Review 

Please  join  us  as  a  subscriber!  It's  as 
easy  as  A-B-C,  as  easy  as  pie: 

The  cost  is  $145,  for  which  you'll 
receive  a  year's  worth  of  our  periodi¬ 
cals  (which  cost  us  over  $300  to  pro¬ 
duce  and  deliver  to  you!),  the  most  ac¬ 
claimed  price  lists,  private  periodicals, 
and  auction  catalogues  in  numismatics! 

PLUS,  you  can  take  your  pick  of  up 
to  $50  list  price  worth  of  books  in  our 
Books  for  Sale  section,  and  we'll  send 
them  to  you  as  a  thank  you  for  sub¬ 
scribing.  And,  we'll  pay  the  postage. 

Here's  all  you  do:  Take  out  your 
credit  card,  call  toll-free  1-800-222- 
5993,  and  charge  your  subscription  on 
the  spot. 


by  Tom  LaMarre 


Barber  Half  Dollars 


feit  coins  which  were  circulated  in  the 
United  States  three  years  ago,  and  w'ere 
made  in  China  by  expert  counterfeiters." 

Peak  production  of  Barber  half  dol¬ 
lars  took  place  in  1908  when  the  four 
mints  turned  out  a  total  of  more  than  11 
million  pieces  (at  that  time  the  United 
States  had  a  population  of  around  90  mil¬ 
lion).  Taking  honors  for  the  lowest  mint¬ 
age,  non-Proof  Barber  half  dollar  is  the 
1914  Philadelphia  variety,  of  which  fewer 
than  125,000  examples  were  struck.  The 
New  York  Subway  Hoard,  acquired  in  the 
1990s  by  Littleton  Coin  Company,  in¬ 
cluded  25  1914-dated  Philadelphia  half 
dollars.  For  a  long  time  the  1914  has  been 
prized  in  just  about  any  grade  — from  well 
worn  to  brilliant  Mint  State,  the  latter  be¬ 
ing  almost  unavailable. 

In  December  1915,  the  Treasury  De¬ 
partment  announced  a  design  competi¬ 
tion  for  a  new  dime,  quarter,  and  half  dol¬ 


lar.  Although  Barber  dimes  and  quarters 
were  minted  into  1916,  production  of  Bar¬ 
ber  half  dollars  came  to  an  end  in  1915. 

Two  years  later,  Charles  Barber 
passed  away.  "Mr.  Charles  E.  Barber,  chief 
engraver  of  the  United  States  Mint,  died 
last  Sunday  afternoon  [February  18, 1917] 
very  suddenly,"  Charles  Warner  reported 
in  Melil's  Numismatic  Monthly.  "Mr.  Barber 
was  in  the  75th  year  of  his  age... There  is 
no  doubt  but  what  his  grand  collection 
will  be  sold  someday.  It  is  said  that  he 
was  the  possessor  of  the  grandest  and 
very  rarest  pattern  pieces  that  were  ever 
known." 

Currently  five  1891-dated  half  dollar 
patterns  are  recognized,  all  but  one  bear¬ 
ing  a  Liberty  Head  design  (the  sole  ex¬ 
ception  depicts  a  standing  Columbia) 
and  all  in  the  Smithsonian  Institution, 
according  to  a  recent  article  by  Paul 
Gilkes  in  Coin  World. 
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Coin  Quiz 

Did  You  Know  This? 
Probably  Not! 

We  give  clues  concerning  10  unusual 
or  little  known  aspects  having  to  do  with 
American  numismatics.  How  many  can 
you  identify?  Get  six  or  more  right,  and  you 
are  doing  well.  Get  seven  or  eight  right,  and 
you  are  in  the  expert  class  or  close  to  it.  Get 
nine  or  10  correct,  and  you  should  apply  to 
the  Ripley's  Believe-It-Or-Not  Museum  or 
send  your  resume  to  Paul  Harvey. 

1.  According  to  what  we've  read 
lately,  the  new  2000  Sacagawea  dollar  is  the 
first  legal  tender  coin  to  picture  a  baby.  If 
you  like  trivia,  you  know  of  course  that 
this  is  not  true  at  all.  Years  ago  a  baby  was 
prominently  shown  on  a: 

a.  1893  Isabella  quarter. 

b.  1786  Ryder-9  Vermont  copper. 

c.  1937  Roanoke  half  dollar. 

d.  1876  pattern  trade  dollar. 

2.  Which  of  the  following  statements 
concerning  U.S.  gold  dollars  is  not  true? 

a.  In  1856  the  obverse  design  was  changed 
to  the  Type  III  motif. 

b.  In  1856  the  reverse  design  was  changed 
to  the  Type  III  motif. 

c.  Among  Philadelphia  Mint  gold  dollars 
of  the  early  1850s,  the  1850  is  particu¬ 
larly  hard  to  find  in  Mint  State. 

d.  The  1870-S  gold  dollar  is  the  only 
mintmarked  issue  after  1861. 

3.  Which  of  the  following  mottoes  is 
found  on  the  1879  Flowing  Hair  $4  Stella? 

a.  DEO  EST  GLORIA. 

b.  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST. 

c.  AS  PER  AD  ASTRA. 

d.  GOD  AND  COUNTRY. 

4.  Speaking  of  coin  inscriptions, 
which  two  of  the  following  were  omitted 
from  the  1892-1916  Barber  dime?  Score  half 
a  point  for  each  one  you  guess  correctly: 

a.  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA. 

b.  LIBERTY. 

c.  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST. 

d.  E  PLURIBUS  UNUM. 


5.  At  one  time  or  another  in  the  past 
100  years  the  Treasury  Department  has 
stated  that  ownership  of  three  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  coins  or  items  is  illegal.  Can  you 
find  the  one  for  which  no  edict  was  given? 

a.  1933  $20  gold. 

b.  All  pattern  coins. 

c.  Confederate  States  of  America  paper 
money. 

d.  1883  Liberty  nickel  with  "CENTS"  inad¬ 
vertently  omitted. 

6.  Dr.  William  H.  Sheldon,  whose 
grading  number  system  was  adopted  by 
the  ANA  and  which  is  now  used  by  every¬ 
one,  and  whose  classification  of  1793-1814 
large  cents  is  standard  today,  was  written 
up  by  the  New  York  Times  Magazine  a  few 
years  ago  in  connection  with  his: 

a.  Placing  microfilm  with  military  secrets 
in  a  pumpkin,  where  a  Russian  spy 
could  pick  it  up. 

b.  Ice  cream  socials  hosted  at  the  American 
Numismatic  Society  in  New  York  City. 

c.  Photographing  nearly-nude  Yale  Uni¬ 
versity  students. 

d.  Secret  career  as  a  gag  writer  for  Abbott 
and  Costello. 

7.  Franklin  Peale,  the  chief  coiner  at 
the  Philadelphia  Mint  in  the  1840s  and 
early  1850s,  is  alleged  to  have  used  Mint 
personnel  and  materials  to  construct: 

a.  An  alchemy  laboratory,  which  sought  to 
convert  lead  to  gold. 

b.  The  "noisy  sofa"  which  squeaked  and 
squawked  when  sat  upon. 

c.  The  horse-drawn  "Celestial  Omnibus" 
later  featured  in  a  short  story. 

d.  The  "intellectual  engine,"  or  early  com¬ 
puting  device,  used  in  the  Census  of 
1850,  with  royalties  going  to  Peale. 

8.  In  the  annals  of  numismatics,  deal¬ 
ers  William  Hesslein,  John  Igo,  and  Ed 
Frossard  (the  son,  not  the  well-known  fa¬ 
ther)  are  each  remembered  for: 

a.  Disappearing,  leaving  behind  a  string  of 
unpaid  bills  and  disappointed  creditors. 


by  Q.  David  Bowers 


b.  Having  a  summer  place  in  Luray,  Vir¬ 
ginia,  in  the  Shenandoah  Mountains. 

c.  Publishing  one  or  more  articles  on  the 
pleasures  of  collecting  Indian  Head  cents. 

d.  Doing  comic  routines  at  the  Numis¬ 
matic  Literary  Guild  "bash"  at  the  an¬ 
nual  ANA  convention. 

9.  Chet  Krause,  the  founder  of  Numis¬ 
matic  Neivs,  has  an  outstanding  personal  col¬ 
lection  in  the  following  specialty  and  once 
visited  Wolfeboro  to  see  our  local  Wright 
Museum,  which  has  a  related  display: 

a.  Battle  flags  used  by  Civil  War  regiments. 

b.  Obsolete  paper  money  of  New  England. 

c.  Lighthouse  beacons  and  Fresnel  lenses. 

d.  World  War  II  motorized  equipment. 

10  .  OK,  enough  obscure  questions. 
Here  is  an  easy  one  (except  that  your  edi¬ 
tor  guessed  wrong  the  first  time).  How 
many  stars  are  on  the  reverse  of  the  new 
2000  Sacagawea  dollar? 

a.  7. 

b.  13. 

c.  17. 

d.  50. 
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United  States  Silver  Coins 


Half  Dimes 


Half  dimes  are  an  interesting  series,  and  one  that 
is  challenging  to  collect  if  you  use  a  magnifying  glass. 
These  pieces  are  quite  small,  so  they  cannot  be  col¬ 
lected  otherwise,  except  casually.  However,  through 
the  looking  glass  there  is  a  wealth  of  numismatic  de¬ 
tail  to  be  found,  especially  among  the  issues  in  the 
early  reach  of  the  series,  1794-1805  (except  we  don't 
have  any  right  now!)  and  the  Capped  Bust  style, 
1829-1837. 

Capped  Bust  Half  Dimes 


Splendid  1832  Half  Dime 

1832  Valentine-1,  Logan  McCloskey-3.  MS-64 

(PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Among  the  finest 
known  of  this  die  marriage . 1,495 

And,  of  course,  it's  difficult  to  tell  the  players  without 
a  program  —  and  for  half  dimes  that  program  is  the  dandy  new 
book  covering  the  series  from  1794  to  1837— by  Russell  J. 
Logan  and  John  W.  McCloskey.  Our  Publications  Department 
has  a  copy  waiting  for  your  order! 

1832  V-5,  LM-8.4.  AU-50.  Late  die  state.  Nicely 

toned . 215 

1833  V-l,  LM-10.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Warmly  toned  in 

medium  gold.  Well  struck  from  lightly  clashed 
dies.  An  ideal  selection  for  a  type  set  or  a  date 
collection . 1,295 

1833  V-l,  LM-10.  AU-50 . 219 

Liberty  Seated  Half  Dimes 


Frosty  Mint  State  1837  Half  Dime 

1837  Liberty  Seated.  No  Stars,  Small  Date.  MS-64 

(PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  frosty  mint  lustre. 
From  a  late  die  state  with  extensive  die  crumbling 
along  the  right  side  of  Miss  Liberty's  forearm  and 
leg.  Interesting  die  characteristics  that  are  very 
lightly  mentioned  in  the  literature . 1,650 

A  quick  review  of  the  literature  revealed  very  little 
discussion  of  this  die  state.  This  surprises  us,  as  the  die 
crumbling  is  very  extensive  and  can  be  seen  with  the  unaided 
eye.  David  Valentine  treated  this  very  briefly  describing  his 
varieties  V-6,  V-6a,  and  V-6b.  He  also  noted  die  cracks  on  the 
reverse  that  are  more  advanced  than  with  this  same  reverse 
mated  to  an  1838  obverse.  Thus,  this  coin  must  have  been 
struck  in  1838.  There  is  no  mention  in  any  other  standard 
reference,  that  we  know  of,  regarding  this  variety. 

1839  No  Drapery.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosty,  lus¬ 
trous— and  a  nice  strike,  too! . 725 

1839  No  Drapery.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  lovely 
specimen . 725 


1841  MS-64  (NGC).  Nicely  toned  in  gold  and  blue.  439 
1853  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 675 

Arrows  were  added  to  the  date  to  signify  the  reduced 
weight  authorized  by  the  Act  of  February  21, 1853.  Although 
the  weight  stayed  at  the  reduced  level,  arrows  were  used  only 
through  1855,  then  discontinued.  The  Arrows  design  ex¬ 
tended  to  the  half  dime,  dime,  quarter  dollar,  and  half  dollar 
series,  but  not  to  the  trime  or  silver  dollar.  The  trime  had  a 
lower  intrinsic  value  and  metal  composition,  and  the  Liberty 
Seated  dollar  was  allowed  to  "float"  with  its  melt-down  value 
being  more  than  its  face  value,  even  after  1853.  Such  dollars 
were  mainly  used  as  bullion  coins  in  the  export  trade  to  the 


Orient. 

1853  Arrows.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 315 

1856  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 639 

1858  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 525 


1864-S  MS-60.  Light  golden  toning.  About  as  nice  as 
this  issue  is  generally  found.  Branch  mint  half 
dimes  were  not  recognized  for  their  numismatic 
desirability  until  two  or  three  decades  later,  bv 


which  time  most  had  acquired  wear . 595 

1867  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Attractive  toning.  A  delightful 
half  dime,  one  that  is  rare  in  all  grades . 835 


Dimes 


This  listing  offers  many  interesting  dimes  from 
the  Capped  Bust  style  onward,  continuing  to  modern 
times.  Along  the  way  there  are  many  worthwhile 
coins  for  your  consideration,  including  seldom  seen 
dates  of  desirable  quality. 

Capped  Bust  Dimes 


Delightful  1814  Large  Date  Dime 


1814  John  Reich-3.  Rarity-2.  Large  Date.  MS-64 

(NGC).  Sharply  struck  with  brilliant,  frost)'  lustre 


Maximize  Your  Enjoyment 

Buy  a  book  or  two  or  three  for  your 
library.  We  encourage  you  to  do  this, 
and  to  help  you  along  we  offer  you 
special  discounts.  See  our  book  section! 


and  a  trace  of  champagne  toning.  A  wonderful 

choice  for  your  date  or  type  set . 3,650 

1820  | R-8.  Rarity-3.  Large  0  in  Date.  AD-55  (PCGS) 
An  attractive  specimen  combining  brilliant,  lus¬ 
trous  silver  surfaces  with  delicate  toning,  no 
doubt  a  coin  from  an  old-time  cabinet.  Quality 
personified! . 775 


Desirable  1821  Small  Date  10c 


1821  JR-8.  Small  Date.  MS-63  (NGC)  Attractive  sat¬ 
iny  gray  surfaces  display  lively  blue  iridescence  in 
the  protected  areas.  A  desirable  variety,  especially 
in  Mint  State . 2,895 


Beautiful  1822  Dime  Rarity 


1822  JR-1.  Rarity-3.  AU-50  (ANACS).  Nicely 
toned  with  shades  of  blue  and  gold.  Verv 
pleasing.  A  key  date  among  Capped  Bust 
dimes,  seldom  seen  in  grades  better  than 
Good.  In  fact,  even  in  that  grade  we  seldom 
have  one  for  sale  (nor  do  others  generally  have 
them).  The  advanced  specialist  would  do  well 

to  call  quickly . 4,695 

1823/2  JR-1.  Rarity-3.  Small  E's.  AU-50.  Lustrous  vit- 
inv  surfaces  display  rich  rose  toning  at  the  periph¬ 
eries.  Not  easy  to  locate  in  this  relatively  high 
grade . 585 


Mint  State  1824/2  Dime 

1824/2  JR-1.  Rarity-3.  MS-61  (NGC).  Light  golden 
surfaces.  Lustrous  and  very  attractive.  An  elusive 
issue,  seldom  seen  in  any  grade . 1,850 

Lovely  AU  1824/2  Dime 

1824/2  JR-1.  Rarity-3.  AU-55  (PCGS)  Brilliant  with  a 
suggestion  of  golden  toning.  Decidedly  difficult 
to  locate  at  this  high  grade  level.  l .  395 

1825  JR-2.  Raritv-2.  EF-40  Deeply  toned  295 


April  May  2fW/KiireCoin  Review  #134 


United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


* 


1827  JR-la.  Rarity-2.  Recut  7.  AU-53.  A  lustrous  pearl 
gray  specimen  with  attractive  rose  and  pale  blue 


iridescence  present  on  both  sides . 649 

1827  JR-la.  Rarity-2.  Recut  7.  AU-50  (NGC) . 595 


Uncirculated  1828  JR-1  Dime 
1828  JR-1.  Rarity-2.  Small  Date.  MS-62  (NGC).  Richly 
toned  slate  gray  surfaces  display  golden  irides¬ 
cence.  A  pleasing  coin  for  the  grade.  An  elusive 
issue . 1,495 

1830  JR-2.  Small  10C.  MS-63  (NGC).  Chiefly  brilliant 
with  a  splash  of  light  gold  toning.  Lustrous, 
sharply  struck,  and  choice  for  the  grade.  ...  1,295 

1831  JR-4.  Rarity-2.  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 719 

1831  JR-4.  Rarity-2.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Nicely  toned  in 

blue,  sea  green,  and  orange . 350 

1831  JR-5.  MS-63.  Rim  break  on  reverse.  Sharply 

struck.  Pleasing  light  toning.  A  nice  candidate  for 
your  type  set . 995 


A  Nice  Note  from  R.W. 

Dear  Gail: 

I  received  your  Rarities  Sale  auction 
catalogue  in  the  mail  today,  and  I  just 
wanted  to  take  the  time  to  thank  you 
for  sending  it  to  me.  I  really  appreciate 
the  fact  that  in  all  my  dealings  with 
Bowers  and  Merena  you  have  all 
treated  me  like  I  was  your  biggest  cus¬ 
tomer. 

I  really  feel  like  you  all  enjoy  what 
you  are  doing,  and  have  a  passion  for 
coins,  and  you  always  go  "way  out  of 
your  way"  for  all  of  your  customers.  I 
have  always  tried  to  "steer"  some  busi¬ 
ness  your  way,  as  I've  told  every  one  of 
my  numismatic  friends  about  B&M. 
It's  surprising  just  how  many  people 
haven't  heard  of  B&M  or  just  thought 
you  held  auctions. 

Anyway,  thank  you  again  for  ev¬ 
erything.  It's  always  a  pleasure  to  deal 
with  people  like  you.  That's  what 
makes  this  hobby  of  ours  so  wonder¬ 
ful.  Say  hello  to  all  of  the  "crew"  at 
B&M  for  me,  and  remember  me  to 
Dave. 

He'll  remember  me  as  the  guy 
whose  grandmother  lived  in  Plains, 
PA,  not  far  from  his  home  town  of 
Forty  Fort. 

I  look  forward  to  talking  with  you 
soon. 

Sincerely. 

[R.W.] 


1833  JR-5.  Last  3  high.  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant  with 

faint  peripheral  gold  toning . 825 

1834  JR-1.  Large  4.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 725 

1834  JR-1.  Large  4.  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous, 

and  nicely  struck  for  the  date . 695 

1834  JR-2.  Rarity-5.  Large  4.  MS-62  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant . 895 

1835  JR-1.  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  nice  coin  for  a 

type  set . 465 

1835  JR-5.  AU-50.  Deep  golden  brown  toning.  ...  345 


Choice  1835  JR-9  Dime 


1835  JR-9.  Rarity-2.  MS-64  (NGC).  A  lustrous  and 
frosty  near-gem  coin  that  pushes  the  upper  limits 
of  the  assigned  grade.  Sharply  struck  and  devoid 
of  all  but  the  most  trivial  marks.  An  outstanding 
specimen,  no  doubt  in  the  Condition  Census  for  the 
die  variety.  A  true  prize,  virtually  a  must  for  the 
alert  specialist . 2,495 

1835  JR-9.  Rarity-2.  MS-62  (NGC).  Mostly  brilliant 

with  light  gold  peripheral  toning.  The  reflective 
fields  contrast  nicely  with  the  frosty  devices,  par¬ 
ticularly  on  the  reverse . 775 

1836  JR-1.  Rarity-3.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  sat¬ 
iny  with  a  hint  of  prooflike  lustre . 795 

1836  JR-2.  Rarity-2.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a 

whisper  of  champagne  toning . 795 

1837  Capped  Bust.  JR-3.  Rarity-2.  AU-58  (NGC).  Last 

year  of  the  Capped  Bust  design.  Sharply  struck 
and  brilliant . 560 

Liberty  Seated  Dimes 


Gem  1837  Liberty  Seated  104 


1837  Liberty  Seated.  Breen-3216.  No  Stars,  Large 
Date.  MS-66  (NGC).  Lustrous  amber  surfaces 
with  blue,  light  brown,  and  rose  highlights.  One 
of  the  nicest  we  have  seen  in  the  gem  category. 
Ideal  for  a  high-grade  type  set . 6,995 

Mint  State  1837  Liberty  Seated  Dime 
1837  Liberty  Seated.  Breen-3216.  No  Stars,  Large 
Date.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  whis¬ 
per  of  light  golden  toning  on  the  obverse,  deep 
rose  and  gold  on  the  reverse.  A  splendid  speci¬ 
men  for  the  grade . 1,495 

1837  Liberty  Seated.  Breen-3216.  No  Stars,  Large 
Date.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Mostly  white  with  a  hint  of 
light  amber  peripheral  toning.  A  nice  combination 
of  fairly  high  grade  with  fairly  low  price.  A  lot  of 


coin  for  the  price  offered . 875 

1837  Liberty  Seated.  Breen-3216.  No  Stars,  Large 
Date.  AU-50  (ANACS).  Lightly  toned . 795 

1837  Liberty  Seated.  Breen-3216.  No  Stars,  Large 

Date.  EF-45  (ANACS).  Nicely  toned . 595 

1838-0  Liberty  Seated.  Greer-102.  No  Stars.  EF-45 
(NGC).  Nicely  toned.  Scarce  and  interesting  type; 
the  only  New  Orleans  Mint  issue  of  the  without- 
stars  style . 735 

1838  Large  Stars.  Breen-3220.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant. 

A  nice  coin  for  a  type  set . 525 

1838  Large  Stars.  Breen-3220.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 525 

1838  Large  Stars.  Greer-101.  Doubled  Die  Reverse. 
AU-55.  Doubling  plainest  at  D . 195 

Satiny  Mint  State  1842-0  IOC 


1842-0  Medium  O.  MS-61  (NGC).  A  satiny  and  lus¬ 
trous  specimen  with  lively  golden  toning  on 
golden  gray  surfaces.  Nicely  struck  in  all  areas  of 
the  design.  A  rarity  in  Mint  State.  Early  New  Or¬ 
leans  Mint  dimes  are  always  popular  with  today's 
collectors,  especially  when  so  finely  preserved 
(they  also  represent  the  only  branch  mint  coinage 
in  the  denomination  prior  to  1856).  An  opportu¬ 
nity  to  obtain  quality  and  value  with  one  phone 

call! . 3,450 

1847  Greer-103.  Large  Date.  AU-58  (ANACS).  ...  450 
1849  MS-62  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  light  golden  sur¬ 
faces . 495 

1853  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Satiny  and  lustrous  with 
a  hint  of  pale  gold.  A  lovely  coin  overall.  ..  1,195 
1853  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Superb  lustre  on  satiny 
surfaces.  Plenty  of  eye  appeal  and  a  splash  of  gold 

present  as  well . 1,195 

1853  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Pale  champagne  high¬ 
lights  on  lustrous  surfaces . 1,195 

1853  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 675 

1853  Arrows.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 565 

1854  AU-53  (ANACS).  Light  toning . 159 

1864-S  Dime:  A  Connoisseur's  Treasure! 

1864- S  MS-62  (ANACS).  Light  champagne  surfaces. 

Very  rare  in  Mint  State,  as  virtually  no  one  (per¬ 
haps  absolutely  no  one)  collected  S-Mint  coins  at 
the  time!  This  was  about  a  decade  before  certain 
westerners  began  to  pay  attention  to  their  own 
coins.  This  is  one  of  the  finest  we  have  ever  had  in 
our  inventory —  quite  a  telling  statement  as  we 
believe  we  have  handled  just  as  many  rare  coins 
as  almost  anyone,  past  or  present.  Nicely  struck 
for  the  date.  The  specialist  will  truly  appreciate 
this  opportunity .  1,415 

1865- S  AU-50  (PCX IS).  Brown  and  gray  surfaces  1  ligh 

quality  for  this  issue . 695 

1872-S  AU-53  (PCX  IS).  I  ustrous  with  splashes  of  rose 
blue,  and  gold  toning . 395 
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1873  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  deeply  lus¬ 
trous.  A  truly  magnificent  circulation  strike,  one 
of  the  highest  quality  MS-64  coins  you'll  ever  see! 
Ideal  for  a  type  set . 2,495 

1873  Arrows.  AU-53  (ANACS).  Lustrous  with  light 

golden  surfaces . 345 

1874  Arrows.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Frosty  with  light 

golden  surfaces . 1,195 

1874  Arrows.  MS-63  (NGC).  A  brilliant  and  lustrous 
coin . 950 

1874  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  sur¬ 
faces . 950 

1874  Arrows.  EF-45.  Lightly  toned . 165 

1877-CC  Type  II  Reverse.  MS-64  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant . 595 

1880  Proof-64  (NGC)«Light  champagne  surfaces.  725 

1880  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 725 

1881  Proof-64  (NGC).  Wonderfully  toned  in  rose, 

magenta,  and  blue . 695 

1882  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  A  common 
date  in  rather  uncommon  (for  this  date)  grade.  As 
such,  an  opportunity  to  acquire  a  high-level  coin 
for  your  type  set  at  just  a  small  fraction  of  what 
you  would  have  to  pay  for  a  rarity  (such  as  an 
early  S-Mint  dime),  in  comparable  grade. ..  1,295 


1884  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,295 

1884-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 875 


Mint  State  1886-S  IOC  Rarity 


1886-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous,  with  just 
a  whisper  of  pale  golden  toning.  Nicely  struck.  A 
near-gem  coin  in  all  respects.  A  notable  branch 
mint  rarity,  many  times  rarer  in  Mint  State  than  its 
fairly  sizable  mintage  (206,524  pieces)  indicates.  It 
may  be  some  time  before  we  are  able  to  offer  a 


comparable  specimen  of  this  date! . 4,795 

1887-S/S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 249 

1890  MS-62  (ICG).  Very  attractive  light  rainbow  iri¬ 
descent  toning . 175 

1890-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,095 

1891  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 429 


Barber  Dimes 

Our  offering  has  quite  a  few  scarce  and  rare 
pieces  in  the  Barber  dime  series.  Two  nice  1895-0 
examples  and  a  memorable  1 901  -S  come  to  mind  as 
do  a  few  other  rare  issues  — as  well  as  many  Barber 
dimes  at  more  popular  price  levels. 


1892-0  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant. 


199 


Superb  Gem  Proof  1893  10C 


1893  Proof-67  (NGC).  Gorgeously  toned  in  shades  of 
amber,  blue,  and  rose.  One  of  the  very  finest  Proof 
1893  dimes  in  existence  — a  wonderful  combina¬ 
tion  of  high  grade  and,  equally  important  (in  our 
opinion),  eye  appeal  and  aesthetic  value.  Take  it 
home  for . 4,995 

1893  MS-65  (NGC).  Attractive  golden  iridescent  ton¬ 
ing . 995 

1893  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers  with  a  whisper 

of  light  yellow  peripheral  toning . 995 

1894  MS-60 . 265 


Gem  Proof  1895  Dime 

1895  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Wonderful  light  champagne 
surfaces.  An  important  opportunity  due  to  the 
scarcity  of  circulation  strikes  (the  1895  being  the 
most  elusive  Philadelphia  Mint  Barber  dime  in 
circulation  strike  form) . 1,895 


Important  1895-0  Dime  Rarity 


1895-0  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers  with  attrac¬ 
tive  gold  and  magenta  peripheral  toning.  Aside 
from  the  1894-S  rarity,  the  1895-0  is  the  key  to  the 
Barber  dime  series . 2,850 


A  Fascinating  Book 


If  you  enjoy  San  Francisco  Mint  coins 
and  their  history,  you  must  buy  a  copy 
of  Dave  Bowers'  book,  The  Treasure  Ship 
S.S.  Brother  Jonathan.  You'll  find  lots  of 
interesting  information,  including  com¬ 
ments  bv  Mark  Twain  and,  peripherally, 
Bret  Harte.  List  price  $69.95.  See  our  book 
section  for  your  discount  price. 


1895-0  VF-25  A  very  attractive  specimen  of  thw 

much  desired,  much  admired  issue . 1,095 

1895-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  Mint  State  example*- 

are  seldom  offered . 1,025 

Barber  dimes  in  MS-63  and  MS-M,  if  carefully  selected 
(as  we  do  when  we  buy  them  tor  our  inventory),  form  an 
interesting  specialty,  and  one  that  mounts  a  distinct  challenge 
Use  this  issue  to  start  your  systematic  collec  tion  ol  this  design, 
or  to  add  to  one  you  already  have. 


Outstanding  Mint  State  1896-S  10c 


1896-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Vividly  toned  in  gold  and  rose 
iridescence.  Nicely  struck  with  even  the  most  fi¬ 
nite  details  boldly  rendered.  You'll  find  yourself 
wondering  why  this  beautiful  coin  isn't  in  a 
holder  bearing  a  higher  grade!  Certainly  one  of 
the  most  important  dates  in  the  Barber  dime  se¬ 
ries,  particularly  in  MS-64 .  2,995 

1898-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  An  elusive  issue, 
more  so  than  generally  recognized.  A  really  great 
coin  in  our  opinion! . 1,350 


Choice  1899-S  Dime 


1899-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with  splashes 
of  amber  peripheral  toning.  An  exceptional  Bar¬ 
ber  dime . 2,150 

1899-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  a 
whisper  of  light  golden  peripheral  toning. ...  695 

1900  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers  with  pale  golden 
peripheral  toning . 1095 

Rare  Mint  State  1901-0  Dime 

1901-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with  amber 
peripheral  toning.  Very  attractive.  A  rare  issue 
although  often  overlooked  in  favor  of  the  well- 
known  1901-S  dime,  which  tends  to  garner  all  of 
the  publicity . 1,975 

1901- S  EF-45  (ANACS).  Natural  pale  gray  with  a  hint 

of  gold . 475 

1902- 0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant 

1903- S  AU-50.  A  very  nice  specimen  of  one  of  the  ke\ 

issues  in  the  Barber  dime  series . 1,050 

1903-S  EF-40.  A  pleasing  example  of  this  scarce  San 
Francisco  Mint  dime .  750 

1905-S  MS-60  PL.  A  trace  of  russet  toning  265 

1905- S  MS-60.  With  a  hint  of  champagne  toning  225 

1906- S  MS-61  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  golden  brown 

toning .  295 

1907- S  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant  tos 
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1908-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  very  sharply  de¬ 


tailed . 795 

1909-D  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant,  sharply  struck. .  595 
1909-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Attractively  toned . 595 

1913- S  AU-55.  Light  golden  surfaces . 329 

1914  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 629 

1914- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 625 

1914- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 295 

1915- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 735 


Mercury  Dimes 

In  the  listings  to  follow  are  many  choice  "Mer¬ 
cury"  dimes  of  especially  high  quality,  including  a 
few  earlier  dates  and  many  nice  examples  from  the 
1930s  to  1945.  A  date  and  mintmark  collection  toward 
the  end  of  the  series,  beginning  in  1934,  can  be  as¬ 
sembled  for  very  low  cost,  including  beautiful  Mint 
State  pieces. 

A  nice  way  to  build  a  set  is  to  buy  a  few  inexpen¬ 
sive  issues  each  month,  then  go  from  there.  Ask  Gail 
or  Janet  about  our  Collection  Portfolio  Program 
whereby  we  keep  your  want  list  on  hand  and  auto¬ 
matically  send  you  shipments  for  your  approval  and 
satisfaction.  Over  a  long  period  of  years,  we've 
helped  to  form  many  nice  collections  this  way. 

P.S.:  We  like  to  call  them  Mercury  dimes,  but  we 
realize  that  some  others  (e.g..  Coin  World)  think 
Winged  Liberty  Head  is  better. 

1916  Mercury.  MS-66  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with 


light  golden  peripheral  toning . 289 

1916  Mercury.  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 289 


1916-D  Mercury  Dime  Rarity 


1916-D  Mercury.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Pleasing  medium 
golden  gray  surfaces  devoid  of  serious  marks. 
Always  in  demand  in  all  grades,  particularly  in 
high  levels  such  as  this.  The  most  famous  issue  in 


the  Mercury  dime  series . 2,895 

1917-D  MS-64  (ANACS).  Light  golden  toning. ...  359 
191 7-D  MS-63  FB  (NGC).  A  nice  white  coin  with 

frosty  devices . 595 

1920-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 365 

1923  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 535 

1924-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 495 

1926-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 269 

1927  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 465 

1929  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 435 

1929  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 165 

1929  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1 931  -S  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Low  mintage!  665 

1934- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 89 

1935- D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1935-S  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Beautiful  golden  toned 

surfaces . 895 

1937  Proof -66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 525 


1937  Proof -64  (PCGS)  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  whisper 
26 


of  golden  toning . 325 

1937-D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 139 

1937-D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 119 

1937- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 

1938  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 399 

1938  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 335 

1938- D  MS-66  FB  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  light  ton¬ 
ing . 99 

1938-S  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Attractive  deep  golden  sur¬ 
faces . 219 

1939  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 319 

1939  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 319 

1940  MS-67  FB  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning . 235 

1940-S  MS-67  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  a  whisper  of  light 

blue  toning . 110 

1940-S  MS-66  FB.  Brilliant . 195 

1940- S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 119 

1941  Proof-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 149 

1941- S  MS-66  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant . 119 

1943  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 37 

1943-D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 55 

1943-D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 42 

1944  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 155 

1944  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  We  recently  bought  a 

group  of  PCGS  beauties!  Buy  one  for . 49 


Use  this  listing  to  build  your  own  set  of  choice  Mint 
State  Mercury  dimes.  We  offer  a  combination  of  high  technical 
(numerical)  grade,  plus  nice  eye  appeal,  plus  reasonable  mar¬ 


ket  price. 

1944- D  MS-66.  Brilliant . 42 

1945- S  MS-68  (NGC).  Brilliant . 225 

1945-S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 129 


1945-S  Micro  S.  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant 
with  a  whisper  of  amber  peripheral  toning. .  895 

Twenty-Cent  Pieces 

We  offer  a  brief  selection  of  20-cent  pieces,  an  in¬ 
teresting,  short-lived  denomination.  As  might  be 
expected,  emphasis  is  on  the  1875-S,  really  the  only 
issue  made  in  significant  numbers  for  circulation. 
1875  MS-63  (NGC).  Nicely  struck  with  attractive 
white  satiny  surfaces.  Multiples  rarer  than  the 
1875-S  issue,  yet  priced  only  a  modest  amount 

more! . 1,375 

1875-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. ..  1,150 
1875-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  highlights 
on  satiny  surfaces.  A  lovely  example  of  the  most 
popular  issue  in  this  ephemeral  series . 1,150 


We  Enjoy  Coins... 

And  we  will  do  our  best  to  share 
our  enjoyment  with  you.  Coin  collect¬ 
ing  has  been  called  the  world's  finest 
hobby.  The  building  of  a  fine  collection 
can  be  a  stimulating  mental  challenge, 
a  pleasant  pursuit,  an  escape  from  the 
cares  of  the  everyday  world.  And,  no 
two  collections  are  ever  exactly  alike. 


1875-S  MS-60.  Lovely  light  rose  surfaces .  519 

1875-S  EF-45  (PCGS).  Light  pewter-gray . 265 

Quarter  Dollars 

We  are  pleased  to  present  a  very  nice  selection  of 
quarter  dollars,  commencing  with  a  high  quality 
1796,  the  first  year  of  issue,  and  continuing  into  the 
20th  century.  Along  the  way  you  will  find  mam- 
scarce  "types"  as  well  as  rare  dates  and  varieties.  Lots 
of  new  purchases!  Lots  of  beautiful  coins! 

Early  Quarter  Dollars 


Eliasberg's  1796  Quarter  Dollar 


1796  High  6.  Browning-2.  Rarity-3.  AU-58.  From  the 
Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.  Collection,  sold  by  us  in 
April  1997,  Lot  1357.  Cleaned  long  ago  with 
bright  silver  white  surfaces  and  light  hairlines.  A 
few  light  adjustment  marks  are  noted  on  the  re¬ 
verse.  Sharply  defined  and  well  centered  with 
full  bold  dentils  present  on  obverse  and  reverse, 
and  with  weakness  confined  to  the  eagle's  head, 
typical  of  most  known  examples  of  this  variety. 
Sharp  edge  reeding  is  visible  around  the  entire 
circumference.  This  is  a  highly  desirable  speci¬ 
men  of  the  first  year  of  issue  and  is  nicer  than  the 
majority  of  examples  seen -although  we  may  be 
describing  it  in  too  much  detail  (remembering 
that  for  most  buyers,  "one  number  tells  all"  —  for 
such  buyers,  here  is  a  separate  description:  "1796 
AU-58  Very  rare,  etc.").  The  present  coin,  com¬ 
bining  a  very  high  numerical  grade  with  a  nice 
appearance,  will  be  a  treasure  for  its  next  owner. 
And,  of  course,  the  Eliasberg  pedigree  is  the  fin¬ 
est  connection  a  coin  can  have!  Ideal  for  a  high- 
quality  type  set.  Satisfaction  is  guaranteed,  as 
always,  and  if  it  is  not  100%  what  you  expect,  a 
refund  is  yours  for  the  asking -as  per  the  Bow¬ 
ers  and  Merena  policy . 23,500 

1818  B-2.  VF-30  (ANACS).  A  nice  original  piece.  365 
1818  B-4.  Rarity-2.  VF-25 .  295 


Rare  1822  Quarter  With  25/50C  Reverse 


1822  25/50C  B-2.  Rarity-5+.  VG-10  Medium  golden 
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gray  surfaces  with  lighter  high  points.  A  few  tiny 
marks  are  present,  but,  more  importantly,  the 
blundered  reverse  denomination  is  plainly  evi¬ 
dent  to  the  unaided  eye.  A  popular  and  desirable 
rarity.  Pleasing  for  the  assigned  grade . 3,950 

The  engraver  thought  he  was  making  a  die  for  a  half 
dollar  and  started  cutting  "  50"  rather  than  "25" !  This  error  was 
soon  discovered,  and  the  proper  25  number  was  cut  over  the 
mistake.  The  result  is  known  today  as  the  "25  over  50c" 
variety.  After  it  was  used  in  1822  it  apparently  went  on  the 
shelf  and  was  not  employed  again  until  mated  with  an  1828 
obverse  die  six  years  later.  As  the  most  notable  quarter  dollar 
die  blunder  of  its  era,  the  inclusion  of  an  example  in  a  cabinet 
has  always  been  a  high  order  of  priority  for  specialists. 

1825/3  B-2.  Rarity-2-!  AU-55  (PCGS).  Pleasing  golden 
gray  surfaces  show  strong  lustre  for  the  grade, 


w'ith  deeper  gold  and  rose  toning  in  the  recessed 

areas.  Scarce  so  fine . 1,195 

1825/3  B-2.  Rarity-2-.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Nearly  full 
brilliant  lustre  with  a  whisper  of  champagne 

toning . 1,095 

1825/3  B-2.  EF-40.  Deep  gray  toning . 675 

1825/3  B-2.  EF-40  (NGC).  Deeply  toned . 675 


Lovely  1828  B-l  Quarter 

1828  B-l.  Rarity-2.  AU-53  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  silver 
gray  specimen,  mostly  prooflike,  with  attractive 
golden  iridescence  on  the  high  points.  Rare  so 
fine . 1,450 

1831  B-l.  Rarity-2+.  Small  Letters.  MS-61  (PCGS). 
Beautiful  champagne  surfaces . 995 

Die  notes:  Perfect  obverse.  The  reverse  die  is  cracked 
from  the  base  of  2,  through  the  olive  leaves  and  wing  tip,  to  the 
base  of  UNITED,  angling  through  ST  AT  to  the  top  of  ES. 
Another  crack  is  seen  from  the  center  of  5  through  the  top  of  C 
and  continues  faintly  through  all  three  arrow  heads. 

1833  B-l.  Rarity-2.  AU-50  (NGC).  Lovely  blue  and 
gold  toning . 825 

1833  B-2.  EF-40  (NGC).  A  nice  specimen  of  the  date, 

variety,  and  grade . 295 

Die  notes:  The  reverse  die,  used  to  strike  this  variety 
and  also  1834  B-l,  has  only  two  vertical  lines  in  each  shield 
stripe.  All  other  reverse  dies  of  the  series  have  three  lines  in 
each  vertical  stripe. 

Mint  State  1834  B-3  Quarter 

1834  B-3.  Rarity-3.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lively  silver  gray 

surfaces  show  splashes  of  electric  blue  and  gold 
on  the  obverse,  even  medium  gold  toning  on  the 
reverse.  Nicely  struck  and  graced  with  the  over¬ 
all  appeal  of  a  slightly  higher  grade . 1,395 

Die  notes:  Although  Browning  originally  described 

this  variety'  with  the  obverse  perfect,  a  light  die  crack  extends 
from  the  rim  above  star  8  through  the  very  top  of  the  cap, 
continuing  to  the  field  above  star  7.  This  crack  is  visible  on  the 
Brow  ning  Plate.  The  reverse  has  a  crack  through  ST A,  curving 
down  over  the  eagle,  joining  the  top  of  the  wing  on  the  right, 
and  extending  through  R1C. 

1834  B-4.  AU-58  (NGC).  Attractive  golden  and  gray 


surfaces . 725 

1834  B-5.  Rarity-6.  VF-35 .  525 


1835  B-2.  Rarity-2.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Sharp,  brilliant.  619 

Die  notps:  The  obverse  is  lightly  cracked  through  the 
base  of  5  and  to  the  right.  Light  clash  marks  extend  down  from 


Liberty's  ear. 

1835  B-5.  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 695 

1836  B-2.  Rarity-3+.  AU-50  (PCGS) . 625 


[tie  notes  The  obverse  die  has  two  cracks  through  the 


stars,  the  first  extending  through  stars  12  and  1 3,  the  other  from 
the  rim  through  stars  11,10, 9, 8,  and  continuing  to  the  top  of  the 
cap,  with  a  branch  continuing  above  the  cap  toward  star  7. 


Near-Gem  Mint  State  1838  25c 


1838  Capped  Bust.  B-l.  MS-64  (NGC).  Beautiful  sat¬ 
iny  surfaces,  mostly  brilliant  with  just  a  whisper 
of  light  gold  peripheral  toning.  Rare  at  this  grade 
level  and  very  desirable.  Now,  have  you  ever  seen 
so  many  options  among  quarters  of  this  date  and 


type?  Check  the  next  listings  as  well! . 4,950 

1838  Capped  Bust.  B-l.  AU-50.  Very  attractive  with 

light  champagne  surfaces . 595 

1838  Capped  Bust.  B-l.  AU-50  (NGC).  Brilliant  with 


just  a  whisper  of  light  golden  peripheral  toning. 
Another  coin  from  this  pivotal  design  year  in  the 
quarter  dollar  series;  the  Liberty  Seated  design 


made  its  debut  later  in  1838 .  595 

Liberty  Seated  Quarters 

1844-0  EF-45  (ANACS) . 175 

1853-0  Arrows  and  Rays.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Light 
golden  surfaces . 1,295 


Choice  Mint  State  1854  Quarter 


1854  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a 
hint  of  light  gold  peripheral  toning.  Not  a  great 
rarity  by  any  means,  but  quite  elusive  in  this 
combination  of  high  grade  and  beautiful  appear¬ 
ance . 2,750 

1854  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with 
rich  golden  red  toning  at  the  rims.  A  nice  coin  for 

the  grade . 1,295 

1854  Arrows.  AU-55.  Light  golden  surfaces . 295 

Rare  Mint  State  1857-S  Quarter 
Specialists  Take  Note! 


1857-S  MS-62  (ANACS).  Nice  lustre  with  light  rain 
bow  iridescence.  A  superb  quality  example  of  a 


grade  seldom  encountered,  even  when  great  col¬ 
lections  come  to  market.  The  specialist  will  truly 
appreciate  the  opportunity  to  acquire  this  rarity 
which  combines  a  Mint  State  grade  with  sharp 
striking  and  high  aesthetic  appeal.  A  truly  excit¬ 
ing  coin . 3,850 


Mint  State  1858-0  25C  Rarity 


1858-0  MS-62  (NGC).  Light  golden  gray  at  the  cen¬ 
ters  with  splashes  of  lively  blue,  pink,  and  gold 
iridescence  on  both  sides.  A  plentiful  date  in  cir¬ 
culated  grades,  but  a  rarity'  of  some  importance  in 
Mint  State  (as  is  true  of  many  early  New  Orleans 
issues  in  various  series).  Sharply  struck  in  all  ar¬ 
eas . 2,950 

1860-0  AU-58  (ANACS).  Brilliant  with  light  amber 

peripheral  toning . 575 

1864  Proof-63.  Frosty  with  light  champagne  sur¬ 
faces . 1,095 

1867  EF-45  (PCGS).  Blue,  gold,  and  amber  sur¬ 
faces . 495 


Proof  1873  Arrows  Quarter 

1873  Arrows.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Nice  frosty  devices 
enhanced  by  mirrored  fields.  Always  in  demand 
for  inclusion  in  type  sets.  Rare  so  nice! . 1,695 


Choice  1873  With  Arrows  Quarter 


1873  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  near-gem 
quarter  with  beautiful  champagne  highlights  on 
satiny  surfaces.  Always  popular  as  a  ty  pe  coin, 
particularly  w  hen  so  finely  preserved . 2,495 

Mint  State  1873  Arrows  25c 

1873  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous 

An  important  and  popular  type  coin . 1,995 

1873  Arrows.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous 

Ever  desirable  for  inclusion  in  a  type  set . 995 

1873  Arrows.  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant  center*  with 

light  golden  peripheral  toning .  895 

1874-S  MS-62  (ANACS).  Well  struck  with  light 
golden  surfaces.  A  popular  choice  for  collectors  ot 

type  coins  by  mint .  l  ,095 

1875  Type  II  Reverse.  MS-63  (PCGS).  I  lght  amber 
toning  on  satiny  lustrous  surfaces  Choice  for  the 
grade .  495 
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This  &  That 


CALENDAR:  In  April,  Finland  will 
host  the  European  Snowball-Fight  Cham¬ 
pionship.  “Expect  Mediterranean  contend¬ 
ers  to  fare  badly."  •  For  May,  “Hungary 
has  invited  all  of  Europe's  queens  (reign¬ 
ing  and  deposed)  to  Veszprem."  (The 
Economist) 


HEADLINE  FROM  1870?: 

“American  Dime  Museum  Opens  in 
Baltimore."  Actually,  this  is  from  a 
recent  issue  of  The  Baltimore  Sun, 
which  related  that  James  Taylor  and 
Dick  Home  recently  inaugurated 
such  a  place,  filled  with  artifacts,  curi¬ 
osities,  and  wonders.  "When  you  pay 
your  $3  to  enter  the  American  Dime 
Museum  —  sorry,  admission  is  not  a 
dime  anymore  —  remember  that  it  is 
perhaps  the  only  educational  institu¬ 
tion  that  carries  a  warning:  'Don't  believe  ev¬ 
erything  you  see.'"  (Michael  Ollove,  The  Bal¬ 
timore  Sun) 

*  *  * 

NICELY  ILLUSTRATED  ARTICLE 

in  a  recent  issue  of  Antiques  magazine  relat¬ 
ing  to  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens.  His  statue 
of  Diana  was  illustrated  on  the  front  cover. 

No  pictures  of  his  coins,  however. 

*  *  * 

MOST  UNUSUAL:  "A  rare  raptor 
claw,  approximately  150  million  years  old. 
Estimate:  $3,000-$4,000,"  from  an  an¬ 
nouncement  of  a  forthcoming  auction  bv 
Butterfield's. 

★  ★  ★ 

“BIG  BROTHER"  is  alive  and  well. 
Our  federal  government  has  been  secretly 
paying  certain  television  program  produc¬ 
ers  of  Chicago  Hope,  ER,  and  -  would  you 
believe  it?  —  Home  Improvement,  to  slip 
anti-drug  abuse  messages  into  scripts,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Wall  Street  journal  (January 
14,  2000).  Now  that  the  government  is  do¬ 
ing  such  things,  how  about  different  grad¬ 


ing  services  paying  us  and  other  writers  to 
say  nice  things  about  them  in  print?  How 
about  the  Bureau  of  the  Mint  slipping  a 
few  dollars  to  numismatic  newspapers  to 
have  them  give  pro-Mint  messages?  The 
possibilities  are  endless! 


MONEY:  Matrimony:  lovers'  money. 
Harmony:  married  couples'  money.  Testi¬ 
mony:  the  courts'money.  Alimony:  the  di¬ 
vorced  money.  (From  Henry  W.  Schab, 
from  an  adaptation  of  an  article  in  the  Feb¬ 
ruary  Numismatist). 

★  ★  * 

WE  MOURN  the  passing  of  A1  Baber, 
who  died  on  September  25th  in  San  Diego, 
after  a  brief  hospitalization.  He  and  his  wife 
Dorothy  — who  survives  him  — have  been 
familiar  figures  at  coin  shows  for  a  long 
time.  A1  was  very  generous  and  gave  much 
time  to  organizations  and  societies,  a  numis¬ 
matist  in  the  finest  meaning  of  the  word. 

*  *  ★ 

THEATRE  ORGAN  NEWS:  we  have 
had  some  nice  comments  concerning  our 
two-CD  set  of  Wurlitzer  theatre  music.  Re¬ 
cently,  Theatre  Organ  Magazine  did  an  ar¬ 
ticle  about  the  El  Capitan  Theatre  exten¬ 
sively  renovated  to  its  days  of  glory,  and 
open  to  the  public  on  Hollywood  Boule¬ 
vard,  Los  Angeles.  “Richard  Cook,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Walt  Disney  Motion  Pictures 


Group,  developed  the  idea  of  placing  a 
Wurlitzer  theatre  organ  in  the  El  Capitan. 
On  one  of  the  companv  road  shows  while 
on  tour,  Mr.  Cook  heard  the  effects  of  a 
Wurlitzer  organ,  live  in  a  theatre.  The  rest 
is  now  history... In  a  press  release  on  the 
subject  Mr.  Cook  stated,  'Hearing 
a  mighty  Wurlitzer  played  in  a 
great  theatre  is  truly  an  unforget¬ 
table  experience/"  Well,  the 
"mighty  Wurlitzer"  on  our  CD- 
ROM  is  not  installed  in  a  theater 
but  is  in  your  editor's  research  li¬ 
brary —but  the  recording  is  really 
great  (in  our  opinion,  and  we  have 
received  many  nice  comments 
concerning  it. 

*  *  * 

DIVERSITY:  “People  are 
looking  for  everything  from  Hard 
Times  tokens  to  coins  of  the  Bible." 
(Dealer  Ira  Goldberg  as  quoted  by  Nu¬ 
mismatic  News) 

*  *  * 

DURING  THE  FIRST  TWO 
WEEKS  OF  JULY  the  American  Numis¬ 
matic  Association  will  be  having  semi¬ 
nars— one  set  the  first  week  and  another 
set  the  second.  Bowers  and  Merena  staff¬ 
ers  will  be  there  for  one  or  the  other  of  the 
weeks,  and  Mark  Borckardt  will  instruct  a 
class  during  the  second  week.  His  topic: 
history  of  the  early  Philadelphia  Mint.  In¬ 
terested?  Give  the  ANA  a  call  and  ask 

Gail  Baker  for  details. 

★  ★  ★ 

RECENTLY  your  editor  has  been  in¬ 
terviewing  people  from  here  to  Switzer¬ 
land  on  the  subject  of  hoards  of  United 
States  coins  found  in  foreign  lands  — this 
being  for  the  new  two  (or  three?)  volume 
book  on  gold  now  being  researched  and 
written.  At  any  given  time  about  a  halt 
dozen  people  are  helping  here  at  our  of¬ 
fice  and  in  the  field.  Ron  Gillio  gave  us  a 
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great  interview  about  some  of  the  trea¬ 
sures  he  has  been  involved  in,  John  J.  Ford, 
Jr.,  shared  reminiscences  of  gold  hoards  years 
ago,  Mark  Yaffe  helped.  Bill  Youngerman  told 
of  hoards  he  helped  distribute,  and  that  is  just 
a  short  list.  If  you  have  had  any  first-person 
experiences  in  this  field,  and  would  care  to 
send  a  letter  or  fax  with  details,  a  credit  line 

will  be  yours.  Thanks. 

★  *  ★ 

GREAT  NUMISMATIC  MYSTER¬ 
IES?  Why  were  20-cent  pieces  minted  in 
1875?  Why  were  Susan  B.  Anthony  dollars 
minted  in  1999? 

*  *  * 

AT  THE  BOOK  DISPLAY  of  Art 

Rubino  in  Orlando  — probably  a  couple 
hundred  shelf  feet  with  thousands  of  out- 
of-print  numismatic  (and  other) 
books  and  catalogues  for  sale  — 
we  bought  about  50  pounds 
worth  (weight,  not  English 
money),  which  he  shipped  to  our 
office.  We  are  still  looking  for  a 
Glendining  &  Co.  auction  cata¬ 
logue  of  the  1970s  that  featured  a 
lot  of  U.S.  gold  coins,  other  over¬ 
seas  catalogues  with  similar  con¬ 
tent,  some  obscure  third-tier 
American  sales  with  interesting 
gold  coins,  any  off-the-beaten  path  men¬ 
tion  of  gold  rarities  such  as  the  1841  quar¬ 
ter  eagle,  1815  and  1822  $5,  etc. 

ic  ie  ie 

TREASURE  FOR  FUTURE  AR¬ 
CHAEOLOGISTS?:  "150  million  dead  but 
not  decaying  PCs  will  be  buried  in  United 
States  landfills  by  2005."  {Scientific  Ameri¬ 
can,  quoting  a  1997  Carnegie  Mellon  study 

relating  to  the  disposal  of  obsolete  devices) 
*  *  * 

SOUNDED  LIKE  A  GOOD  IDEA: 

The  College  of  Wooster,  located  in  the  Ohio 
city  of  the  same  name,  wanted  to  host  a  14- 
hour  reading  of  the  Odyssey,  by  Homer,  with 
various  students  and  local  dignitaries  taking 
turns  in  the  project.  Prof.  Rachel  Sternberg, 
who  was  masterminding  the  project,  wanted 
to  have  music  played  on  a  lyre  in  the  back¬ 
ground.  However,  a  city-wide  search  failed 
to  turn  up  even  a  single  instrument  of  this 
type.  "Alas,  she  reports  they  will  have  to  use 
a  dulcimer  for  accompaniment  instead."  (The 
Wall  Street  Journal,  article  by  Patricia  Davis) 


AS  A  LEADER  IN  THE  COIN 
MARKET  in  the  1960s  and  1970s,  from 
time  to  time  we  were  approached  by 
Apollo  astronauts  or  their  agents,  seeking 
to  sell  or  consign  space-flown  rare  coins, 
including  a  1793  copper  cent,  gold  coins 
of  Charlotte  and  Dahlonega,  and  more. 
The  only  trouble  was  that  these  pieces, 
even  though  accompanied  by  affidavits, 
were  not  as  securely  attributed  as  they 
would  have  been  if  certification  had  been 
in  existence  then. 

*  *  * 

INTERESTING  TITLE:  "The  House  is 
in  the  Mail,"  an  article  by  L.  Wayne  Hicks, 
appeared  in  a  recent  issue  of  American  His¬ 
tory,  with  the  notation:  "Buying  a  Sears  & 
Roebuck  Company  house  was  easy,  putting 


it  together  was  a  bit  more  difficult." 

FROM  FORTUNE  MAGAZINE:  "It  is 
clear  that  the  nations,  companies,  and  indi¬ 
viduals  that  did  nothing  because  they  were 
too  stupid  to  prepare  for  the  Y2K  global  di¬ 
saster  fared  exactly  as  well  as  AT&T,  which 
reportedly  spent  more  than  $500  million  on 
the  problem.  In  Burkina  Faso  and  Tasmania 
and  Totowa,  NJ,  it  was  all  the  same.  That  is, 
it  was  nothing.  Not  even  a  small  burp  that 
could  make  us  say,  'Gee,  it  was  a  nonevent, 
but  at  least  we  didn't  have  that  little  gas 
problem  to  contend  with.'  In  short,  we  were 
had.  Our  fear  of  numbers  and  cosmic  occur¬ 
rences  was  played  masterfully  by  nuts  of  all 
varieties,  and  we  fell,  just  as  tonsured  monks 
trembled  before  the  end  of  the  world  that 
was  coming  at  the  turn  of  the  year  1000.  And 

now?  Now,  I'm  afraid,  I  am  not  amused." 

★  *  * 

KENNETH  W.  RENDELL  got  his 

start  in  the  coin  business  in  the  late  1950s. 
In  recent  years  he  has  been  in  the  top  rank 
of  dealers  in  old  books  and  autographs, 


and  from  time  to  time  he  has  made  the 
news  with  events  of  current  interest  —  such 
as  unmasking  the  fraud  of  the  so-called 
Hitler  diaries.  Under  the  title  of  "Man  of 
Letters"  he  was  a  featured  subject  in  a  re¬ 
cent  issue  of  Town  &  Country  which  noted 
(brief  excerpt  here):  "Town  &  Country 
caught  up  with  the  peripatetic  dealer  in 
Boston.  The  only  topics  he  would  not  dis¬ 
cuss:  the  library  he  has  been  assembling  for 
four  years  for  Bill  and  Melinda  Gates'  Se¬ 
attle  home,  and  the  annual  income  of  his 
business.  But  the  former  has  presumably 

been  good  for  the  latter..." 

★  ★  ★ 

STUDY  IN  CONTRAST:  your  editor 
just  finished  reading  two  books  on  the 
same  weekend:  A  Reason  for  Hope  bv  Jane 
Goodall  and  The  Tall  of  the  House 
of  Vanderbilt,  by  Arthur  Vanderbilt 
II.  Anyone  who  has  read  both  of 
these  volumes  will  know  the  rea¬ 
son  for  our  lead-in  words.  RS. 
Your  editor's  family  has  a  new 
Ori-Pei  puppy,  given  the  name 
Consuelo  (nickname  "Connie"), 
named  on  the  day  we  finished 

the  Vanderbilt  book. 

*  *  * 

MIKE  CONSTANZO  recently 
wrote:  "Found  this  while  searching 
through  some  NASA/space  col¬ 
lectibles.  Surprisingly,  I  have  not  seen 
any  listed  or  offered  in  any  numis¬ 
matic  publication,  etc.  Interesting 
oddity  of  space/numismatic  history. 
In  any  regard,  found  it  unusual  and 
thought  of  you.  Enjoy  your  books 
very  much.  Thanks  for  all  you  have 
done  for  numismatics."  He  enclosed 
an  offering  of  what  was  described  as 
"Apollo  15  Flown  $2  Bill,"  which  was 
on  the  Internet,  "archivally  framed, 
together  with  a  commentary  that  100 
new  $2  bills  were  flown  on  the 
Apollo  15  Command  Module  En¬ 
deavor  and  signed  by  the  crew."  We 
hadn't  heard  of  these  before,  but  we 
do  remember  being  offered  a  number 
of  coins  ranging  from  a  1793  large 
cent  to  Charlotte  and  Dahlonega  gold 
that  various  Apollo  members  had 
taken  into  space,  as  noted  earlier  in 
this  page. 
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United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


1875  Tvpe  1  Reverse.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Attractive 


golden  surfaces . 199 

1876-CC  AU-55.  Brilliant . 195 


1877-CC  Doubled  Date.  MS-64  (NGC).  Lightly 
toned.  Struck  from  Comstock  Lode  silver  in  an  era 
in  which  overall  metal  market  prices  were  declin¬ 
ing,  prompting  western  politicians  to  do  some¬ 
thing  (which  happened  with  the  Bland-Allison 
Act  on  February  28, 1878) .  1,150 

Curious  1877-S  Over  Horizontal  S  25c 


1877- S/S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  The  mintmark  was 

first  punched  in  a  horizontal  position,  the  error  was 
realized,  another  S  was  added  to  the  die,  in  the 
correct  position . 3,195 

1878- CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Popu¬ 
lar  Carson  City  issue . 1,395 

1884  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  A  splendid  speci¬ 

men  of  this  low-mintage  date.  Not  often  do  we 
have  a  circulation  strike  to  offer  for  sale.  They  are 
much  rarer  than  Proofs . 1,095 

Frosty  1885  25c 

1885  MS-64  (NGC).  Frosty  white  centers  with  attrac¬ 

tive  rainbow  peripheral  toning.  Low-mintage  is¬ 
sue,  today  rare  in  any  grade . 1,850 

Brilliant  and  Rare  1885  25C 

1885  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A  very 
nice  specimen  of  this  low-mintage  Liberty  Seated 
quarter . 1,850 

Barber  Quarters 

Our  offering  of  Barber  quarters  includes  a  nice 
selection  of  date  and  mintmark  varieties,  carefully 
purchased,  and  guaranteed  to  please.  Among  these 
are  a  few  scarce  dates  and  numerous  examples  of 
modest  price. 

1892  Type  I  Reverse.  AU-53 . 119 

1892-0  Type  I  Reverse.  MS-60.  Lustrous  light  cham¬ 
pagne  surfaces . 295 

1892- SType  I  Reverse.  AU-50 .  285 

1893  MS-63.  Attractive  champagne  surfaces . 325 

1893- 0  MS-62.  Lustrous  with  a  whisper  of  light 

golden  peripheral  toning . 375 

1893-S  AU-58.  Lustrous  with  a  hint  of  golden  ton¬ 
ing . 335 

1893- S  AU-50  (ANACS) . 295 

1894  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,150 

1894  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  There  is  lots  of  value 

to  be  had  at  the  Proof -63  market  price  level,  in  our 
opinion . 645 

1894- 0  Doubled  Mintmark.  AU-55.  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous . 259 


1894-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 825 

1894-S  AU-58.  Light  golden  surfaces . 235 

1894- S  AU-50  (NGC) . 189 

1895- 0  MS-60.  Brilliant . 425 

1896  AU-58.  Attractive  golden  surfaces . 185 

1896- 0  AU-50.  Brilliant,  lustrous.  Very  scarce...  695 

1896-0  VF-30 .  275 

1896-0  VF-20 .  245 


1898- 0  MS-62  (ANACS).  Golden  toning.  Scarce  in 

Mint  State.  Just  how  scarce  is  not  known,  but 
probably  no  more  than  a  few  hundred  exist  in  all 
of  numismatics . 895 

1899- 0  AU-55.  Light  golden  surfaces . 295 

1900- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  and  choice  for 

the  grade.  Pale  golden  halos  enhance  the  periph¬ 
eries . 1,475 


1901  AU-53 . 135 

1902- S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 595 

1903  AU-50.  Lightly  toned . 125 

1903- 0  MS-63  (NGC).  Wonderful  lustre  with  light 

champagne  surfaces.  A  very  scarce  variety  in  this 
high  grade . 1,350 

1903-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with  lilac  ton¬ 
ing  surrounding  Miss  Liberty . 665 

1905  MS-60.  Light  champagne  surfaces . 185 

1905-S  AU-58.  Golden  and  amber  surfaces . 280 

1907  AU-50.  Lightly  toned . 129 

1907-D  AU-50 . 185 


1908  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light  champagne 


surfaces . 585 

1908  AU-58.  Golden  surfaces . 149 

1908-D  AU-50.  Lightly  toned . 129 

1908-0  AU-58.  Brilliant . 165 

1908- 0  AU-53  (ANACS).  Very  attractive . 135 

1909  MS-60 . 155 

1909  AU-55.  Golden  surfaces . 135 

1909- D  AU-58.  Lightly  toned . 175 

1909-D  AU-55.  Lightly  toned . 165 

1909- D  AU-53 . 159 

191 0- D  AU-58.  Deeply  toned . 295 

1911  EF-45.  Light  champagne  surfaces . 99 

1911- D  AU-53.  Brilliant . 510 

1913  EF-45  (NGC).  Low-mintage  date.  Lightly  toned. 

Under-appreciated  in  the  shadow  of  the  much 
scarcer  1913-S  issue . 465 

1913-D  AU-53.  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 189 

191 3- D  AU-50.  Brilliant . 165 

1914  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  surfaces.  595 

1914  AU-55.  Light  golden  surfaces . 135 

1914- D  AU-55.  Attractive  golden  toning . 135 

191 4- S  MS-62.  Brilliant  and  quite  scarce . 1,150 

1915- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,225 

1915-S  AU-53.  Brilliant . 209 

191 5-S  AU-50.  Brilliant . 195 


Gem  1916-D  Barber  Quarter 

191 6-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  1,495 

Standing  Liberty  Quarters 

Quarters  of  this  design,  produced  from  1916  to 
1930,  are  at  once  interesting  and  beautiful.  In  this  is¬ 
sue  we  offer  a  nice  selection  emphasizing  Mint  State 


pieces  and  rarities.  What  a  nice  start  we  provide  with 
a  beautiful  specimen  of  the  1917.  Soon  thereafter  is 
listed  an  attractive  1918/7-S  overdate.  Beyond  that 
there  are  bound  to  be  other  quarter  dollars  of  interest, 
whether  the  series  is  new  to  you  or  you  have  been  a 
specialist  for  a  long  time. 

Pleasing  1917  Type  I  25C 

1917  Type  I.  MS-65  FH  (PCGS).  A  very  pleasing  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  issue . 1,750 

1917-D  Type  I.  MS-64  FH  (NGC).  Brilliant . 850 

1917-D  Type  I.  MS-64  FH  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 850 

1917-D  Type  1.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  sur¬ 
faces . 355 

1917  Type  II.  MS-65  FH  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,025 

1917-S  Type  II.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  sur¬ 
faces . 1,250 


Brilliant  AU  1918/7-S  25C  Rarity 


1918/7-S  AU-55  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  surfaces 
with  light  toning  around  the  rims.  Overdate 
boldly  defined.  A  magnificent  specimen  of  this 
famous  and  very  elusive  variety.  If  you've  been 
seeking  a  high-grade  specimen  of  this  classic  is¬ 
sue,  your  search  ends  here . 9,850 


Desirable  1918/7-S  Overdate  25<t 


1918/7-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A 
splendid  coin  that  is  sure  to  please.  A  key  to  the 
series . 9,550 


Gem  191 8-D  Quarter 

191 8-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  strong  lus 
tre.  A  beautiful  gem  with  strong  eye  appeal. 
1,595 

191 8-D  MS-62  FH  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  925 


191 8- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 

1919- S  VF-30 .  259 


Call  toll  Free 
To  Order: 

800-222-5993 
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United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


Gem  1920-D  Quarter  Dollar 


1920-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned  in  pale  cham¬ 
pagne  with  deeper  gold  at  the  rims.  Not  easy  to 


find  in  this  high  grade . 2,350 

1920-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 859 

1923  MS-65  (PCGS).  Deep  golden  toning . 650 

1923  MS-65  (PCGS).  Golden  surfaces . 650 


Important  1923-S  Quarter  Dollar 


1923-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  hint  of  golden 
toning  at  the  rims.  An  elusive  low-mintage  date 
that  commands  attention  in  gem  Mint  State.  2,350 

1926-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 325 

1926- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Flashy!  . 325 

1927- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Check  the  low'  mint¬ 
age  figure  for  this  date! . 355 

Lustrous  1927-S  Standing  Liberty  Quarter 


1927-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 3,750 

1929  MS-63.  Brilliant . 195 

1929-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  sur¬ 
faces . . 625 

1929-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  .  2151930  MS-64 
(ANACS).  Lustrous  with  light  golden  sur¬ 
faces . 285 


1932-S  MS-61.  Brilliant . 355 

1932-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 175 

1932-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 165 

1934-D  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant.  A  highly  important 
variety,  one  that  even  years  ago  was  not  easy  to 
find  in  Mint  State  (although  it  is  not  generally  rec¬ 
ognized  as  a  key  issue,  at  least  not  yef) . 1,125 

1937  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 375 

1937  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 175 

1939-D  MS-66.  Brilliant . 199 

1940  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 215 

1940  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 215 

1941  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 165 

1942  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 149 

1942  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1942-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 79 

1944-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 85 

1944-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 

1944-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  whisper 

of  light  toning . 47 

1946  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 89 

1947  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers  with  light  amber 

peripheral  toning . 85 

1947- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 85 

1948- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 85 

1950  MS-66  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  toning 

spot  at  3:00 . 85 

1950-D/S  Breen-4354.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Golden  ton¬ 
ing . 239 

1950- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 75 

1951- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned  with  attractive 

amber  peripheral  toning . 72 

1952- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  amber 

peripheral  toning  from  4:00  to  7:00  on  obverse  and 
from  2:00  to  5:00  on  reverse . 72 

1953- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 75 

1954- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 72 

1954-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Deep  golden  peripheral  ton¬ 
ing . 72 

1957  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lovely  amber  surface  on  the  ob¬ 
verse  while  the  reverse  has  a  whisper  of  light 

golden  toning . 65 

1957  MS-66  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  whisper 

of  light  gold  peripheral  toning . 65 

1963  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1963-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 


Half  Dollars 


Washington  Quarters 

The  new  "state"  reverse  quarter  program  has 
generated  considerable  revised  interest  in  the  entire 
spectrum  of  Washington  quarters.  Advanced  collec¬ 
tors  and  novices  alike  are  all  waiting  for  their  own 
state  reverse  to  be  issued.  We  are  eagerly  anticipat¬ 
ing  our  own  New  1  lampshire  quarter  to  be  issued  in 
the  autumn.  Around  that  time  we'll  write  a  little 
story  about  it,  perhaps  calling  upon  our  fine  friend 
David  Sundman  to  add  details.  Wav  out  in  Colo¬ 
rado,  expatriate  Granite  Stater  Ken  Bressett  had  a  lot 
to  do  with  it,  too. 


Early  half  dollars,  particularly  those  dated  from 
1794  through  the  1830s,  are  very  popular  — and  have 
been  for  a  long  time.  In  this  issue  we  offer  manv  inter¬ 
esting  coins,  all  graded  carefully  and  all  priced  to  be 
good  values  for  you.  Our  selection  begins  in  the 
Draped  Bust  series. 

As  you  know  if  you've  been  a  constant  reader, 
our  problem  is  buying  coins,  not  selling  them!  This  is 
just  the  opposite  of  most  businesses  — which  have  an 
endless  supply  and  have  to  spend  all  of  their  efforts 
persuading  customers  to  make  purchases.  Here  at 
Bowers  and  Merena  we  try  to  be  persuasive,  but  in  a 
gentle  way,  to  be  sure  that  you  buy  exactly  what  vou 


desire.  Actually,  the  coins  themselves  are  our  best 
"salesmen,"  for  virtually  alwavs,  anyone  who  sends 
us  a  trial  order  to  test  our  quality  keeps  coming  back 
again  and  again. 

Draped  Bust  Half  Dollars 

1806  Overton-105.  Rarity-2.  Large  Stars,  Knob  on  6. 

EF-45  (NGC).  Attractive  grav-brown .  895 

1806  O-llla.  Rarity-4.  6  Over  Inverted  6.  VF-.30 

(PCGS).  Late  die  state.  A  scarce  variety  that  is  very 
popular  and  in  demand . 1,395 

Capped  Bust ,  Lettered  Edge 


Half  Dollars 

1809  0-102.  XXX  edge. EF-45 .  339 

1809  0-102.  EF-40.  Deeply  toned  in  shades  of  amber 

with  lovely  blue  peripheral  toning . 235 

1827  0-138.  Rarity-4.  EF-45.  Golden  surfaces  with 

light  blue  peripheral  toning . 495 

1830  0-123.  MS-62 . 795 

1832  0-111.  AU-53.  Nicely  toned . 255 


Capped  Bust ,  Reeded  Edge 
Half  Dollar 


Mint  State  1837  Capped  Bust  5(K 


1837  MS-63.  Brilliant.  Choice  or  gem  Mint  State  ex¬ 
amples  seldom  come  on  the  market,  and  when 
they  do,  they  are  acquired  by  collectors  very 
quickly.  Call  to  reserve  this  one . 2,195 

Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars 

Our  offering  of  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars  in¬ 
cludes  many  interesting  pieces  within  this  popular 
series.  Over  the  years  manv  specialists  in  Libertx 
Seated  half  dollars  have  made  Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries  their  headquarters  for  scarce  and  rare 
pieces.  We  invite  vou  to  join  them! 


1839  No  Drapery  50« 


1839  No  Drapery.  MS-60  First  year  ol  issut  ot  tin 
Liberty  Seated  design,  and  the  onh  year  w  ithout 
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* 


drapery  at  the  elbow  (except  for  "accidental"  no 
drapery  issues  made  later  by  resurfacing  dies). 
Always  popular,  quite  scarce,  and  a  fine  addition 

to  a  type  set . 4,950 

1839  No  Drapery.  EF-40  (AN ACS).  Nice  eye  appeal 
with  gold  and  gray  surfaces.  Another  specimen  of 
the  first  major  variety  of  the  Liberty  Seated  series, 
the  No  Draper)'  format  was  used  for  only  part  of 
this  year . 795 


Unique  1842  Half  Dollar  Variety! 
Small  Date,  Small  Letters 


1842  Small  Date,  Small  Letters.  VF-20  (PCGS).  Me¬ 
dium  silver  gray  with  a  hint  of  pale  gold.  A  re¬ 
cently  discovered  (and  exceedingly  rare; 
probably  unique  at  the  time  of  this  writing)  va¬ 
riety  that  shares  a  Small  Date  obverse  of  1842 
with  a  Small  Letter  reverse  of  pre-1842  vintage. 
Incredibly  enough,  the  reverse  that  appears  here 
is  currently  unknown  in  combination  with  any 
other  obverse  die,  which  adds  immensely  to  the 
importance  of  this  coin.  We  suspect  the  coin  will 
find  a  new  home  in  the  collection  of  an  apprecia¬ 
tive  Liberty  Seated  coinage  specialist.  Ex  Stu 
Levine  and  Sheridan  Downey,  the  lucky  former 
owners . 49,500 

The  discovery  of  this  important  transitional  piece  was 
announced  in  the  April  6, 1998  issue  of  Coin  World,  as  well  as 
in  the  July  1998  issue  of  The  Gobrecht  journal,  the  house  organ 
of  the  Liberty  Seated  Collectors  Club. 


1842  Medium  Date.  AU-50 . 195 

1842  Wiley-Bugert-106.  Medium  Date,  Repunched  18. 

EF-45* . 149 

1842  Medium  Date.  EF-40 . 109 

1847  AU-50 . 219 


Choice  1854-0  Arrows  Half  Dollar 

1854-0  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Experience  teaches 
us  that  the  mintmarked  issues  of  the  1853-1855 
Arrows  coinage  (in  all  denominations)  is  consid¬ 
erably  scarcer  than  the  sometimes  sizable  mintage 
figures  of  those  dates  indicate.  Just  a  thought  for 


the  attentive  collector  to  ponder! . 1,750 

1854-0  Arrows.  AU-50 .  285 


1855-S  Arrows.  F-15  (PCGS).  First  half  dollar  issue  of  the 
San  Francisco  Mint,  and  a  well-known  rarity. .  895 

Although  the  San  Francisco  Mint  opened  for  business 
in  1854,  quarters  and  half  dollars  were  not  struck  until  1855, 
with  the  dime  following  in  1856  and  the  silver  dollar  in  1859. 

1855-S  Arrows.  VG-10.  The  only  With  Arrows  issue 
from  this  Mint  among  all  No  Motto  Liberty  Seated 


half  dollars . 835 

1857  WB-103.  Errant  Date.  EF-40 . 99 

1858  AU-55 . 235 


1858  AU-50 . 195 

1858- 0  AU-50 . 185 

1859  EF-40 . 139 

1859- 0  MS-60  (ANACS).  Lustrous  with  gold,  blue, 

and  gray  surfaces . 395 

1861  MS-60* . 375 

1861  AU-50  (PCI) . 189 

1873  Arrows.  MS-62  (NGC).  Lustrous  champagne 
surfaces . 1,350 

1873  Arrows.  MS-61  (NGC).  Light  champagne  sur¬ 
faces . 1,150 


Lustrous  1873-CC  With  Arrows  50<t 


1873-CC  Arrows,  Small  Mintmark.  AU-55  (NGC). 
Light  golden  toning.  High  grade  (relatively),  at¬ 
tractive  appearance  (very),  and  historical  ap¬ 
peal  (immense)  combine  to  create  a  really  nice 
coin!  . 4,150 


Important  1873-CC  With  Arrows 


1873-CC  Arrows,  Small  Mintmark.  AU-50  (PCGS). 
Brilliant  and  lustrous.  First  year  that  half  dollars 
with  arrows  were  struck  at  Carson  City.  A  key  is¬ 
sue  in  all  grades,  especially  in  Mint  State. ..  3,850 
1874  Arrows.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Frosty  with  light  cham¬ 


pagne  peripheral  toning . 1,395 

1877  Type  II  reverse.  Normal  Date.  MS-60.  Light  am¬ 
ber  toning . 349 

1877  Type  II  reverse.  Normal  Date.  AU-50 . 169 


Beautiful  1877-CC  50<t 

1877-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  surfaces 
highlighted  by  golden  peripheral  toning.  This  is 
one  of  very  few  Carson  City  Mint  issues  (of  any 
denomination)  that  is  reasonably  affordable  in 

Mint  State  quality . 1,650 

1891  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Lovely  golden  surfaces  high¬ 
lighted  with  amber  and  blue  peripheral  toning. 
Sayonara  coin  of  the  Liberty  Seated  series  .  1,250 

Barber  Half  Dollars 

Our  offering  begins  with  the  first  year  of  the  issue, 
1892,  and  concludes  with  the  last,  1915.  Along  the 


way  are  some  memorable  rarities  in  high  grades  as 
well  as  very  affordable  circulated  pieces.  We've 
bought  some  really  nice  coins  lately.  Take  your  pick! 

1892  EF-45.  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  light 

golden  peripheral  toning . 210 

1892-S  MS-62.  Lustrous  champagne  surfaces. .  1,225 
1892-S  MS-61  (NGC).  Lightly  toned  with  highlights 
of  blue  and  gold.  Rare  in  all  grades,  especially  in 
Mint  State . ......  1,095 

1892- S  AU-53  (NGC).  Light  golden  surfaces.  Check 

the  low  mintage  on  this  variety! . 695 

1893  AU-50.  Lightly  toned . 335 

1893- 0  AU-53.  Lustrous  with  sky  blue  surfaces.  415 

1894- S  EF-45.  Lightly  toned . 259 

1894-S  EF-40  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 259 

1897-0  F-12 . 350 

1899  AU-55.  Light  golden  surfaces . 369 

1900- S  EF-45.  Nicely  toned . 235 

1901  AU-55  (NGC).  Flashy  lustre,  light  toning. ..  339 
1901  AU-50  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 325 

1901- S  EF-45.  A  sharp  specimen  of  one  of  the  best¬ 

loved  and  most  desired  dates  within  the  Barber 
half  dollar  series,  and  a  nice  meeting  point  be¬ 
tween  high  grade  and  solid  value  as  well . 645 


1903-0  AU-53  (PCGS).  Light  champagne . 455 

1903-0  EF-45.  Attractive  pewter  gray  surfaces. ..  245 
1904  AU-55.  Brilliant . 375 

1906  AU-55.  Smooth  satiny  surfaces . 350 

1906- D  EF-45.  A  nice  original  piece . 189 

1907  AU-50.  Brilliant . 295 

1907- D  AU-58.  Brilliant . 350 

1907-0  AU-55.  Brilliant . 395 

1909-S  EF-45.  Brilliant  with  a  hint  of  light  golden  pe¬ 
ripheral  toning . 225 

1910  AU-50.  Deeply  toned . 450 

1911  AU-58.  Brilliant . 350 

1912-D  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 385 

1912-D  AU-55.  Brilliant . 365 

1912-D  AU-55  (PCGS).  Light  iridescent  toning. ..  365 
1912-D  AU-50 . 315 

1912- S  AU-50.  Light  champagne  surfaces . 345 

1913- D  AU-50.  Golden  surfaces . 310 

1914- S  AU-55.  Lightly  toned . 455 

1915- S  AU-55.  Lightly  toned . 335 


Liberty  Walking  Half  Dollars 

Welcome  to  one  of  America's  favorite  numismatic 
series,  the  beautiful  Libertv  Walking  half  dollar.  This 
is  another  series  that  has  generated  a  lot  of  interest,  a 
series  that  we  always  pursue,  with  our  customer  ben¬ 
efiting.  Similar  to  many  other  20th-century  series, 
cherrypicking  for  quality  is  recommended,  especially 
among  the  early  issues.  Combining  the  right  grade 
for  your  collection  with  good  eye  appeal  is  critical. 
When  we  search  for  additions  to  our  inventory,  we 
only  consider  those  that  meet  our  standards  for  aes¬ 
thetics.  Then,  the  price  has  to  be  right  so  that  we  can 
offer  our  clients  a  good  value. 

We  invite  vou  to  look  through  our  listings  care¬ 
fully  and  either  begin  a  collection  or  add  to  the  one 
that  you  have— secure  in  the  knowledge  that  vou  will 
like  the  coins  we  send.  In  fact,  we  guarantee  it 
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Gem  1916-S  Half  Dollar 


1917  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 950 

Desirable  191 7-D  Reverse  50C 


1916-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  One  of 
the  nicest  1916-S  half  dollars  we've  ever  had  in 
stock.  Popular  obverse  mintmark  style . 4,95C 

Lustrous  1916-S  Half  Dollar 


1917-D  Mintmark  on  Reverse.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light 
golden  surfaces.  A  scarce  issue  seldom  found  in 
such  fine  preservation . 4,750 

Desirable  Mint  State  1917-S  50C 
Obverse  Mintmark 


1916-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  wonderful  quality  example 
of  the  first  San  Francisco  Mint  Liberty  Walking 
half  dollar.  Mintmark  on  obverse  (convenient  for 
numismatists!) . 2,850 

Lustrous  1916-S  50<t 

1916-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  fully  bril¬ 
liant.  An  attractive  example . 1,795 


1917-S  Mintmark  on  Obverse.  MS-62  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant,  lustrous,  and  beautiful.  A  very  nice  speci¬ 
men  of  this  desirable  Liberty  Walking  half  dollar 


issue . 2,950 

1918  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 925 


Does  an  Inventory  Exist? 


Ed.  Frossard's  journal,  Numisma,  is 
one  of  those  periodicals  that  is  fun  to 
read  in  the  first  place,  then  to  re-read  or 
at  least  re-skim  every  few  years.  Re¬ 
cently,  in  looking  through  it  for  tidbits 
about  gold  coins,  in  the  March  1878  issue 
we  came  across  a  two-page  article  which 
included  a  letter  from  C. 

Wyllys  Betts,  although  his 
name  was  not  signed. 

Betts  as  a  youth  had  made 
a  number  of  colonial  fabri¬ 
cations  and  other  curiosi¬ 
ties,  some  of  which  were 
published  in  an  adden¬ 
dum  by  W.  Elliott  Wood¬ 
ward  in  1864  (a  fact  not 
mentioned  by  Frossard), 
but  which  were  mostly 
otherwise  forgotten. 


The  question  of  the  day  is:  Does  any¬ 
one  have  an  inventory  of  the  "great  num¬ 
ber  of  store  cards"  that  Betts  made  circa 
1862?  An  excerpt  from  his  1878  letter: 

Unfortunately  [for  Betts  was  remorse¬ 
ful  about  deceiving  collectors]  someone 
about  1862  presented  me  with  a  set  of  let¬ 
ters  and  several  engraving 
tools,  and  in  learning  the  use 
of  them  I  made  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  store  cards  and 
medallets,  most  of  which  are 
unique,  and  all,  1  think,  in 
the  Yale  College  cabinet. 

The  earlier  ones  1  look 
upon  with  some  interest  be¬ 
cause  they  used  to  afford  me 
a  great  deal  of  amusement, 
not  only  in  the  making,  but 
in  the  astonishment  of  col¬ 
lectors  when  looking  over 
my  cabinet. 


Lightly  Toned  1918-S  Half  Dollar 


1918-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned  and  very  at¬ 
tractive.  Not  as  scarce  as  some  other  dates,  vet 
still  difficult  to  locate  with  pleasing  aesthetic 
quality . 2,950 


Superb  Gem  1919  Half  Dollar 


1919  MS-66  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  light  rose  surfaces 
Fabulous!  Exciting!  A  treasure  for  the  connois¬ 
seur!  Truly,  this  is  a  memorable  coin.  This  is  one 
of  the  key-date  issues  among  early  Libertv  Walk¬ 
ing  half  dollars.  In  fact,  anv  pre-1934  half  dollar  of 
this  design,  in  Mint  State,  can  be  considered  a  kev 
issue . 5,750 


Brilliant  1919  50<t 


1919  MS-63  (PCGS).  Fullv  brilliant  with  satiny  lustre 
A  hard-to-find  issue  in  higher  quality . 2,650 


Enjoi f  Yourself! 

Coin  collecting  is  a  very  pleasurable 
pursuit.  The  best  way  to  "get  involved" 
is  to  buy  some  useful  and  interesting 
books  on  the  subject  — not  price  guides 
or  market  reports,  but  books  that  tell 
you  about  coins,  how  they  were  made 
and  how  they  were  used. 

Our  Books  for  Sale  section  offers 
many  interesting  and  worthwhile 
titles,  all  priced  at  a  discount! 
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You've  come  to  the  right  place  for 


Stock  No.  BL-7X:  Hastings  triple 
lens  system,  highly  corrected  optical 
glass,  swings  into  chrome-plated  case 
which  serves  as  handle.  7X  power. 
Somewhat  limited  field  of  vision;  ex¬ 
cellent  for  detail  work  (overdates,  die 
varieties,  repunched  letters,  etc.).  $44. 


Stock  No.  BL-5X:  Inexpensive 
“Packette”  5X  magnifier  ol  molded 
optical  plastic.  Folds  into  plastic  case. 
A  good  pocket  glass  with  good  field  of 
vision.  Priced  inexpensively;  ifyoulose 
it,  you  can  easily  buy  another.  $9. 


Stock  No.  BL-9X:  Combination  of 
two  lenses  in  durable  plastic  case;  two 
lenses  fold  into  case,  which  serves  as 
handle.  Yields  4X  to  9X  power.  Wide 
field  of  vision  permits  easy  inspection 
of  coins  for  grading,  enjoyment,  etc. 
Our  favorite  all-purpose  glass.  $23. 


“Certified  Coin  Estate”  Display  Album  Cases 


This  great  “top  of  the  line”  product 
consists  of  a  finely  crafted  wooden 
case  which  opens  like  a  book — ac¬ 
cented  with  brass  hinges  and  an 
engravable  brass  nameplate.  Within 
are  three  removable  leatherette  trays. 
Each  tray  is  die-cut  with  nine  open¬ 
ings  suitable  for  displaying  your 
choice  of  PCGS,  NGC,  PCI,  and/or 
ANACS  plastic  holders.  Thus,  the 
album  will  showcase  in  a  deluxe  man¬ 
ner  a  total  of  27  coins. 

For  example,  four  of  these  cases, 
with  a  total  capacity  of  108  coins, 
would  do  justice  to  the  finest  collec¬ 
tion  of  Morgan  silver  dollars,  1878- 
1921,  ever  formed. 


Here  is  how  to  order: 

CCE-001:  Deluxe  wooden  book-style 
album  with  three  trays  (specify  choice  of 
trays;  mix  or  match:  green  for  PCGS 
only;  blue  for  NGC  and/or  PCI  only; 
black  “universal”  holder  for  various  types 


of  “slabs”  mixed  in  the  same  tray).  $144. 

CCE-020:  Display  tray  only,  green 
background.  Suitable  for  PCGS  only. 
Holds  nine  certified  coins.  $19.95. 

CCE-021:  Display  tray  only,  blue  back¬ 
ground.  Suitable  for  NGC  and/or  PCI 
only.  Holds  nine  certified  coins.  $19.95. 

CCE-022:  Display  tray  only,  black 
background.  “Universal”  type  suitable 
lor  mixing  and  matching  in  the  same  tray 
your  choice  of  PCGS,  NGC,  PCI,  or  old- 
style  ANACS  “slabs.  ”  Our  most  versatile 
tray.  Holds  nine  certified  coins.  $22.95. 

CCE-030:  Clear  acrylic  dust  cover  suit¬ 
able  lor  any  ol  the  alxwe  trays;  usctul  if  the 
trays  are  not  stored  in  an  album.  $9.95. 


United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


Lustrous  1919-S  50c 

191 9-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  A  lovely  and  lustrous  coin  that 
will  surely  please.  Rare  in  all  high  grades. .  1,850 
1919-S  EF-40.  A  very  pleasing  specimen  at  the  EF-40 

level.  A  key  to  the  series . 875 

1919-S  EF-40  (ANACS).  A  very  desirable  example  of 
this  hard-to-find  San  Francisco  issue . 875 


Gem  1920  Half  Dollar 


1920  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Much  rarer  in  gem  con¬ 
dition  than  generally  believed.  One  of  many  really 
outstanding  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars  listed 
here.  If  quality  is  your  forte,  you've  come  to  the 

right  place! . ?.*. . 4,650 

1920  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 635 

1920-S  AU-50  (ANACS).  A  nice  original  example  with 
light  toning . 395 


Important  Key-Date  1921-S  50c 


1921-S  VF-35  (PCGS).  A  nice  original  piece  with  lively 
rose  iridescence  on  golden  gray  surfaces.  An  im¬ 
portant  key  date  in  all  grades,  particularly  in  VF 

or  finer . 2,800 

Three  of  the  most  important  dates  in  the  Liberty  Walk¬ 
ing  half  dollar  series  all  bear  the  date  1921,  these  being,  of 
course,  the  1921, 1921-D,  and  1921-S  issues.  The  1921-S  issue 
has  the  largest  tnintage'of  these  three  dates,  and  is  valued 
accordingly  in  grades  of  Good  to  Very  Fine.  In  VF,  the  date 
becomes  more  valuable  in  relationship  to  the  other  two  1921- 
dated  issues,  and  at  "just"  the  EF-40  level,  the  1921-S  half 
dollar  becomes  the  undisputed  king  of  the  entire  series.  A 
splendid  VF  example,  such  as  that  offered  here,  affords  the 
"best  of  both  worlds"  to  the  potential  buyer.  The  quality  is 
outstanding,  yet  the  price  is  affordable,  particularly  when 
compared  to  pieces  at  higher  levels  than  that  offered  here. 

Choice  Mint  State  1927-S  50c 

1927-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  light 


gold  toning . 1,895 

Choice  1927-S  Half  Dollar 
1927-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lovely . 1,895 


Lustrous  1928-S  Half  Dollar 

1928-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  pale 
( hampagne  toning  on  both  sides.  A  lovely  coin  for 


the  grade,  one  that  seriously  challenges  the 
quality  of  coins  graded  MS-63;  in  short,  a  win¬ 


ner . 1,695 

1929-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 675 

1929-S  MS-65  (NGC)  Brilliant . 

1929-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of 

light  golden  toning . 775 

1929-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces  with 

amber  and  blue  peripheral  toning . 775 

1933-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 1,150 


Liberty  Walking  half  dollars  can  be  classified  in  two 
convenient  groups,  including  the  rarities  of  the  teens  and  20s 
and  the  much  higher  mintages  of  the  30s  and  40s.  Many  collect 
the  "short  set"  from  1934  through  1947.  This  1933-S  issue, 
therefore,  is  caught  in  between,  being  a  much  scarcer  issue,  yet 
generally  not  included  as  part  of  the  short  set  coins. 


1933-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,150 

1933- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,150 

1934  MS-65.  Brilliant . 425 

1934  MS-65  (NGC).  Light  champagne  iridescent  ton¬ 
ing . 425 

1934  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 425 

1934- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 420 

1934-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 229 


Gem  Mint  State  1934-S  50C 


1934-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Mainly  brilliant  and  highly  lus¬ 
trous  with  a  whisper  of  pale  gold  near  the  rims. 
Sharply  struck  with  virtually  complete  hand  and 
head  details  on  the  obverse.  Elusive  so  fine.  3,450 
1934-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  lot  of  coin  for  the 
money.  The  MS-64  grade  is  ever  so  slightly  less  in 
grade  than  an  MS-65,  but,  to  paraphrase  George 
M.  Cohan,  what  a  difference  in  price!  Value  per¬ 
sonified!  Whether  you  live  in  New  Rochelle  (the 
Cohan  connection)  or  on  Mercer  Island,  if  you 
collect  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars  and  want  a 
1934-S  combining  high  grade  with  low  price,  this 

is  it! . 1,260 

1934-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  attractive  deep 
golden  toning  circling  Miss  Libert}' . 665 

1934- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . . 665 

1935  MS-66  (NGC).  Light  golden  surfaces . 525 

1935  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 525 

1935  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 325 

1935- D  MS-65(NGC).  Brilliant . 1,395 

1935-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light  golden 

toning.  A  very  attractive  example  of  this  issue. 
Rather  rare  in  the  context  of  Liberty  Walking  half 

dollars  from  this  decade . 1,395 

1935-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 315 


Call  Toll  Free:  800-222-5993 


Lovely  Gem  Proof  1936  50c 


1936  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  highly  lustrous 
with  a  hint  of  pale  champagne  toning  on  the  re¬ 
verse.  A  pleasing  gem  with  a  modicum  of  cameo 
contrast  present . 3,695 


Attractive  Proof  1936  50C 


1936  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  highly  attractive  example 
with  faint  gold  peripheral  toning . 3,695 


Gem  Proof  1936  Liberty  Walking  50< 


1936  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Wonderful  champagne  sur¬ 


faces.  Lots  of  eye  appeal . 3,695 

1936  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 250 

1936  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1936-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 365 

1936-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 105 

1937  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 275 

1937  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 209 

1937  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 75 


Superb  Gem  1937-D  50c 


1937-D  MS-67  (PCGS)  1  ustrous  Seldom  oncoun 
tered  in  superb  gem  preservation  In  fact,  wo 
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don't  know  where  another  can  be  obtained -at 


least  not  easily.  Call  quickly . 3,750 

1937- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant. . 459 

1938  Proof-62.  Brilliant . 435 

1938  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 495 

1938  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 495 

1938- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 965 

1938-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 965 

A  key  issue  of  the  era,  the  lowest  mintage  circulation 
strike  half  dollar  of  the  1930s.  Only  491,600  were  struck 

1938-D  AU-55.  Brilliant . 295 

1938- D  AU-50.  Brilliant . 239 

1939  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 155 

1939- D  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 315 

1939- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 315 

1940  MS-66  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  light  champagne 

surfaces . 210 

1940  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  center  with  yellow  pe¬ 
ripheral  toning . 210 

1940  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 135 

1940- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,295 

1940-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 419 

1940- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 419 

1941  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 395 

1941  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Attractive  champagne . 395 

1941  MS-65.  Brilliant . 115 

1941  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 115 

1941  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 115 

1941  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 55 

1941- D  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 175 

1941-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 135 

1941-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 135 

1941- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,250 

1 941  -S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 105 

1942  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 395 

1942  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant . 575 

1942  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 109 

1942  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1942  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1942  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 49 

1942  MS-63.  Brilliant . 45 

1942  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1942- D  MS-66.  Brilliant . 295 

1942-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Satiny  surfaces  with  a  whisper 

of  light  gold  toning . 295 

1942-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 199 

1942-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 89 

1942-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 73 

Superb  Gem  1942-S  50<t 
1942-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  condition  rarity  so 

fine! . 1.850 

1942-S  MS-65  Brilliant . 589 

1942-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 589 

1942-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 589 

1943  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 159 

1943  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1943  MS-64  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 49 

1943  MS-63.  Brilliant . 45 

1943  MS-63  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 45 

1943  MS-60.  Brilliant . 29 

1943  AU-58  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 27 

194  DMS66.  Brilliant  169 


1943-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lovely  satiny  surfaces  with  a 


hint  of  golden  toning . 169 

1943-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 125 

1943-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 125 

1943-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1943-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 695 

1943-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 435 

1943-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  golden  sur¬ 
faces . 435 

1943- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 435 

1944  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1944  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1944- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 179 

1944-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 


Outstanding  1944-S  Half  Dollar 


1944-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 2,550 


Superb  1944-S  Half  Dollar 


1944-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 2,550 

1944-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 485 

1944-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with  golden 
peripheral  toning . 485 

1944- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 485 

1945  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 105 

1945  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1945  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1945  MS-63.  Brilliant . 45 

1945  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1945  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 45 

1945  MS-62.  Brilliant . 31 

1945  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 31 

1945- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 99 

1945-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1945-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 155 

1945-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 155 

1945-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 155 


Now  it  seems  to  us  that  we  have  the  nicest  quality 
inventory  of  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars  anywhere  in  the 
country.  If  you  like  "high-end"  pieces,  you've  come  to  the 
right  place  And,  once  you  see  the  quality  we  deliver,  our 


prices  will  seem  like  bargains' 

1945-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 55 

1946  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 450 


1946  MS-65.  Brilliant . 149 

1946  MS-65  (AN ACS).  Brilliant .  144 

1946  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant .  144 

1946  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 149 


One  coin  at  a  time.. . .  Use  this  listing  to  start,  or  add  to, 
a  fine  collection  of  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars.  We  invite  you 
to  sign  up  with  Gail  or  Janet  and  become  a  member  of  our 
Collection  Portfolio  Program.  In  this  way  we  will  make  auto¬ 
matic  shipments  to  you  of  the  coins  you  want  and  of  the  grades 
and  quality  you  desire,  all  backed  by  our  guarantee  of  satisfac¬ 


tion.  Sign  up  today! 

1946-D  MS-66.  Brilliant . 219 

1946  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 149 

1946-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 99 

1946-D  MS-62.  Brilliant . 34 

1946-S  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 135 

1946- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  golden  sur¬ 
faces . 135 

1947  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 350 

1947  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 155 

1947- D  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 650 

1947-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Attractive  champagne  sur¬ 
faces . 115 


Franklin  Half  Dollars 

Franklin  half  dollars  have  been  selling!  And,  we 
have  been  buying!  All  of  this  equates  to  our  having  a 
very  nice  inventory,  one  that  will  please  the  condi¬ 
tion-conscious  buyer.  The  completion  of  a  set, 

1948-1963,  is  within  the  reach  of  just  about  everyone. 
If  you're  on  a  budget,  consider  MS-63,  equivalent  to 
choice  Mint  State.  If  you  have  extra  funds  in  your 
checking  account,  consider  MS-64  or  MS-65,  and 


search  for  fully  struck  coins  with  Full  Bell  Lines.  Our 
selection  is  of  very  high  quality. 

1948  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 185 

1948-D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1948- D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1949  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 895 

1949  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 125 

1949- D  MS-64  FBL.  Brilliant . 295 

1949-D  MS-64  FBL  (ANACS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a 

hint  of  light  golden  toning.  Oh  so  close  to  MS-65, 

but  oh  so  far  away  in  price! . 295 

1949-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 55 


Discover  Bowers  and  Merena 

If  you  like  QUALITY  coins,  as  we 
do,  and  you  want  excellent  VALUE  for 
your  money,  discover  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries  by  placing  a  trial  or¬ 
der  today.  Do  this,  and  vou'll  be  a  cli¬ 
ent  for  manv  years.  In  fact,  some  of  our 
clients  have  been  with  us  since  we 
started  our  business  in  1953!  (The  num¬ 
ber  gets  smaller  each  year,  due  to  the 
human  predicament  of  not  being  able 
to  live  forever!) 
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1950-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces.189 


1951  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1951  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 65 

1951-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 115 

1952  MS-65  FBL  (ANACS) . 205 

1952  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 75 

1953  MS-65  Brilliant . 195 

1953  AU-55.  Brilliant . 12 

1953-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 55 

1953-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 79 

1953- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1954  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 259 

1954  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 89 

1954  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1954  MS-63.  Brilliant . 12 

1954- D  MS-65  FBL.  Brilliant . 235 

1954-D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 235 

1954-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 159 

1954-D  MS-64  FBL.  Brilliant . 45 

1954-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1954-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 25 

1954-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 55 

1954-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 55 

1954-S  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1954-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 19 

1955  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1956  MS-64.  Brilliant . 19 

1957  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 225 

1957  MS-65  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 65 

1957  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 65 

1957  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 65 

1957-D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 225 

1957- D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1958  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1958  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers  with  light  golden 

peripheral  toning . 65 

1958- D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 200 

1958-D  MS-64  FBL.  Brilliant . 45 

1958-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1958- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 12 

1959  MS-65  FBL.  Brilliant . 245 

1959  MS-65.  Brilliant . 145 

1959  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with  light  gold 

peripheral  toning . 145 

1959  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 145 

1959  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 145 

1959  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1959  MS-63.  Brilliant . 12 

1959- D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 275 

While  we  have  a  great  stock  of  Franklin  half  dollars,  it 
will  help  you  and  also  help  us  if  you  have  second  choices  in 
mind  when  you  telephone,  fax,  or  mail  your  order. 

1959-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . . . 165 

1959-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 55 

1959- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 12 

1960  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1960  MS-65.  Brilliant . 165 

I960  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 165 

I960  MS-64  FBL  (ICG).  Brilliant . 55 

1960  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 55 

1960  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 19 

1960  MS-63.  Brilliant . 12 

1960- D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 95 


1960- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 12 

1961  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 19 

1961  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 19 

1961  MS-65.  Brilliant . 235 

1961  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  light  gold  periph¬ 
eral  toning . 235 

1961  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 235 

1961  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 235 

1961  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 160 

1961  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1961  MS-63.  Brilliant . 12 

1961- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 450 

1961-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 450 

1961-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 

1961-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 28 

1961-D  MS-64  (ANACS).  Light  golden  surfaces. ..  28 

1961-D  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 28 

1961-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 28 

1961-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 28 

1961- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 12 

1962  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 19 

1962  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  19 

1962  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 245 

1962  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 245 

1962  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 185 

1962  MS-63.  Brilliant . 12 

1962- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 365 

1962-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 365 

1962-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 

1962-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 25 

1962-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 12 

Our  stock  of  Franklin  half  dollars  varies  from  just  one 
or  two  of  each  variety  to  scads  of  them,  this  latter  situation 
being  true  for  the  1962-D. 

1962- D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 12 

1963  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 19 

1963  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 19 

1963  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 79 

1963  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1963  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 

1963  MS-64.  Brilliant . 19 

1963  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 19 

1963  MS-63.  Brilliant . 12 

1963- D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 265 

1963-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 79 

1963-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1963-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning . 79 

1963-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35 

1963-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 19 

1963-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 12 


Silver  Dollars 

For  decades,  knowledgeable  silver  dollar  collec¬ 
tors  have  turned  to  Bowers  and  Merena  for  quality 
coins  and  great  value.  Long-time  customers  know 
that  when  quality  counts,  they  can  count  on  us  to 
deliver.  Silver  dollars  have  long  been  one  of  our  spe¬ 
cialties  and  we  are  justifiably'  proud  of  the  fact  that  we 
have  been  instrumental  in  forming  some  of  the  finest 
silver  dollar  collections  ever  assembled. 

The  current  listing  begins  with  an  outstanding 
1795  Draped  Bust  dollar -the  first  appearance  of  this 


popular  design  style  on  anv  U.S.  denomination  —  and 
then  continues  with  other  delightful  earlv  dollar1'  An 
1836  Gobrecht  dollar  is  offered,  a  rare  and  popular 
date  that  has  become  a  mainstay  with  early  dollar 
specialists.  If  you  specialize  in  Liberty  Seated  dollars, 
then  you've  come  to  the  right  place.  We  have  dates 
and  grades  to  suit  every  collecting  interest,  including 
desirable  branch  mint  rarities  and  other  popular  is¬ 
sues.  We  also  offer  a  grand  selection  of  Morgan  and 
Peace  dollars  for  your  collecting  needs.  We  look  for¬ 
ward  to  your  order. 

Draped  Bust  Dollars 


Impressive  1795  Draped  Bust  $1 


1795  Bowers  Borckardt-51.  AU-50  (PCGS).  First  die  in 
American  coinage  to  use  the  Draped  Bust  obverse 
design.  A  lovely  specimen  that  combines  high 
grade  and  attractive  appearance . 9,100 


Modern-Day  Treasure  Hunt 
(update) 

If  vou  are  a  constant  reader  of  the 

J 

Rare  Coin  Reinew  you  may  have  noticed 
our  comments  about  a  coin  treasure  we 
have  been  seeking  (see  page  15  of  our 
last  issue).  Well,  the  S.S.  Central 
America  coin  activity  has  sidetracked 
us,  and  we  still  have  not  completed  our 
report,  nor  have  we  met  with  the 
owner  of  the  property  to  see  if  we  can 
do  some  exploring  or  poking  around. 

In  the  last  century,  it  was  said  that  a 
numismatic  treasure  was  hidden  in  a 
mansion  — such  treasure  including  a 
virtually  perfect  1793  copper  cent!  Per¬ 
haps  by  our  next  issue  we'll  have  a  full 
report.  We  have  every  reason  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  the  mansion  still  stands,  but 
what  about  the  treasure?  Perhaps  it 
will  turn  out  to  be  something  like  "The 
Musgrave  Ritual."  Who  knows? 
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Delightful  1798  Draped  Bust  $1 


1798  BB-108.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Deeply  toned.  A  wonder¬ 
ful  candidate  for  your  type  set,  representing  the 
first  year  with  the  Heraldic  Eagle  reverse. ...  4,495 

Gobrecht  Dollar 


Important  1836  Gobrecht  $1 
C.  GOBRECHT  F.  on  Base 
Die  Alignment  IV 


1836  Pollock-65,  Judd-60.  Rarity-3.  AU-50  (PCGS). 
Die  Alignment  IV.  Sharply  struck  with  consider¬ 
able  remaining  Proof  lustre.  Very  light  hairlines  as 

almost  always  seen . 8,550 

Although  PCGS  calls  this  a  restrike  on  the  holder,  it  is 
actually  what  numismatists  refer  to  as  the  second  original, 
issue  of  March  31, 1837.  Further  information  is  available  in  Q. 
David  Bowers'  book,  Silver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of  the 
United  States,  A  Complete  Encyclopedia. 

Liberty  Seated  Dollars 

Liberty  Seated  dollars  are  among  the  most  elusive 
of  all  U.S.  design  types.  Virtually  every  date  in  the 
series  can  be  considered  rare  in  Mint  State,  and  even 
in  EF  or  finer,  this  series  presents  an  amazing  chal¬ 
lenge  to  the  date  collector.  Curiously  enough,  and 
quite  enticing  to  potential  buyers,  current  prices  do 
not  really  reflect  the  overall  rarity  of  the  series.  Good 
values  can  be  found  in  our  listing,  which  is  among  the 
nicest  we  have  ever  had.  We  offer  something  for  ev¬ 
eryone,  if  you  would  — from  entry-level  coins  to 
treasures  for  the  advanced  collector. 

All-58  Seated  Liberty  $1 
1840  AU-58  (NGC).  Light  golden  surfaces.  A  delight¬ 
ful  first  year  of  issue  type  coin.  We  really  enjoy 
1840  silver  dollars,  and  every  now  and  then  in  a 
footnote  we  will  have  a  little  essay  about  their  elu¬ 


sive  character.  This  is  a  "then"  instance,  not  a 
"now,"  but  if  you  buy  this  coin  and  would  like 
an  additional  commentary  by  QDB,  just  tell  Gail 
Watson  or  Janet  Lavertue  and  they  will  go  to 
Dave's  office,  interrupt  him,  and  make  him 
send  you  a  note!  (Actually,  he  will  enjoy  doing 
this.) . 1,595 

Attractive  1850  Liberty  Seated  $1 
A  Low-Mintage  Rarity 

1850  AU-50.  Attractive  heather  and  iridescent  toning 
as  usually  seen  only  when  old-time  collections  are 
marketed.  Some  prooflike  surface  (typical  of 
nearly  all  specimens  of  this  date)  can  be  seen 
when  the  coin  is  held  at  an  angle  to  the  light.  The 
1850  dollar,  of  which  only  7,500  were  struck,  has 
long  been  regarded  as  one  of  the  key  issues  in  the 
series  — not  a  fantastic  rarity,  but  still  quite  diffi¬ 
cult  to  locate,  especially  in  higher  grades. ..  1,950 
1850-0  VF-35  (PCGS).  Nicely  toned  in  lilac  and 
golden  gray.  A  scarce  New  Orleans  Mint  issue 
from  just  the  second  year  of  branch  mint  coinage 

in  the  denomination . 1,095 

1855  VF-20.  Very  elusive  today,  as  it  has  been  for 
nearly  a  century  and  a  half.  In  1859,  Dr.  M.W. 

Dickeson  called  the  1855  "scarce." . 1,950 

1859  MS-60.  Lightly  toned.  Nice  for  a  type  set. ..  995 
1859-0  MS-61.  Lustrous  and  brilliant  with  a  trace  of 
rose  at  the  rims.  One  of  just  a  few  dates  in  the  se¬ 
ries  that  can  be  found  in  Mint  State  with  any  regu¬ 


larity . 1,095 

1859-0  MS-60.  Light  champagne  surfaces . 995 


Uncirculated  1861  Silver  $1 
Rare  So  Fine 


1861  MS-61.  Brilliant  surfaces  (dipped).  Sharply 

struck  and  quite  attractive  overall.  Perhaps  a  can¬ 
didate  for  judicious  re-toning.  In  any  event,  any 
Mint  State  1861  dollar  is  an  extreme  rarity,  and 
often  years  will  elapse  between  our  having  one  in 
stock!  Satisfaction  guaranteed! . 3,150 

Proof  1862  $1  Rarity 

1862  Net  Proof-62.  Brilliant,  cleaned  some  time  ago, 

and  with  some  verdigris.  Net  Proof-62  seems  to  be 
a  good  designation.  The  1862  date  is  very  elusive, 
and  the  current  Guide  Book  catalogues  $950  in  EF- 
40  grade.  Satisfaction  guaranteed  for  this  Proof  at 
just . 1,950 

1866  With  Motto.  AU-50  Lustrous  silver  gray  with 


rose  highlights.  Nicely  struck.  The  first  year  of 
silver  dollar  coinage  with  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  as 

part  of  the  design . 995 

1868  EF-40.  Lustrous  silver  gray  with  attractive 
golden  high  points . 465 

Popular  1870-CC  Liberty  Seated  $1 
First  of  the  Carson  City  Legacy 

1870-CC  EF-40.  Cleaned  long  ago.  Sharp  and  attrac¬ 
tive.  Popular  first  year  of  issue  of  the  Carson  City 
Liberty  Seated  dollar,  and  the  only  CC  dollar  of 
this  type  that  is  readily  available.  Satisfaction 
guaranteed! . 1,450 

The  Carson  City  Mint:  This  institution  was  established 
by  the  Act  of  March  3,  1863,  which  provided  also  for  the 
appointment  of  a  superintendent  at  $2,000  a  year  and  an 
assayer,  a  melter-refiner,  and  a  coiner  for  $1,800  each  annually. 

The  Comstock  Lode,  which  was  discovered  in  June 
1859,  was  located  approximately  15  miles  away  and  for  a  time 
was  America's  richest  silver  bonanza.  In  addition,  large  quan¬ 
tities  of  gold  were  extracted  from  the  earth  in  the  district. 

The  Carson  City  Mint  was  ready  to  do  business  in 
December  1869.  Dies  dated  1869  were  sent  by  the  Philadelphia 
Mint  and  were  received  at  Carson  City  by  October  21, 1869. 
How  many  were  sent  is  not  known;  no  inventory  listing  of  1869 
and  1870  dies  has  been  found.  The  1869-dated  dies  were  not 
used;  the  reverses  were  probably  held  for  1870  and  later  use. 

The  first  Carson  City  Mint  coins  were  silver  dollars 
minted  from  1870-dated  dies  on  February  10, 1870,  a  quantity 
of  3,747  pieces.  All  were  struck  using  a  press  made  in  Philadel¬ 
phia  by  Morgan  &  Orr.  Each  1870-CC  dollar  bore  the  distinc¬ 
tive  CC  mintmark  on  the  reverse.  On  February  11th,  Andrew 
Wright  received  the  first  delivery  of  CC  dollars,  a  quantity  of 
2,300  coins.  Wright,  a  watchman  or  guard  at  the  Mint,  was 
undoubtedly  entrusted  with  their  safekeeping  and/or  paying 
them  out.  An  additional  three  coins  were  saved  for  the  Assay 
Commission. 

Others  then  and  later  were  shipped  by  horsedrawn 
wagon  30  miles  over  very  rough  roads  to  the  railhead  in  Reno. 
Stored  in  cloth  bags,  the  coins  were  extensively  marked  by  the 
time  they  arrived  at  Reno,  more  so  at  their  final  destinations. 

Production  of  Liberty  Seated  dollars  at  Carson  City 
continued  through  early  1873,  after  which  the  new  Mint  Act 
abolished  the  denomination,  and  this  branch  began  making 
trade  dollars.  Production  of  standard  dollars  resumed  in  1 878  at 
the  Carson  City  Mint,  using  the  new  Morgan  design,  continuing 
through  1885,  when  Mint  Bureau  orders  suspended  all  Carson 
City  coinage  operations.  From  1889  through  1893  additional 
dollars  were  made  there.  In  later  years  the  Carson  City  Mint 
served  as  an  assay  office.  No  coins  were  struck  after  1893. 

In  addition  to  silver  dollars,  the  Carson  City  Mint 
struck  silver  dimes,  20-cent  pieces,  quarter  dollars,  half  dol¬ 
lars,  and  trade  dollars,  as  well  as  gold  coins  of  the  values  of  $5, 


Quality 

The  Bowers  and  Merena  difference! 
For  over  45  years,  since  our  founding 
in  1953,  we  have  been  supplying 
choice,  rare,  and  interesting  coins,  to¬ 
kens,  medals,  and  paper  money  to  dis¬ 
criminating  collectors,  dealers,  and 
museums.  If  quality  is  important  to 
you,  you've  come  to  the  right  place.  Let 
us  help  you  build  a  fine  collection  com¬ 
bining  excellent  quality  and  value  for 
the  price  paid. 
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$10,  and  $20.  Each  Carson  Citv  coin  bore  the  distinctive  CC 
mintmark  on  its  reverse. 

Following  the  release  of  the  first  1870-CC  dollars,  the 
Carson  City  Daily  Appeal  stated: 

"Carson  Mint  dollars  have  made  their  appearance. 
They  are  notable  coins  for  several  reasons.  In  the  first  place, 
they  are  living  refutation  of  the  old,  carping  prediction  that 
there  would  never  beany  money  issued  from  the  Carson  Mint; 
and  in  the  second  place  they  are  the  only  silver  dollars  that 
have  been  minted  for  several  vears.  They  are  very  handsomely 
coined;  very  good  to  jingle,  and  powerful  good  for  sore  eyes. 
They  are  worth  just  eight  cents  more  than  two  silver  half 
dollars." 


Pleasing  1871-CC  Liberty  Seated  Dollar 


1871 -CC  VF-35  (PCGS).  Attractive  golden  surfaces. 
Seldom  available  and  always  in  demand.  Entic¬ 
ingly  low  mintage . 6,995 


Uncirculated  1872  Silver  $1 

1872  MS-62.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A  very  nice  speci¬ 
men  at  this  grade  level . 1,450 

Rare  1872-CC  $1 


1872-CC  VF-20.  Light  gray  toned  surfaces,  probably 
cleaned  long  ago  an  many  specimens  were.  A  nice 


Carson  City  Delicacies 

There  is  something  special  about 
Carson  City  coins,  what  with  their  be¬ 
ing  minted  in  the  middle  of  the  Wild 
West  during  its  wildest  days,  with  their 
generally  low  mintages,  and  more. 

In  this  issue  you'll  find  many  inter¬ 
esting  Carson  City  coins.  Use  the  op¬ 
portunity  to  add  some  "CC"  pieces  to 
your  collection! 


specimen  of  this  scarce  Carson  City  dollar,  a  coin 
with  a  mintage  of  only  3,150  pieces . 2,450 

Popular  1872-S  Dollar 
Lustrous  and  Attractive 


1872-S  AU-55.  Quite  scarce  in  all  grades,  particularly 
AU  or  higher.  This  is  the  only  collectible  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Mint  Liberty  Seated  dollar  with  motto.  3,750 
1873  MS-60.  Brilliant . 1,295 

Famous  1873-CC  $1  Rarity 
Low-Mintage  Key  Date 


1873-CC  EF-40.  Gray  toned  surfaces.  The  highlight 
among  mintmarked  coins  in  the  present  offering. 
Seldom  offered  in  any  grade.  A  numismatic  land¬ 
mark.  Rarest  of  the  branch  mint  Liberty  Seated 
dollars  except  for  1870-S . 15,500 

Morgan  Silver  Dollars 

We  are  the  indisputable  world's  leader  — or  at 
least  we  think  we  are  — when  it  comes  to  buying  rare 
cjuality  Morgan  silver  dollars.  Our  most  recent  buying 
trip  was  a  smashing  success.  Read  the  following  list¬ 
ing  and  you  will  agree  that  it  is  one  of  the  finest 
selections  of  Morgan  dollars  we  have  offered  in  re¬ 
cent  times. 

Check  out  our  current  selection,  then  call  our  Di¬ 
rect  Sales  Department  team  (Gail  Watson  and  Janet 
Lavertue).  Just  a  few  days  after  you  place  your  order 
(even  quicker  if  you  desire  overnight  delivery;  ask 
about  the  details),  some  of  the  most  beautiful  Morgan 
dollars  you've  ever  seen  will  be  arriving  in  your  mail¬ 
box! 

For  some  of  the  more  plentiful  dates,  we  may  be 
several  coins  "deep"  in  inventory,  while  some  of  the 
rare  dates  listed  may  be  one-of-a-kind  in  our  stock. 
Our  best  advice  is  to  order  earlv  to  be  assured  of  your 
selection 


Right  now,  Morgan  dollars  are  among  the  most 
widely  collected  of  all  American  coins  In  tact,  among 
19th  (and  early  20th)-centurv  series,  they  are  the  un¬ 
disputed  leader.  And,  as  well  they  should  lx*!  A  basic 
set  of  dates  and  mints  comprises  slightly  fewer  than 
100  coins,  most  of  which  are  available  in  attractive 
Mint  State  grades  for  less  than  several  hundred  dol¬ 
lars  per  coin,  with  some  of  the  dates  available  for  a  lot 
less. 


A  truly  knowledgeable  numismatist  typically  seeks 
"a  lot  of  coin  for  the  money."  There  may  be  no  better 
place  in  numismatics  than  the  Morgan  dollar  series 
when  it  comes  to  value  and  quality.  For  instance,  a 
complete  collection,  including  one  of  each  date  and 
mint  of  Morgan  dollars,  is  actually  obtainable  for 
most  collectors,  the  major  "stopper"  being  the  1895 
Philadelphia  Mint  Proof-only  coin.  If  you  modify 
your  goal  to  include  one  of  each  date  and  mint  actu¬ 
ally  struck  for  circulation,  you  can  readily  put  together 
an  absolutely  complete  set.  Many  collectors  purchase 
as  many  of  the  dates  as  are  affordable  in  Mint  State, 
and  then  add  the  rarities  such  as  the  1889-CC,  1893- 
S,  and  1895-0  issues  in  slightly  circulated  grades. 
With  so  many  options  available,  is  it  any  wonder  that 
Morgan  dollars  arc  so  popular? 

1878  8  Tailfeathers.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 155 

1878  Doubled  Tailfeathers.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant. 

Ever-popular  "changeover"  variety . 315 

1878  Doubled  Tailfeathers.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 315 

1878  Doubled  Tailfeathers.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant 
with  a  whisper  of  golden  peripheral  toning.  165 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-64  (NGC) 

Brilliant . 199 

1878-CC  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  The  Carson  City 
dollars  have  been  coming  in  for  a  "play"  on  the 
market  lately,  and  we  expect  that  this  is  just  the 

beginning . 265 

1878-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  center  with  wonderful 

light  gold  peripheral  toning . 239 

1878-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 239 

1878-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 65 

1878-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 65 

1878-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 65 

1878-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 45 

1878- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1879  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 125 

1879  MS-63.  Brilliant . 55 

1879- S  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant. .  359 

1879-S  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-62  (NGC) . 175 

1879-S  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-62  (PCI).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous  with  a  prooflike  reverse . 175 

1879-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 109 

1879-S  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 109 

1879-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 109 

1879-S  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 49 


1879-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1879-S  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant .  0 

1879-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant .  l 

1879-S  MS-64  (PCGS)  Brilliant .  49 

1879-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant .  35 

1879-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant 
1879-S  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant 
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Join  the  Popularity  Parade! 

Build  your  own  collection  through  the  Bower's  and  Merena 


Historical  Background 

Morgan  dollars,  first  minted  in  1878  and  last  coined  in  1921, 
were  for  many  years  the  largest  silver  coins  of  the  American  realm. 
Today  they  are  the  most  popular  American  series.  Combine  this 
with  the  fact  that  the  majority  of  dates  and  mintmarks  can  be 
obtained  for  relatively  low  prices  in  beautiful  Mint  State,  and  you 
have  all  the  ingredients  of  a  fascinating,  winning,  challenging 
collection!  Struck  at  five  different  mints  and  often  in  large 
quantities,  at  one  time  these  “cartwheels”  were  familiar  sights  in 
saloons,  casinos,  and  elsewhere  across  the  land. 

While  many  were  released  into  circulation,  others  were  held  in 
reserve  by  the  Treasury  Department  as  backing  for  its  paper  Silver 
Certificates.  Years  later,  in  fact  until  the  supply  ran  out  in  March 
1 964,  these  were  paid  out  at  face  value.  Today,  Morgan  dollars  are 
widely  dispersed  and  are  appreciated  by  numismatists  who  enjoy 
their  beauty,  history,  and,  a  remarkable  bonus  shared  by  few  other 
early  series,  their  availability  in  choice  and  gem 
Mint  State  for  very  reasonable  prices. 

Your  Benefits  as  a  Member 

•  Buying  from  one  of  the  worlds  most  established 
and  most  respected  rare  coin  firms — a  com¬ 
pany  with  unsurpassed  financial  and  profes¬ 
sional  credentials. 

•  Premium  Quality,  hand-selected  coins 
cherrypicked  to  your  specifications,  backed  by 
our  money-back  guarantee  of  satisfaction.  In 
addition,  each  coin  will  be  graded  by  PCGS, 

NGC,  or  another  grading  service  of  your  choice 
or,  ifyou  prefer,  uncertified  to  place  in  an  album. 

•  f  irst  choice  of  coins  we  acquire  from  old-time 

collections,  estates,  ourcoast-to-coastbuyingtrips, 
and  all  new  1  1  1  '  1  " 


A  Buyers’  Guide  to  Silver 
Dollars  and  Trade  Dol¬ 
lars  of  the  United  States 
by  Q.  David  Bowers  is 
yours  FREE  when  you 
become  a  member. 


•  A  4%  discount  on  every  coin!  This  will  mean  additional 
savings  for  you! 

•  A  30%  discount  on  albums  and  holders  in  which  to  store  and 
display  your  collection. 

•  A  20%  discount  on  all  books  we  offer. 

•  A  FREE  subscription  to  the  Rare  Coin  Review  and  The  Coin 
Collector  for  as  long  as  you  are  a  member! 

•  A  FREE  bonus  book,  A  Buyers'  Guide  to  Silver  Dollars  and 
Trade  Dollars  of  the  United  States. 

•  A  personal  checklist  for  you  to  keep  an  inventory  of  your 
collection. 

•  Our  latest  Morgan  dollar  listing  sent  via  e-mail  or  fax  once  a 
week  (upon  request). 

Here’s  How  to  Become  a  Member 

1. )  Decide  on  your  monthly  budget,  the  grade 
level  you  wish  to  collect,  and  whether  you  prefer 
certified  or  non-certified  coins. 

2. )  Choose  your  payment  preference — personal 
check  or  credit  card  authorization. 

3. )  Call  Gail  Watson  or  Janet  Lavertue  at  1-800- 
222-5993  and  we  will  take  it  from  there!  We  want 
to  make  it  easy  and  convenient  for  you  to  form  a 
beautiful  and  meaningful  collection.  Call  today 
and  you  will  be  on  your  way  to  acquiring  a 
magnificent  selection  of  sparkling  Morgan  dol¬ 
lars — a  collection  you  will  enjoy  sharing  with 
your  family  and  friends.  Such  a  set,  if  completed, 
will  eventually  include  one  of  each  Morgan  dollar 
date  and  mintmark  from  the  first  year  of  issue, 
1878,  to  the  last,  1921,  plus  some  interesting 


United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 
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1880/79-CC  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant 
and  frosty.  A  popular  overdate  variety  featuring 


the  “old''  second  reverse  style  from  1878 .  765 

1880-CC  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  275 

1880-CC  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 895 

1880-CC  8/7  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 995 

1880-CC  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 325 

1880-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 310 

1880-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with  a  whisper 
of  light  golden  and  blue  peripheral  toning. ..  310 

1880-0  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 125 

1880-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 109 

1880-S  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 109 

1880-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 109 

1880-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1880-S  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 49 

1880-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 49 


1880-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  One  of  the  more 
popular  varieties  in  the  series.  We  have  just  made 
a  fantastic  purchase  of  these,  and  probably  have 
enough  to  supply  one  each  to  you  and  all  of  your 
cousins.  Each  is  certified  by  PCGS  and  each  is  a 
beauty.  Buy  one  for  just  $49,  or  if  you  want  some 


for  your  cousins,  pfut  away  a  nice  hoard  of  10 

beauties  for  just . 445 

1880-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

1880-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 35 

1880-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35 

1880- S  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 35 

1881 - CC  MS-65.  Brilliant . 685 

1881-CC  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 685 

1881 -CC  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 685 

1881-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 685 

1881-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lovely  golden  surfaces.685 

1881-CC  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 295 

1881-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1881-CC  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 255 

1881-CC  MS-60.  Brilliant . 229 

1881-CC  MS-60  (GSA).  Brilliant . 229 

1881 -S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 109 


The  1881-S  is  the  most  available  of  the  early  Morgan 
dollar  varieties  in  terms  of  sharply  struck,  high-grade  Mint 
State  coins.  We  always  try  to  have  a  nice  supply  on  hand.  If  you 
have  a  friend  who  might  be  interested  in  Morgan  dollars, 
consider  buying  an  1 881  -S  as  a  gift.  The  recipient  will  surely  be 


grateful  and  quite  impressed! 

1881-S  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 109 

1881-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 109 

1881-S  MS-64  PL  (AN ACS).  Brilliant . 75 

1881-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1881-S  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 49 

1881-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 49 

1881-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 


This  is  another  issue  for  which  we  have  a  quantity  of 
really  beautiful  hand-picked  coins  Buy  10  or  more  (up  to  25 
maximum)  and  take  a  10%  discount. 

1881-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  light  amber  pe¬ 


ripheral  toning . 49 

1881-S  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 49 

1881-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

1881-S  MS-63  (ICG)  Brilliant . 35 

1881-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 35 

1881-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35 

1881-S  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 35 


1882  MS-63.  Brilliant . 45 

1882  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 45 

1882-CC  MS-66  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  a  half-moon  of 

rainbow  toning  on  the  obverse . 995 

1882-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 455 

1882-CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 135 

1882-CC  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 135 

1882-CC  MS-63  PL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 129 

1882-CC  MS-63  (GSA).  Brilliant . 115 

1882-CC  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 115 

1882-CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 115 

1882-0  MS-63  PL.  Brilliant . 49 

1882-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 39 

1882-0  MS-60  (PCI).  Brilliant . 25 

1882-O/S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Interesting 

"overmintmark"  variety . 1,050 

1882-S  MS-66.  Brilliant . 255 

1882-S  MS-66  (ICG).  Brilliant . 255 

1882-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 255 

1882-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 109 

1882-S  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 109 

1882-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 109 

1882-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1882-S  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 49 

1882-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 49 

1882-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1882-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 39 

1882- S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 39 

1883  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 59 

1883  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 59 

1883  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  HOARD  ALERT!  Here 

we  go  again!  We've  bought  quite  a  few.  Buy  one 

for: . 59 

1883  MS-63.  Brilliant . 39 

1883  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  HOARD  ALERT!  We've 
bought  quite  a  few,  but  they're  going  fast!  While 
they  last,  buy  one  for: . 39 

1883- CC  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 910 


Morgan  Dollars! 

Isn't  it  wonderful  that  the  Treasury 
Department  stored  huge  quantities  of 
1878-1921  Morgan  dollars  and  released 
them  in  the  1960s?  Otherwise,  such 
coins  would  be  exceedingly  expensive 
(for  comparisons,  just  check  the  prices 
for  Mint  State  Liberty  Seated  half  dol¬ 
lars  or  Barber  half  dollars  from  the 
1870s  onward). 

As  it  is,  at  current  market  prices  you 
can  build  the  majority  of  a  set  of  about 
100  different  mintmarks  for  less  than  a 
few  hundred  dollars  per  coin,  some¬ 
times  for  less  than  $100  per  coin,  and 
sometimes  for  even  less  than  $50!  And, 
these  prices  are  for  attractive  Mint  State 
examples! 


1883-CC  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 315 

1883-CC  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 315 

1883-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  iridescent  toning.  315 

1883-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 315 

1883-CC  MS-64  PL  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1 3b 

1883-CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 12b 

1883-CC  MS-64  (GSA).  Brilliant . 12b 

1883-CC  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 125 

1883-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 12b 

1883-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Nicely  struck  with  amber 

surfaces . 125 

1883-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 105 

1883-CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 105 

1883-CC  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 105 

1883-CC  MS-62.  Brilliant .  99 

1883-0  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant.  Over  a  dozen  on  hand 

as  we  go  to  press.  Buy  one  for: . 115 

1883-0  MS-65  (PCI).  Brilliant . 115 

1883-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1883-0  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 49 

1883-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 49 

1883-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 4M 

1883-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

1883-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 35 

1883-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35 


Important  Mint  State  1883-S  $1  Rarity 


1883-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  very  important 
opportunity  to  acquire  this  scarce  date,  relatively 
common  if  circulated,  scarcer  in  choice  Mint  State, 
and  a  prime  rarity  if  of  gem  quality.  This  lovely 
coin  is  oh-so-close  to  the  gem  category . 5,350 

Choice  Mint  State  1883-S  $1 

1883-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  One  of  the  rarer  Mor¬ 


gan  dollars . 1,495 

1884  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

1884-CC  MS-65.  Brilliant . 345 

1884-CC  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 345 

1884-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 345 

1884-CC  MS-64  PL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 139 

1884-CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 125 

1884-CC  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 125 

1884-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 125 

1884-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 105 

1884-CC  MS-63  (GSA).  Brilliant . 105 

l^i  CC  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  .  MB 

1884-CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  105 

1884-CC  MS-62.  Brilliant .  99 

1884-CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  *1 
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1884-CC  MS-60.  Brilliant . 95 

1884-CC  MS-60  (GSA).  Brilliant . 95 

1884-0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 109 

1884-0  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant.  HOARD  ALERT! 

Here  we  go  again!  We've  bought  quite  a  few. 
Buy  one  for  $109,  or  take  away  a  group  of  10 

gems  for  just: . 995 

1884-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 109 

1884-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1884-0  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 49 

1884-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 49 

1884-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  HOARD  ALERT  - 
we've  purchased  a  nice  group  at  this  grade  level, 

too: . 49 

1884-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

1884-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 35 

1884-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Step  right  up!  We've 

just  bought  quite  a  few  of  these.  What  a  dandy 

coin  — and  inexpensive,  too!  —  this  will  make  for 
your  collection,  or  as  a  gift  as  the  first  coin  in  the 
collection  of  a  valued  friend  (what  better  gift 
could  be  imagined  than  an  introduction  to  numis¬ 


matics?)  . 35 

1884- S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 625 

1885  MS-65.  Brilliant . 119 

1885  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 119 

1885  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 119 

1885  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  HOARD  ALERT!  Here 

we  go  again!  We've  bought  quite  a  few.  Buy  one 

for: . 119 

1885  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1885  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 49 

1885  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 49 

1885  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1885  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 35 

1885- CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 335 

1885-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 295 

1885-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant  obverse  with  a  nicely  toned 

reverse . 295 


Morgan  Dollar  Society 

Ask  Gail  Watson  or  Janet  Lavertue 
about  the  Bowers  and  Merena  Morgan 
Dollar  Society.  We  offer  you  a  conve¬ 
nient  way  to  build  a  beautiful  set  of 
Morgan  dollars  on  a  coin  by  coin, 
month  by  month  basis.  Check  it  out, 
and  sign  up  today.  When  you  "sign 
up"  you  are  not  under  any  continuing 
obligation,  as  you  can  discontinue 
membership  at  any  time.  In  fact,  we  are 
never  content  to  rest  on  our  laurels, 
and  each  new  shipment  to  you  has  to  be 
excellent.  Perhaps  our  passion  for  qual¬ 
ity  is  why  we  have  many  clients  who 
have  been  buying  from  us  for  40  years 
or  more  (we  started  business  in  1953). 


1885-CC  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 295 

1885-CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1885-CC  MS-62.  Brilliant . 265 

1885-0  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 275 

1885-0  MS-66  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  whis¬ 
per  of  light  golden  toning . 275 

1885-0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 109 

1885-0  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 109 

1885-0  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 109 

1885-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 109 

1885-0  MS-64  PL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 75 

1885-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1885-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 49 

1885-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1885-0  MS-63,  PL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1885-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

1885-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 35 

1885- 0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35 

1886  MS-65.  Brilliant . 109 

1886  MS-65  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 109 

1886  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 109 

1886  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1886  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 49 

1886  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  HOARD  ALERT!  Here 

we  go  again!  We've  bought  quite  a  few.  Buy  one 

for: . 49 

1886  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 35 

1886  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35 

1886  MS-60 . 25 

1886- S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 565 

1886-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 565 


1887/6  VAM-2.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  splendid 
specimen  of  this  popular  and  somewhat  scarce 
overdate.  We  recently  bought  several  pieces— as 
unbelievable  as  this  may  seem!  Buy  one  sparkling 


beauty  for: . 695 

1887  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 119 

1887  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 119 

1887  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1887  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 49 

1887  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1887  MS-63  PL.  Brilliant . 39 

1887  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

1887  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 35 

1887  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35 

1887  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 35 

1887  MS-62  (PCI).  Brilliant . 25 

1887-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 345 

1887-0  MS-62.  DMPL  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 219 

1887- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  peripheral  ton¬ 
ing . 485 

1888  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  satiny  surfaces  with 

light  yellow  peripheral  toning . 209 

1888  MS-64.  Brilliant . 55 

1888  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 55 

1888  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 55 

1888  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  HOARD  ALERT!  Here 

we  go  again!  We've  bought  quite  a  few.  Buy  one 

for: . 55 

1888  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 39 

1888  MS-62  (PCI).  Brilliant . 25 

1888- 0  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 615 


1888-0  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant  obverse  with  light 


golden  toning  on  the  reverse . 59 

1888-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 59 

1888-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 42 

1888-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 42 

1888-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 

1889  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 385 

1889  MS-64.  Brilliant . 59 

1889  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 59 

1889  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . , . 59 

1889  MS-63  (ICG).  Brilliant . 39 

1889  MS-62  (PCI).  Brilliant . 25 


Popular  1889-CC  $1  Rarity 
A  Lustrous  Specimen 


1889-CC  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  classic  key-date 
issue  among  Morgan  dollars,  the  rarest  of  all 
Carson  City  Mint  Morgan  dollars,  always  in  de¬ 


mand . 3,895 

1889-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 645 

1889-0  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 645 

1889- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 369 

1890  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 129 

1890- CC  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 465 

1890-CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 325 

1890-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 175 

1890-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 

1890-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195 

1890-S  VAM-2.  S/S  Left.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 99 

1890-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1890- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1891  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 595 

1891  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

1891  MS-62.  DMPL.  Brilliant . 495 

1891  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 75 

1891 - CC  MS-64.  Brilliant .  685 

1891 -CC  MS-60.  Brilliant . 315 


Richard  M.  Writes 

I  am  writing  to  thank  you  so  much 
for  the  1902  double  eagle  recently  pur¬ 
chased  from  you.  This  PCGS  AU-55  ex¬ 
ample  is  a  beauty  of  a  coin,  and  it  cer¬ 
tainly  fits  nicely  into  the  year  set  l  am 
"slowly  but  surely"  building.  Also  wish¬ 
ing  to  thank  you  for  your  recent  mailings 
and  company  news.  1  lope  you  have  a 
great  summer  ahead  for  yourselves! 
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1892  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 645 

1892  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 329 

1892  VAM-3.  MS-60  PL  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 219 

1892-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 850 

1892-CC  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 850 

1892-CC  MS-63  (NGC).  Frosty  centers  with  light 

golden  peripheral  toning . 850 

1892-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

1892-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning . 595 

1892-0  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 595 

1892-0  AU-53  PL  (NGC).  Brilliant . 159 

1893  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 835 

1893  AU-50  (NGC).  Light  golden  surfaces  with  sea 

green,  gold  and  blue  peripheral  toning . 269 


Mint  State  1893-CC  $1  Rarity 

1893-CC  MS-62  (ANACS).  Lustrous  with  highlights 
of  blue,  gold,  and  amber  peripheral  toning.  The 
last  Carson  City  Morgan  dollar,  and  one  of  the 


hardest  to  find.  Always  in  demand . 1,995 

Mint  State  1893-CC  $1 

1893-CC  MS-60  (NGC).*Brilliant . 1,795 

1893-CC  AU-50  (NGC).  Brilliant . 950 

1893-CC  EF-40.  Brilliant . 565 


Key  Date  1893-S  $1 


1893-S  VF-20.  This  is  the  single  issue  most  often  miss¬ 
ing  from  otherwise  complete  sets  of  circulation 
strike  Morgan  dollars . 2,150 


Harvest  Time? 


You  have  been  collecting  for  many 
years,  possibly  for  many  de¬ 
cades.  Then  comes 
the  time  to  sell.  When 
it  is  "harvest 
time"  for  you, 
think  of  Auctions  by 
Bowers  and  Merena, 
Inc.  Telephone 
John  Pack,  man¬ 
ager  of  our  auc¬ 
tion  department,  and  he  will  do  the  rest! 
Call  our  toll-free  number:  (800)  458- 
4646.  In  New  Hampshire  call  569-5095. 


Lovely  Mint  State  1894-0  $1 

1894-0  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Scarce  so  nice.  1,795 

Impressive  1894-S  Morgan  $1 
Choice  Mint  State 

1894-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  beautiful,  important, 
and  rare!  This  coin  will  be  nice  for  you  to  add  to 

your  collection . 1,495 

1894-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  lovely  specimen  of 

this  highly  desired  issue . 819 

1894-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Are  we  the  nation's 
largest  buyer  of  choice  and  rare  Morgan  dollars? 
Well,  there  is  no  way  to  tell,  as  we  know  only  our 
own  business,  not  that  of  others.  We  do  know, 
however,  that  we  are  known  as  a  leading  buyer  of 
quality  Morgan  dollars,  and  when  collections 
come  on  the  market,  they  are  usually  offered  to 
us . 695 


Brilliant  1895-S  Morgan  $1 


1895-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  delightful  example 
of  this  ever  popular  issue,  the  only  readily  avail¬ 
able  1895-dated  dollar  in  choice  or  gem  Mint 


State . 4,195 

1896  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 169 

1896  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 55 

1896  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 55 

1896  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

1896  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 35 

1896  MS-60  (PCI).  Brilliant . 22 


Desirable  1896-0  Morgan  Dollar 
A  Condition  Rarity 


ff  m 

(L  Hi  1/  M 

Psji  • 

\L*A 

Hi  ? 

7.  mfl 

W  H 

1896-0  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  very  slightlv  reflec 
tive  surfaces.  A  date  that  is  available  in  circulated 
grades,  but  is  considered  a  great  rarity  in  Mint  State. 
With  MS-63  grade  examples  priced  close  to  $10, (XX), 
this  is  a  verv  important  opportunity . 3,150 


Important  1896-0  Morgan  $1 


1896-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Rare  so 


fine . 3,150 

1896-S  AU-50  (ANACS).  A  nice  original  piece. ...  395 

1896-S  EF-45  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 215 

1897  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 275 

1897  MS-64.  Brilliant . 55 

1897  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 55 

1897  MS-62  (PCI).  Brilliant . 25 


Choice  Mint  State  1897-0  Morgan  $1 


1897-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  An  impressive  ex¬ 
ample  of  a  date  that  becomes  incredibly  rare 
above  average  AU,  particularly  in  Choice  Mint 
State  such  as  offered  here.  Don't  miss  this  op¬ 


portunity!  . 5,295 

1897-0  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  second  Mint  State  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  popular  rarity . 995 

1897-S  MS-63  (ICG).  Brilliant . 85 

1897- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 

1898  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 219 

1898  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 55 

1898  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 55 

1898  MS-63  PL.  Brilliant . 89 

1898  MS-63.  Brilliant .  35 

1898- 0  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 125 

1898-0  MS-65  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 125 

1898-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 125 

1898-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 55 

1898-0  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant .  55 

1898-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 55 

1898-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  55 

1898-0  MS-63.  Brilliant .  38 

1898-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 35 

1896-S  MS-64  (NGC  t  Brilliant 

189U  MS-63  Brilliant  .  125 

1899  MS-63  (PCGS)  Brilliant  We  recently  bought  a 

little  cache  of  these  Make  one  yours  for  1 28 

1899  MS-60 .  89 
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1899-0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 135 

1899-0  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 135 

imO  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 135 

1899-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 59 

1899-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  some 

light  golden  toning . 59 

1899-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1899-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 


Visiting  Las  Vegas 

Theresa  Lund  filed  this  report  in 
Calcoin  News: 

Recently  I  had  the  opportunity  to 
visit  Las  Vegas  and  the  chance  to  see 
the  TREASURES  OF  MANDALAY 
BAY  MUSEUM.  I  would  urge  any  one 
visiting  the  glittery  city  to  take  the  time 
to  see  the  many  treasures  in  this  'must 
see'  collection.  Reported  to  be  the 
world's  most  valuable  exhibit  of  rare 
gold  and  silver  coins,  paper  money  (in¬ 
cluding  a  $100,000  bill)  and  other  trea¬ 
sures  worth  a  king's  ransom. 

There  is  a  wonderful  collection  of 
coins  made  at  the  Carson  City  Mint, 
paper  money  including  notes  issued  by 
Nevada  banks  and  an  exhibit  of  Wells 
Fargo  memorabilia. 

The  most  enjoyable  for  me  was  the 
unique  set  of  coins  that  was  a  gift  from 
Andrew  Jackson,  President  of  the 
United  States  to  the  King  of  Siam.  This 
set  is  valued  at  multiple  millions  of 
dollars.  Ron  found  the  1913  Liberty 
Head  nickel,  worth  over  two  million 
dollars,  the  most  interesting  (but  then 
he's  a  nickel  collector). 

Viewing  the  collection  is  enhanced 
by  a  unique  audio  tour  created  by  Q. 
David  Bowers  and  narrated  by  John 
O'Hurley.  It's  well  worth  the  $6  admis¬ 
sion  charge  (children  under  12  are 
free).  You'll  find  the  museum  on  the 
casino  level  of  the  Mandalay  Bay  Re¬ 
sort.  Hours  are  9  AM  to  midnight 
daily. 

Since  that  time,  the  Treasures  of 
Mandalay  Bay  Museum  announced  its 
closing,  seemingly  because  the  space  in 
the  Mandalay  Bay  casino  could  be  used 
for  more  profitable  activities.  However, 
it  was  a  nice  attraction  for  the  year  it 
was  open. 


1899- 0  MS-60.  Brilliant . 19 

1900  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 169 

1900  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 169 

1900  MS-64.  Brilliant . 55 

1900- 0/CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 575 

1900-0/ CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 325 

1900-0  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with  light  gold 

peripheral  toning . 145 

1900-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 145 

1900-0  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 55 


Time  was  when  nearly  all  of  the  New  Orleans  Mint 
coins  of  the  late  1890s  and  early  1900s  were  great  rarities.  Then 
came  the  Treasury  Hoard  dispersal  of  the  early  1960s.  The 
story  of  this  is  related  in  some  detail,  together  with  a  listing  of 
dates  and  mintmarks  involved,  in  Dave  Bowers'  book,  Ameri¬ 
can  Coin  Treasures  and  Hoards,  a  copy  of  which  should  be  on  your 


coffee  table  or  at  your  bedside. 

1900-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

Gem  Mint  State  1900-S  $1 

1900- S  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 1,750 

1901  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 725 

1901- 0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 189 

1901-0  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with  light  yel¬ 
low  peripheral  toning . 189 

1901-0  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 189 

1901-0  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 55 

1901-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

1901-0  MS-63  (ICG).  Brilliant . 35 

1901-0  MS-60.  Brilliant . 19 

1901- S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 915 

1902  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 135 

1902- 0  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 155 

1902-0  MS-65  (NGC).  Light  golden  peripheral  ton¬ 
ing . 155 

1902-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 155 

1902-0  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 55 

1902-0  MS-64  (ICG).  Light  golden  surfaces . 55 

1902-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

1902-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 35 

1902- 0  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 35 

1903  MS-65  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 195 

1903  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 195 

1903  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195 

1903  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 65 

1903  MS-63.  Brilliant . 59 

1903  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1903  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 59 

1903- 0  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant.  The  great  "story  coin" 

of  years  ago  — erstwhile  monumental  rarity,  but 
now  known  to  exist  in  quantity . 285 

1903-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 265 

1903- 0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 265 

1904  MS-64  (NGC).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  whisper  of 

pale  yellow  peripheral  toning . 609 

1904- 0  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 109 

1904-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1904-0  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 49 

1904-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 49 

1904-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1904-0  MS-63  (ICG).  Brilliant . 35 

1904-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 35 

1904-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35 

1904-0  MS-60.  Brilliant . 19 


Choice  Uncirculated  1904-S  Morgan  $1 
A  Branch  Mint  Rarity 


1904-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  superb  specimen  of 
one  of  the  most  highly  prized  coins  in  the  Morgan 


dollar  series . 2,950 

1921  Morgan.  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 155 

1921  Morgan.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 155 

1921  Morgan.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 155 

1921  Morgan.  MS-63  PL.  Frosty  devices  with  light 

amber  peripheral  toning . 65 

1921  Morgan.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 25 

1921  Morgan.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 19 

1921  Morgan.  MS-62  (PCI).  Brilliant . 19 

1921  Morgan.  MS-60  (PCI).  Brilliant . 13 

1921-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Light  gold  and  blue  peripheral 
toning . 315 


With  the  1921-D  the  curtain  rings  down  on  the  Morgan 
dollar  series  — and  what  a  truly  beautiful  selection  we  have 
offered!  Check  the  preceding  listings  very  carefully  and  seize 
the  opportunity  to  start  a  specialized  collection  or  add  to  one 
that  you  already  have.  You  will  be  delighted  with  our  quality 
and  value  for  the  price  paid. 

1921-D  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 65 


Gem  Mint  State  1921-S  Morgan  $1 


1921-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 2,050 

1921-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 125 

1921-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 125 


Peace  Dollars 

We  are  very  pleased  with  our  current  offering  of 
Peace  dollars.  We  have  always  thought  designer  An¬ 
thony  de  Francisci's  Peace  dollar  design  was  among 
the  most  attractive  of  all  U.S.  coin  designs,  especially 
where  lovely  MS-63,  MS-M,  and  MS-65  coins  are  con¬ 
cerned.  Despite  advances  in  the  current  coin  market, 
most  dates  in  the  Peace  dollar  series  — perhaps  even 
the  majority  of  them  — are  considerably  less  expensive 
today  than  they  were  a  decade  ago.  We  think  this 
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translates  to  opportunity  for  vou. 

There  is  no  shortage  of  key  dates  and  "sleepers" 
in  the  series.  Among  our  favorite  dates  are  the  1927- 
D,  the  very  scarce  and  important  1927-S  and  1928-S 
San  Francisco  Mint  issues  — which  sell  for  fractions  of 
their  prices  of  just  a  few  years  back  — and  the  low- 
mintage  key-date  1928.  And,  just  in  case  you  are 
seeking  a  classic  1934-S  Peace  dollar  for  vour  growing 
collection,  perhaps  a  Mint  State  coin  with  outstanding 
eve  appeal,  you  need  look  no  further.  Here  at  Bowers 
and  Merena,  the  same  careful,  fastidious  buyers  who 
select  our  inventor)'  of  Morgan  dollars  lend  the  same 
insightful  eye  to  their  purchases  of  Peace  dollars. 


1922  MS-65.  Brilliant . 139 

1922  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 139 

1922  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1922  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 49 

1922  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 49 

1922  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1922  MS-63.  Brilliant . 32 

1922  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1922-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  light  golden  pe¬ 
ripheral  toning . 385 

1922-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 385 

1922-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 385 

1922-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 79 

1922-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 42 

1922-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 42 

1922- S  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 225 

1923  MS-66  (ICG).  Brilliant . 695 

1923  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 695 

1923  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1923  MS-65.  Brilliant . 139 

1923  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 139 

1923  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 139 

1923  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 139 

1923  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1923  MS-64  (ANACS).  Attractive  gold  surfaces.  ..  49 

1923  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 49 

1923  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 49 

1923  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1923  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 49 

1923  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 49 

1923  MS-63.  Brilliant . 32 

1923  MS-63  (ICG).  Brilliant . 32 

1923  MS-63  (PCGS).  Golden  surfaces . 32 

1923  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1923  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 32 

1923- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 225 

1923-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 215 

1923-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 59 

1923- S  MS-63  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 59 

1924  MS-65.  Brilliant . 139 

1924  MS-64  Brilliant . 49 

1924  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 49 

1924  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  . 49 

1924  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  amber  toning.  49 

1924- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,159 

1924-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 365 

1924-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 365 

1925  MS-65  Brilliant . 139 

1925  MS-65  (NGC).  I  ight  champagne  surfaces.  .  139 

1925  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 139 


1925  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 139 

1925  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1925  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 49 

1925  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 49 

1925  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1925  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 49 

1925-S  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Somewhat  scarce  at  this 

grade  level . 575 

1925- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 125 

1926  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 349 

1926  MS-64.  Brilliant . 89 

1926  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 89 

1926  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1926- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 645 

1926-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with  just  a 

whisper  of  light  peripheral  toning . 645 

1926-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 259 

1926-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 125 

1926-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 895 

1926-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 159 

1926-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 159 

1926-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 159 

1926-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 75 

1926- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 75 

1927  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 269 

1927  MS-63.  Brilliant . 119 

1927  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 119 

1927- D  MS-64.  Brilliant.  A  lovely  example  of  this 

scarce  variety . 575 

1927-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 209 

1927-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  We  made  a  fortunate 
purchase  of  a  little  box  of  these.  Buy  one  for  209 

1927-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Somewhat  scarcer 

than  generally  realized . 159 

1927-D  MS-60.  Brilliant . 129 

1927-D  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 129 

1927-S  MS-64  Lustrous.  One  of  the  more  important 

coins  in  the  series . 659 

1927-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Golden  surfaces.  Hard  to  find 

this  nice . 659 

1927-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 659 

1927-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 659 

1927- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 255 

1928  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Lowest  mintage  Peace 

dollar.  Always  popular,  yet  not  all  that  expen¬ 
sive . 669 

1928  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 335 

1928- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1,135 

1928-S  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant.  One  of  the  foremost 

key  issues  in  the  Peace  dollar  series . 1,135 

1928-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,135 

1928-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 289 

1928-S  MS-63  (ICG).  Brilliant . 289 

1928-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning . 289 

1934  MS-65  i\t ,(  1  Brilliant  l  295 

1934  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . L295 

1934  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 259 

1934  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  259 


FAX  YOUR  ORDER 
603-569-5319 


Gem  Mint  State  1934-1)  Si 


1934-D  MS-65  (NGC  ).  Brilliant 

Another  Gem  1934-D  $1 

1934-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 

1934-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  satiny  surfaces.  450 
1934-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers  with  light  gold 

peripheral  toning . 450 

1934-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 215 

1934-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 215 

1934-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 215 


Choice  Uncirculated  1934-S  Peace  $1 
A  Key  Date  Beauty 


1934-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  This  is  the  kev  date  in 
the  Peace  dollar  series,  and  whenever  we  see  an 
example  that  combines  accurate  (in  our  opinion) 
numerical  grade  with  excellent  eve  appeal,  we 
buy  it! . 4,350 

Gorgeous  1934-S  Peace  $1 
Choice  Mint  State 


1934-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  gold  We  like  to  maintain 
an  in-depth  inventory  of  Morgan  and  Peace  dol 
lars,  but  this  is  not  always  easv  to  do,  particularh 
regarding  key  issues  such  as  the  W34  s  4  350 
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Lustrous  1934-S  SI  Rarity 


1934-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. ..  4,350 

Another  1934-S  Peace  $1 


1934-S  MS-63.  Delicate  golden  gray  iridescence  on 
frosty  surfaces . 2,795 

Another  Choice  Uncirculated  1934-S  $1 


1934-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  A  splen¬ 
did  specimen . 2,795 


Lovely  MS-63  1934-S  $1 


1934-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces.  .  2,795 
1934-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Light  champagne .  1,595 


1934-S  MS-60  (NGC).  Light  golden  surfaces.  ..  1,195 


1935  MS-65.  Brilliant . 669 

1935  MS-65  (NGC).  Light  golden  peripheral  ton¬ 
ing . 669 

1935  MS-64.  Brilliant . 139 

1935  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 139 

1935  MS-63.  Brilliant . 79 

1935  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 79 

1935  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1935-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,175 

1935-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 275 


Trade  Dollars 

Our  trade  dollar  offering  is  quite  varied,  offering 
a  nice  selection  of  dates  and  grades.  Many  new  pur¬ 
chases  are  listed,  and  it  will  do  the  serious  collector  of 
this  popular  type  well  to  look  over  our  current  offer¬ 
ing.  Every  time  we  offer  a  nice  selection  of  trade 
dollars,  the  telephone  rings  practically  non-stop.  If 
you  fancy  this  interesting  and  historical  design  type, 
call  now  for  the  absolute  best  choice. 


1874-S  Chopmarked.  EF-45 . 159 

1874-S  EF-40 . 185 

1874- S  Chopmarked.  EF-40 . 135 

1875- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,350 


1875- SType  1/1.  AU-50.  Lightly  cleaned  and  priced 

accordingly . 165 

1876- S  Type  1/1.  MS-63  (NGC).  Lilac  toning. ...  1,195 

1876- S  Type  1/1.  EF-40 . 165 

1877  Chopmarked.  VF-30 . 119 

1877- S  EF-40 . 169 

1877- S  Chopmarked.  EF-40 . 125 

1878- S  AU-58  (ANACS).  Light  champagne  sur¬ 
faces . 895 


Choice  Proof  1881  Trade  Dollar 


1881  Proof-63  (NGC).  Lovely  golden  surfaces.  One  of 
very  few  19th-century  American  silver  coins  with 
a  mintage  below  1,000  pieces.  Only  960  were 
struck . 3,150 


Founded  in  1953,  our  firm  has 
grown  to  become  America  s  leading 
rare  coin  dealer.  Of  the  five  most 
valuable  United  States  coin  collec¬ 
tions  ever  sold  at  auction,  we  have 
catalogued  and  sold  four — the 
$44,900,000  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr., 
Collection,  the  $25,000,000  Gar¬ 
rett  Collection  we  handled  for  the 
Johns  Hopkins  University,  the 
$20,000,000  Norweb  Collection 
and  the  ongoing  sale  of  the  Harry 
W.  Bass,  Jr.  Collection.  Of  the  top 
10  worlds  record  prices  for  rarities 
sold  at  auction  we  hold  7.  Our  ref¬ 
erence  books  and  catalogues  have  re¬ 
ceived  more  “Publication  of  the  Year 
Award”  and  other  honors  than  have 
those  of  any  other  firm. 


Now  you  can  review  our  coin  list¬ 
ings,  book  listings,  auction  calendar, 
prices  realized,  editorial  material 
and  more  on  the  worldwide  web. 
Check  it  out! 


bowersandmerena.co 
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ji  by  Q.  David  Bowers 

Gold  Discoveries  and  Rediscoveries 
In  Our  Own  Backyard 


•  The  more  things  change, 
tiie  more  they  are  the  same. 

•  What  goes  around  comes  around. 

•  History  repeats  itself. 

•  I  have  a  feeling  I've  been  here  before. 

The  Gold  Coin  Research  Project 

The  "gold  coin  research  project,"  in¬ 
volving  me  and  a  half  dozen  or  so  dedi¬ 
cated  researchers  on  our  staff,  plus  about  a 
dozen  outside  helpers,  has  been  exciting, 
exhausting,  and,  as  a  fine  reward,  filled 
with  many  discoveries  and  re-discoveries. 
In  this  little  article  I  share  a  few  with  vou. 

Beginning  in  a  significant  way  in  the 
1 970s  with  my  involvement  with  the  Garrett 
Collection  and  The  Johns  Hopkins  Univer¬ 
sity,  and  continuing  ever  since  that  time,  1 
have  been  building  an  immense  research 
file  on  United  States  gold  coins  from  the 
1849  gold  dollar  to  the  1933  double  eagle. 

In  the  past  year  the  "chase"  has  nar¬ 
rowed,  and  as  these  words  are  being  writ¬ 
ten,  about  10,000  auction  catalogues  and 
price  lists  (I  haven't  counted  even  the  ap¬ 
proximate  number)  are  being  examined 
for  their  gold  coin  content.  Today,  on 
March  1,  I  am  at  the  tail  end  of  going 
through  the  catalogues  of  Barney  Blue- 
stone,  a  Syracuse  (NY)  rare  coin  dealer  and 
auctioneer  who  held  his  first  public  sale  in 
1931.  Although  Bluestone  was  hardly  in 
the  big  leagues  of  coin  dealing,  he  handled 
quite  a  few  rarities  here  and  there.  Just  a 
few  minutes  ago  — again,  as  these  words 
are  being  written— I  came  across  a  notation 
in  a  1940  catalogue  for  what  he  believed  to 
be  the  finest  known  1834  With  Motto  half 
eagle  — a  major  rarity  in  incredible  condi¬ 
tion. 

Similarly,  the  seemingly  countless 
catalogues  of  Thomas  L.  Elder  yielded 
many  surprises,  as  have  the  "off"  cata¬ 
logues  of  Bangs,  Merwin  &  Co.,  Birch,  and 


other  auctioneers  (these  being  obscure 
sales  not  conducted  by  Woodward, 
Frossard,  Cogan,  or  anv  of  the  other  lead¬ 
ing  dealers  of  the  era). 

My  half  dozen  researchers  are  doing 
the  legwork  — or  finger  work  — looking 
through  all  of  these  catalogues  and  putting 
marker  slips  in  the  pages  so  I  can  review 
them.  Although  the  Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries  library  is  fairly  extensive,  it  is  by 
no  means  complete— and  some  of  the  lead¬ 
ing  lights  in  numismatic  bibliophily  have 


helped.  In  fact,  everyone  I  have  asked  has 
been  more  than  generous,  with  John  W. 
Adams  saying  that  we  can  borrow  sections 
of  his  library  to  fill  in  needed  data.  Again  as 
these  words  are  being  written,  we  still  have 
months  of  work  do  with  what  we  have  on 
premises.  To  give  you  an  idea,  1  spent  the 
best  part  of  a  month  of  time  with  the  Elder 
catalogues  alone  (I  still  have  a  handful  of 
Elder  catalogues  I  have  not  yet  located). 

When  completed,  the  project  will 
make  it  possible  to  publish  a  multi-volume 
set  of  books  on  United  States  gold  coins 
and  also  to  create  the  sylloge  (museum- 
stvle  catalogue)  of  gold  coins  for  the  Harry 
W.  Bass,  Jr.  Research  Foundation. 

To  give  you  a  peek  of  what  is  coming 
down  the  pike,  for  any  given  date,  mint- 
mark,  or  major  type/ variety  of  United 
States  gold  coin,  of  which  there  are  over 


1,100  different,  you  will  be  able  to  immerse 
yourself  in  at  least  a  few  minutes  of  read¬ 
ing,  and  for  some,  the  best  part  of  10  min¬ 
utes  or  even  a  half  hour. 

As  you  probably  know,  I  am  enjoying 
this  immensely. 

Discovering  and  Re-discovering 

The  catalogues  of  Tom  Elder  have 
yielded  much  information  that  was  new  to 
me  and,  probably,  new  to  most  of  the  read¬ 
ers  of  the  present  catalogue.  As  an  example, 

1  had  thought  that  the 
Open  3  and  Closed  3 
varieties  had  been  dis¬ 
covered  by  Harry  X 
Boosel  in  the  1950s  and 
had  been  published  in 
the  Numismatic  Scrap¬ 
book  and  elsewhere  in 
the  1950s  and  1960s.  A 
few  weeks  ago  I  was 
amazed  and  delighted 
to  learn  that  in  his  De¬ 
cember  1927  catalogue  of  the  Dr.  Daniel  W. 
Valentine  Collection,  Elder  offered  gold  dol¬ 
lars  "With  figure  3  closed"  and  "With  figure 
3  open."  This  pushes  the  date  of  discovers 
back  to  at  least  1927— but  I  would  not  be  at 
all  surprised  to  find  an  even  earlier  mention 
as  I  look  through  more  listings. 

There  are  some  unsolved  mysteries,  a 
sample  of  which  is  provided  by  the  listing 
over  a  century  ago  of  a  variety  not  known 
today.  At  the  present  time,  onlv  one  ob¬ 
verse  and  one  reverse  die  combination  is 
known  for  quarter  eagles  of  the  year  1831 . 
However,  in  his  April  1886  sale  of  the  J.S. 
Twining  Collection,  W.  Elliot  Woodward 
offered  Lot  950,  a  Proof  1831,  followed  by 
Lot  951  described  as:  "1831  Different  die; 
nearly  equal  to  the  last,  scarce." 

Woodward  was  an  excellent  observer, 
and  more  than  anv  other  dealer  of  his  era 
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and  more  than  any  other  dealer  of  his  era, 
he  described  die  varieties  of  gold  coins, 
often  drawing  upon  the  listing  compiled 
by  his  dealer  friend  j.  Colvin  Randall.  On 
the  preceeding  page  is  shown  Lot  272 


from  the  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.  Collection 
Part  II  sale  we  auctioned  last  year.  This  is 
the  "normal"  or  regular  1831  $2.50.  If  you 
own  an  1831  $2.50  and  compare  it  to  the 
illustration  — and  find  even  a  slight  differ¬ 


A  Nice  Letter  From  E.S.M.,  Jr. 


Having  just  phoned  your  office  to  or¬ 
der  three  more  of  vour  great  books,  in¬ 
cluding  your  Commemorative  Coins  of  the 
US:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia,  I  looked  back 
at  the  very  first  coin  books  that  I  pur¬ 
chased  about  55  to  60  years  ago!  These 
were  Coin  Collecting  and  Our  American 
Money,  a  Collector's  Story,  both  by  Joseph 
Coffin.  I  will  have  to  reread  them. 

Then  I  finally  got  around  to  the  April 
19, 1999,  issue  of  The  Coin  Collector.  This 
had  been  delayed  by  the  recovery  from 
a  health  problem  and  then  by  a  long  trip 
on  the  American  Orient  Express  train 
from  Denver,  through  the  Rockies  to 
Salt  Lake  city;  then  on  through  Nevada 
into  Arizona,  and  New  Mexico.  The  trip 
included  visits  to  an  Indian  pueblo  and 
to  national  parks  in  the  area.  Several 
days  in  Denver  provided  much  of  his¬ 


torical  interest  at  the  Molly  Brown  house 
and  at  the  Bvers-Evans  house.  Also,  of 
course,  a  visit  to  the  Denver  Mint. 

But  I  stray  from  mv  point  in  writing 
this  letter.  Normally  I  do  not  spend  very 
much  time  with  the  "Test  Your  Knowl¬ 
edge"  questions.  Since  the  issue  was  a  bit 
dated,  I  read  the  first  question  and 
promptly  stopped  there.  This  question 
concerned  the  medals  made  at  the  1876 
Centennial  Exhibition  in  Philadelphia  that 
depicts  a  soldier  and  Minuteman  on  one 
side  and  a  Nevada  mining  scene  on  the 
other  side.  I  was  given  one  of  these  silver 
medals  at  about  the  time  I  purchased  the 
books  by  Joseph  Coffin!  Recently  I  have 
been  trying  to  find  some  information  on 
this  medal,  but  have  not  been  successful. 
So  Called  Dollars  by  Hibler  and  Kappen 
was  suggested  at  Stack's,  but  I  have  not 
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ence  in  the  placement  of  the  obverse  date 
or  stars,  or  on  the  reverse  the  position  of 
the  letters,  numerals,  arrowheads,  etc., 
you  will  have  re-discovered  a  long-lost 
variety! 


been  able  to  locate  a  copy  of  it.  If,  as  I 
suspect,  you  have  this  book,  would  vou 
please  send  me  a  photocopy  of  what  it 
may  have  on  this  medal?  If  vou  have  any 

J  J  J 

other  easily  accessible  material  on  it,  I 
would  greatly  appreciate  receiving  it. 

Before  ending  I  should  mention  a 
lovely  1936  Delaware  commemorative  half 

J 

dollar  I  purchased  from  you  earlier  this 
year.  I  had  seen  a  full  size  replica  of  the 
Kalmar  Nyckel  when  she  was  visiting  the 
South  Street  Seaport  Museum  in  New 
York  City.  I  also  read  their  interesting  his¬ 
torical  information  of  this  ship,  which  is,  I 
believe,  moored  in  Wilmington,  Delaware, 
and  is  available  for  trips. 

EDITOR'S  NOTE:  The  information  con¬ 
cerning  the  "1876  Nevada-so-called  dollar" 
was  sent  by  return  mail  to  our  correspon¬ 
dent. 


Collectors  Universe  Acquires  Bowers  and  Merena 


News  Flash 


On  March  10,  Collectors  Universe  an¬ 
nounced  its  acquisition  of  the  three  com¬ 
panies  owned  by  Q.  David  Bowers  and 
Raymond  N.  Merena.  The  companies  are 
Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc., 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  Inc.,  and 
Bowers  and  Merena  Research.  Consider¬ 
ation  involved  cash  and  common  stock  of 
Collectors  Universe.  Dave  Bowers  will 
continue  to  lead  the  operations  of  Bowers 
and  Merena  and  was  elected  to  the 
company's  Board  of  Directors. 

The  Bowers  and  Merena  company 
looks  forward  to  working  with  the  inter¬ 
national  facilities  of  Collectors  Universe 
as  part  of  one  of  the  most  dynamic  entities 
in  the  far-ranging  fields  of  collectibles, 
rare  coins,  and  fine  arts.  All  present  ser¬ 
vices  will  be  maintained,  and  many  will 
be  expanded.  The  firm  will  continue  op¬ 


erations  at  its  long-term  headquarters  in 
Wolfeboro,  New  Hampshire. 

David  Hall,  chairman  of  Collectors  Uni¬ 
verse,  commented  on  the  acquisition,  "Stra¬ 
tegically,  this  is  a  very  important  event  for 
our  company.  Bowers  and  Merena  is  the 
number  one  auction  company  in  the  rare 
coin  market  and  David  Bowers  is  arguably 
the  most  famous  coin  dealer  of  all  time.  Col¬ 
lectors  Universe  conducts  internet,  telephone 
and  live  auctions  for  rare  coins,  currency, 
sportscards  and  vintage  records.  By  combin¬ 
ing  our  collectible  commerce  businesses,  we 
will  be  able  to  leverage  our  popular  website 
for  collectors,  collectors.com." 

David  Bowers  commented:  "David  Hall 
and  I  have  known  each  other  for  well  over  20 
years  and  I've  been  a  shareholder  in  Collec- 

J 

tors  Universe  for  several  years.  We  have  a 
very  high  comfort  level  in  combining  our 


companies  and  feel  we  can  significantly 
expand  our  auction  and  retail  based  busi¬ 
nesses  and  use  this  as  a  foundation  to  be¬ 
come  a  major  factor  in  collectible  e-com¬ 
merce  landscape.  This,  in  turn,  will  di¬ 
rectly  benefit  our  consignors  and  other 
sellers  of  rare  coins  as  they  will  reach  a 
wider  audience  than  ever  before." 

Collectors  Universe  is  a  leading  pro¬ 
vider  of  value-added  services  to  collectors 
and  dealers  of  coins,  sportscards,  sports 
memorabilia,  rare  currency  and  rare 
records.  Since  1986,  the  company  has  au¬ 
thenticated  and  graded  over  8.2  million 
coins  via  its  PCGS  group  and  sportscards 
through  its  PSA  group,  with  a  declared 
value  of  over  $9.3  billion.  The  company 
also  conducts  high-end  collectible  auctions 
in  a  multi-venue  format  including  Internet, 
telephone  and  in-person  bidding. 
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Gold!  Perhaps  no  other  item  on  earth  has  ever 
excited  or  enticed  people  and  collectors  alike  more 
than  that  bright  yellow  ore.  Right  now,  gold  coins  are 
hot!  Market  conditions  are  equally  hot,  and  we've 
seen  more  fast-paced  action  in  gold  coins  in  recent 
times  than  at  any  other  period  in  the  past  decade. 
Low  bullion  prices  assure  the  affordability  of  gold 
"type"  coins  — check  our  double  eagles,  for  example. 

Of  course,  a  rare  date  gold  coin  will  always  be  a 
rarity  regardless  of  bullion  value.  The  widening  de¬ 
mand  for  nice  gold  coins  is  increasing  as  we  write 
these  words.  More  and  more  buyers  of  gold  coins  are 
entering  the  marketplace,  which  creates  demand  for 
common  types  as  well  as  rare  dates. 

This  listing  contains  a  great  selection  of  gold  is¬ 
sues  from  dollars  to  double  eagles.  Each  coin  has 
measured  up  to  our  exacting  standards,  and  each  was 
carefully  selected  to  offer  an  unbeatable  combination 
of  excellent  aesthetic  appeal  for  the  grade,  plus  good 
value  for  the  price  we  ask. 

Coming  attraction:  Dave  Bowers,  and  his  staff, 
along  with  some  of  the  finest  gold  coin  experts  in  the 
United  States  as  consultants,  are  working  on  a  book, 
United  States  Gold  Coins:  A  Comprehensive  Encyclopedia 
for  the  Numismatist,  anticipated  to  be  published  in 
2000  or  2001,  and  probably  to  be  in  two  or  even  three 
large  volumes. 

Gold  Dollars 

Our  quality  selection  of  gold  dollars  includes  ex¬ 
amples  of  each  of  the  three  design  types:  Liberty 
Head  (1849-1854);  Small  Indian  Head  (1854-1856); 
and  Large  Indian  Head  (1856-1889).  Our  offering  in¬ 
cludes  choice  circulated  coins,  lovely  Mint  State 
delicacies,  and  enough  rare  dates  to  satisfy  all  collect¬ 
ing  interests.  Whether  you  seek  an  important  date  or 
simply  a  choice  type  coin,  you  will  do  well  to  check 
our  inventory. 

1851  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  satiny  surfaces  exhibit 
pale  olive  highlights.  A  pleasing  example  of  Type 
I  gold  dollar  coinage.  Ideal  for  a  type  set.  ..  1,295 

1851  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 475 

1852  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  nicely  struck.  995 

1853  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty,  with  strong 

eye  appeal  for  the  grade . 1,295 

1853  MS-63  (PCGS).  Intensely  lustrous  with  the  over¬ 
all  visual  appeal  of  a  higher  grade.  Struck  from  a 
shattered  obverse  die,  with  heavy  cracks  connect¬ 


ing  many  of  the  obverse  stars . 1,295 

1854  I  iberty  Head  AU-55 . 199 


1855  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous  orange-gold  surfaces. 


The  fields  are  lightly  reflective . 1,265 

1855  AU-58  (PCGS).  Lustrous . 1,265 


Important  1855-0  Gold  $1 
Only  New  Orleans  Type  II  Gold  $1 
1855-0  AU-55  (NGC).  A  lovely  and  lustrous  example 
of  the  only  Type  II  gold  dollar  issue  from  the  New 
Orleans  Mint.  From  a  fairly  small  mintage  of  just 
55,000  pieces.  Scarce  in  AU  or  higher  grades,  and 


highly  important  as  such . 1,995 

1858  MS-62.  Brilliant . 695 


Notable  1859-S  Gold  $1 
A  Low-Mintage  Rarity 


1859-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Generous  amounts  of  lustre 
grace  the  satiny  surfaces  of  this  branch  mint  rar¬ 
ity.  From  a  mintage  of  just  15,000  pieces,  the 
majority  of  which  no  doubt  found  their  way  into 
commerce  in  San  Francisco  during  Gold  Rush 
days  of  that  city.  The  typical  grade  for  this  date  is 

just  VF  to  EF.  A  splendid  opportunity . 2,450 

1861  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous  satiny  surfaces.  .  1,150 
1873  Open  3.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  strong  lus¬ 
tre  on  frosty  surfaces.  The  interesting  variety  with 
a  raised  vertical  die  line  on  Miss  Liberty's  neck.  A 
near-gem  gold  dollar  with  all  the  aesthetic  appeal 

of  a  higher  grade . 1,295 

1873  Open  3.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous.  .  915 

Gem  1874  Gold  Dollar 


1874  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  satiny  with  lovely 
olive  highlights.  An  attractive  gem  specimen  of 


the  date,  and  fairly  scarce  as  such . 2,350 

1874  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  satiny  with  strong 

lustre . 1,295 

1874  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  satiny  and  lustrous  near  gem 

with  pale  rose  toning . 1,295 

1874  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  brilliant . 435 


1886  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 595 

Lovely  Mint  State  1889  Gold  Dollar 

1889  MS-64  (NGC).  A  frosty  and  highly  lustrous  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  final  date  in  the  gold  dollar  series. 
Rich  rose  toning  accents  the  overall  quality.  A 
grand  combination  of  quality  and  value. ...  1,450 

Quarter  Eagles 
($2.50  Gold) 

Our  quarter  eagle  listing  begins  with  a  lovely 
(and  rare)  date  in  the  Capped  Bust  series,  plus  a  nice 
selection  of  Liberty  and  Indian  issues,  and  the 
chances  are  good  that  the  coin  you  seek  is  listed.  Our 
usual  selection  of  "types"  and  rarities  can  be  found  as 
well.  Happy  hunting! 

Important  1825  $2.50  Rarity 


1825  Breen-1.  AU-50.  The  first  Capped  Head  type 
as  inaugurated  in  1821.  Very  seldom  do  ex¬ 
amples  of  this  type  become  available.  If  you 
have  this  on  your  want  list,  we  suggest  an  im¬ 
mediate  call  as  this  should  not  remain  in  our 
inventory  for  long . 6,950 

Two  reverse  dies  are  known  for  the  1825  quarter  eagle, 
sharing  the  same  obverse.  This  is  the  only  date  of  $2.50  in  the 

Quality 

The  Bowers  and  Merena  difference! 

For  over  45  years,  since  our  founding 
in  1953,  we  have  been  supplying 
choice,  rare,  and  interesting  coins,  to¬ 
kens,  medals,  and  paper  money  to  dis¬ 
criminating  collectors,  dealers,  and 
museums.  If  quality  is  important  to 
you,  you've  come  to  the  right  place.  Let 
us  help  you  build  a  fine  collection  com¬ 
bining  excellent  quality  and  value  for 
the  price  paid. 
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1821- 1834  series  with  more  than  one  reverse  die;  all  dates  in  the 
range  hav  e  but  a  single  obverse  die. 

Distant  Denomination"  reverse:  Characterized  by 
having  the  denomination  2-1/2  distant  from  the  leaf  to  its  left. 
This  reverse  was  also  used  in  1821  and  1824.  Breen  (1988)  calls 
this  the  "Distant  Fraction "  variety  and  estimates  a  mintage  of 
3,324,  stating  it  is  the  variety  usually  seen.  This  is  the  variety 
we  now  offer  for  sale. 

"Close  Denomination"  reverse:  Characterized  by  hav¬ 
ing  the  denomination  2-1/2  close  to  the  leaf  to  its  left.  This 
reverse  was  also  used  in  1826  and  1827.  Breen  (1988)  calls  this 
the  "Close  Fraction"  variety  and  estimates  a  mintage  of  1,110, 
stating  that  possibly  eight  to  10  circulation  strikes  are  known. 
•  Mark  Borckardt  estimates  that  the  population  of  extant 
pieces  of  this  variety  is  about  20  to  25. 

Mint  State  1847  $2.50 


1847  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  strong  lustre.  This 
scarce  Philadelphia  Mint  issue  (29,814  pieces 
struck)  is  readily  available  in  VF  or  so,  but  is  a 
rarity  of  some  note  in  Mint  State.  We  don't  recall 
the  last  time  we  were  able  to  offer  an  Uncirculated 
example  of  the  date . 5,350 

Regarding  the  rarity'  of  the  1847  quarter  eagle  in  Uncircu¬ 
lated,  it  is  worth  noting  that  PCGS  has  certified  just  10  examples 
of  this  date  in  Mint  State,  the  highest  graded  being  MS-63. 

1853  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 725 

1854-0  AU-55  (NGC).  Brilliant . 695 

1860  MS-62  Quarter  Eagle 

1860  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  scarce  early  Liberty 
Head  issue.  We  estimate  that  about  50  to  80  exist 
at  the  Mint  State  level.  The  present  coin  was  hand¬ 
picked  for  quality . 1,795 

Important  Mint  State  1860-S  $2.50 
A  Memorable  Offering 


1860-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  A  lustrous,  beautiful,  rare,  and 
quite  memorable  Mint  State  specimen  of  an  issue 
that,  when  seen,  is  usually  encountered  in  such 
grades  as  VF  and  EF.  There  were  no  quarter 
eagles  of  any  kind  recovered  from  the  S.S.  Brother 

Don't  Miss  the  Book  Section 

See  our  book  section  in  this  issue  of 
the  Rare  Coin  Review  for  some  really 
terrific  buys  on  interesting  and  valu¬ 
able  reference  books.  The  same  30-day 
guarantee  of  satisfaction  you  get  with 
coins  applies  to  our  books  as  well. 


Jonathan,  and  we  are  not  aware  of  any  potential  or 
other  sources  for  additional  specimens.  A  find  for 


the  specialist . 5,050 

1873  Closed  3.  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 770 

1878  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 265 


Important  1881  Quarter  Eagle 
A  Low-Mintage  Rarity 


1881  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  beautiful  specimen  of 
one  of  the  foremost  key  issues  among  Liberty 
Head  quarter  eagles.  Only  691  coins  were  struck! 
Seldom  offered  in  any  grade . 5,495 

In  Mint  State  the  1881  is  a  formidable  rarity.  Appar¬ 
ently,  no  more  than  a  handful  were  deliberately  saved  by 
numismatists,  as  Proofs  were  readily  available.  In  his  1975 
study  David  W.  Akers  was  able  to  locate  only  one  auction 
appearance  of  a  Mint  State  coin  and  had  never  seen  one 
personally!  However,  since  1986  over  a  dozen  have  been 
certified  in  Mint  State.  The  reader  may  form  his  or  her  own 
opinions,  but  it  seems  likely  that  resubmissions  (due  to  the 
value  of  this  particular  date)  and,  possibly,  liberal  grading 
have  inflated  the  figure. 

In  circulated  grades  we  estimate  that  only  about  25  to 
35  exist,  with  such  pieces  being  nearly  as  hard  to  find  as  Proofs! 
As  David  Akers  points  out,  some  —  possibly  most  — EF  and 
AU  coins  are  impaired  Proofs. 

1898  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  highly  lustrous.  1,095 

1899  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,095 

Gem  Mint  State  1900  Quarter  Eagle 


1900  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  gem  specimen  of  the 
final  Liberty  Head  quarter  eagle  of  the  19th  cen¬ 
tury  (or  the  first  year  of  the  20th  century,  if  you 
are  not  mathematically  inclined).  Not  a  rarity, 
even  in  MS-65,  but  surely  a  first-class  showpiece 


for  a  first-class  type  set . 2,195 

1900  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,395 

1901  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,395 


Gem  Uncirculated  1902  $2.50 


1902  MS-65  (PCGS).  Warm  gold  and  rose  toning  on 
satiny  lustrous  surfaces.  A  lovely  gem  specimen 


of  the  date . 2,195 

1902  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  highly  lustrous.  1,095 

1904  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,095 

1907  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,095 


Gem  1908  Indian  $2.50 


1908  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  attractive  gold 
and  olive  highlights.  A  satiny  gem  from  the  first 
year  of  Bela  Lyon  Pratt's  unique  incused  Indian 
Head  design;  the  design  motifs  are  sunken  into 
the  coin  rather  than  raised  above  the  surface,  as  in 
virtually  all  other  U.S.  coin  design  types.  ..  3,150 


1908  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 345 

1909  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 199 

1910  MS-62  (ICG).  Brilliant . 345 

1910  AU-55.  Brilliant . 219 

1910  AU-50.  Brilliant . 205 

1910  EF-45 . 195 

1911  EF-45 . 195 

1912  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 295 

1912  EF-45 . 195 

1913  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 695 

1914  MS-62.  Brilliant . 1,195 

1914  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,195 

1914-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,195 

1915  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 795 


Gem  Mint  State  1925-D  $2.50 


1925-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  satiny  gem  with  strong  lus¬ 
tre  and  a  hint  of  rose  iridescence  that  adds  consid¬ 
erably  to  the  overall  beauty  of  the  coin . 2,950 

1925-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 699 

Gem  Uncirculated  1927  $2.50 


1927  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  satiny  gem  with  lively  olive 
lustre  on  both  sides.  Sharp  and  attractive,  and 


certainly  worthy  of  the  gem  designation.  ..  2,950 

1927  MS-62  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 329 

1928  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  attractive.  Mostly 

brilliant  with  some  lilac  on  the  reverse . 699 


It  is  not  widely  known,  but  is  true,  th.it  in  the  late  1 920s 
quarter  eagles  did  not  circulate  at  face  value.  They  were 
obtainable  now  and  then  from  bank-.,  but  often  through  a 
friend  who  was  a  teller  or  cashier.  Reflective  of  the  scarcity  ot 
quarter  eagles  — although  they  were  still  being  minted  —  in 
1933  when  President  Franklin  D  Roosevelt  called  in  gold 
coins,  quarter  eagles  were  exempted,  as  thev  were  all  consul 


ered  to  have  numismatic  value 

1928  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  425 

1929  MS  62  (N<  X  )  Brilliant .  189 
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Three-Dollar  Gold 

As  a  denomination,  all  $3  gold  coins  can  be  con¬ 
sidered  scarce  or  rare,  with  some  dates,  of  course, 
being  much  more  rare  than  others. 

If  you  have  studied  rare  coin  activity  in  the  past, 
you  have  come  to  realize  that,  while  many  dates  are 


considered  rare  by  most  accounts,  a  serious  collection 
of  $3  gold  coins  is  not  out  of  the  reach  of  today's  col¬ 
lector.  Perhaps  90%  of  the  dates  and  mintmarks  from 
1854  to  1889  can  be  collected,  in  many  instances  for 
less  than  $1,000  per  coin  in  grades  from  VF  to  AU.  If 
this  piques  your  fancy,  Gail  Watson  and  Janet 
Lavertue  would  be  happy  to  set  you  up  on  our  Want 


List  Program  and  let  you  know  when  needed  dates 
and  mintmarks  come  on  hand.  Feel  free  to  call  Gail  to 
discuss  your  collecting  strategy  Remember,  there  is 
no  obligation  on  your  part  to  participate  in  our  Want 
List  program,  just  the  opportunity  to  acquire  that  cer¬ 
tain  date  for  your  set. 

The  current  listing  is  admittedly  brief,  as  ex¬ 
amples  of  this  denomination  sell  very  quickly.  We  are 
constantly  on  the  hunt  for  further  nice  examples  for 
our  customers,  coins  that  are  seldom  located. 

Uncirculated  1854  $3 


1854  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  attractive  honey 
gold  lustre.  From  the  first  year  of  the  denomina¬ 
tion,  and  the  only  year  with  the  word  DOLLARS 
in  small  letters . 3,250 

The  issues  of  1855-1889  are  from  a  reverse  hub  that 
differs  slightly  from  that  used  in  1854.  Chief  among  the  differ¬ 
ences  is  the  size  of  the  word  DOLLARS  on  the  reverse.  The 
1854-dated  pieces  all  have  that  word  in  small  letters,  while  the 
later  dates,  1855-1889,  all  display  DOLLARS  in  a  noticeablv 
larger  size. 

1854  AU-58  (NGC).  Generous  amounts  of  lustre  re¬ 
main  on  pleasing  golden  surfaces . 1,295 

Uncirculated  1855  $3  Gold 


1855  MS-60  (NGC).  Satiny  surfaces  exhibit  warm 
honey  gold  toning  and  strong  lustre.  A  nice  coin 
for  the  grade,  and  a  good  value  overall.  2,195 

Choice  Mint  State  1878  $3  Gold 


1878  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  The  most  popular  date 
of  its  era,  the  1878  $3  in  this  grade  is  an  ideal 


choice  for  a  high  quality  ty  pe  set . 4,295 

1878  AU-58  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  bcBUtiful  COW  with 
very  nice  eye  appeal . 1,250 


What  Kind  of  Coin  Could  This  Be? 


The  following  is  from  a  Wilmington ,  Dela¬ 
ware,  newspaper  dated  July  6,  1897,  and  had 
been  pricked  up  from  an  article  in  the  Cincin¬ 
nati  Enquirer: 

A  curiosity  in  the 
shape  of  a  four-dollar 
gold  piece  was  offered 
at  the  Sub-Treasury  in 
Cincinnati.  This  is 
probably  the  first  time 
in  the  history  of  jhe  of¬ 
fice  that  a  coin  of  that 
denomination  was 
ever  beheld  by  the  at¬ 
taches.  The  coin  came 
from  the  Fifth  National 
Bank,  to  which  one  of 
the  depositors  had 
taken  it  to  find  out 
how  much  it  was 
worth.  The  tellers  at 
the  bank  were  unable 
to  decide  the  question, 
and  the  coin  was  sent 
to  Uncle  Sam's  em¬ 
ployees  in  the  Federal 
building,  but  no  one 
there  would  accept  it 
for  the  treasury  for  its 
face  value. 

Coin  Teller  Robert  Brasher,  who  is  a 
numismatist  of  considerable  repute,  as 
well  as  Teller  White,  who  is  considered  one 
of  the  most  expert  counterfeit  detectors  in 
the  country,  and  Cashier  Stout,  said  that 
they  had  never  heard  of  the  government 
coining  a  piece  of  money  of  that  denomina¬ 
tion,  and  that  they  would  not  accept  it  even 
at  its  face  value.  The  tables  giving  the  coin¬ 
age  of  money  from  earliest  date  to  the 
present  time  were  looked  up,  but  there  was 
no  record  of  the  government  ever  having 
coins  a  four-dollar  gold  piece.  The  coin  that 
was  presented  was  placed  on  the  scales 
and  was  found  to  weigh  108-2/10  grains, 
making  it  worth  about  20  cents  more  than 
its  face  value. 

The  description  of  the  coin  is  as  fol¬ 
lows:  it  is  almost  the  size  of  a  five-dollar 


gold  piece.  On  the  face  around  the  outer 
edge  are  the  words:  "United  States  of 
America."  Just  underneath  this,  in  small 
type,  are  the  words:  "E.  Pluribus  Unum." 

In  the  centre  is  a  star 
bearing  the  following: 
"One  Stella,  400  cents." 
Underneath  the  star,  in 
small  letters,  are  the 
words:  "Deo  Est 

Gloria."  On  the  ob¬ 
verse  side,  in  the  cen¬ 
tre,  is  a  head  of  the 
Goddess  of  Liberty. 
Above  this  on  the 
outer  edge  are  thirteen 
small  stars.  Between 
the  stars  are  the  fol¬ 
lowing  letters  and  fig¬ 
ures:  6,  G,  3,  S,  7,  C,  7 
G,  R,  A,  M,  S.  Under¬ 
neath  the  head  is  the 
date  — 1879. 

Now  in  the  year 
2000  we  cannot  help 
but  wonder  how  large 
Robert  Brasher's  li¬ 
brary  was!  Also,  we 
wonder  if  he  ever 
heard  of  a  certain 
gold  doubloon  minted  in  1787? 

The  preceding  article  reminds  us  of  a 
situation  in  the  1960s  when  we  received  a 
call  from  the  Secret  Service.  They  had  a 
very  suspicious  "counterfeit"  coin  they 
had  seized,  a  strange  sort  of  nickel,  and 
would  we  check  it  out?  Apparently,  it 
was  to  figure  as  evidence  in  a  case  being 
investigated. 

We  did,  and  informed  the  Secret  Ser¬ 
vice  agent  that  it  was  simply  a  lightly 
worn,  perfectly  genuine  1875  Shield 
nickel  — and  showed  him  a  Guide  Book 
description  of  the  Shield  nickel  series. 

(Thanks  to  Remy  Bourne  for  the  1897 
clipping.) 


Call  Toll  Free 

800-222-5993 
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$5  Gold  Half  Eagles 

As  with  our  other  gold  offerings,  the  following 
listing  of  half  eagles  contains  plenty  of  exciting  and 
enticing  dates  in  all  grades  and  types,  from  circulated 
to  Mint  State,  and  from  early  to  late  design  types. 
Sprinkled  throughout  are  many  new  purchases.  We 
are  certain  you  will  find  a  piece  or  two  to  your  liking, 
so  please  call  Gail  or  Janet  quickly  to  avoid  disap¬ 
pointment. 

Underrated  1840  $5 

1840  AU-53  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  warm  orange-gold 
highlights.  From  the  second  year  of  the  design  type. 
Early  Coronet  gold  is  experiencing  a  resurgence  in 
popularity.  We  are  delighted  to  offer  this  example 


for  your  numismatic  consideration . 1,495 

1844  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 419 


Choice  Uncirculated  1853  $5 


1853  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  satiny  orange-gold  specimen 
with  strong  lustre  on  both  sides.  Struck  from  a 
shattered  obverse  die,  with  a  network  of  cracks 
connecting  the  date  and  the  stars  on  the  left  of 
the  coin,  a  feature  that  lends  considerable  inter¬ 


est . 12,500 

Lovely  1868-S  Half  Eagle 

1868-S  EF-45  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,750 

1873  Open  3.  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 525 

1873  Open  3.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 435 


Important  1873-S  Half  Eagle 
A  Condition  Rarity  Coin 


1873-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Deep  orange-gold  toning  and 
strong  lustre  make  for  a  visually  appealing  treat. 
Factor  in  the  rarity  of  the  date  (just  31,000  pieces 
were  struck)  in  grades  above  EF,  and  "winner" 
comes  instantly  to  mind  where  this  specimen  is 


concerned.  A  great  opportunity . 4,695 

1879  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant . 410 


Choice  Uncirculated  1880  $5 

1880  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  prooflike  half  eagle  of 
near-gem  quality.  The  frosty  devices  and  mirror 
fields  exhibit  a  dusting  of  pale  rose  and  orange 
toning.  Appealing  in  all  respects . 2,595 


1881/0  AU-55  (NGC).  Interesting  overdate . 995 

1881- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 895 

1882- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 895 

1884- S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 650 

1884- S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 495 

1890-CC  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 850 

1894- S  AU-53  (NGC).  Brilliant . 695 

1895  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 735 

1897-S  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 465 

1898  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  beauti¬ 
ful . 675 

1898  AU-55 .  225 


Gem  Mint  State  1899  Half  Eagle 


1899  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  satiny  and  brilliant  gem  of  the 
highest  order  (within  the  grade  limitations,  of 
course).  A  warm  olive  glow  enhances  the  overall 
quality.  This  is  what  the  MS-65  grade  designation 


is  all  about! . 6,500 

1899  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 735 

1899  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 735 

1901/0-S  Overdate.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 895 

1903  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 735 

1904  MS-63.  Brilliant . 735 

1905  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 875 

1905  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 875 

1905-S  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant . 559 

1906  MS-63  (NGC). Brilliant . 825 


Choice  Uncirculated  1906-D  $5 

1906- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  even  lustre  on 

satiny  honey  gold  surfaces.  First  year  of  the  Den¬ 
ver  Mint . 1,595 

1907- D  MS-63  (NGC).  Attractive  satiny  surfaces. 735 

Exceptional  Mint  State  1908  Indian  $5 


1908  Indian.  MS-64  (NGC).  First  year  of  issue  of  the 
Indian  Head  design  by  Bela  Lyon  Pratt.  A  satiny. 


beautiful  specimen  that  is  sure  to  please! ...  3,495 

1909-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,250 

1911-D  EF-45  (NGC).  Brilliant . 495 

Choice  Mint  State  1914  $5 

1914  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Quite  rare  so 
fine . 1,695 


The  1914  is  quite  elusive  in  Mint  State,  in  fact,  our 
experience  has  been  that  the  only  Indian  half  eagle  readily 
available  in  Mint  State  is  the  1909-D,  trailed  at  a  longdistance 


by  the  1908  Philadelphia  issue.  Nearly  all  others  are  seldom 
seen. 


Choice  Uncirculated  1914-D  $5 


1914-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 2,895 

1914- S  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,195 

1914-S  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 695 

Lovely  1915  Half  Eagle 

1915  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,495 


$10  Gold  Eagles 

Our  selection  of  eagles  includes  many  Liberty  or 
Coronet  eagles,  as  well  as  many  nice  Indian  eagles. 
As  always,  we  have  combed  bourse  floors  across 
America  in  an  effort  to  find  quality  gold  coins  that 
represent  a  great  value  to  today's  collectors.  Order 
with  confidence  from  this  listing,  as  your  satisfaction 
is  always  guaranteed  at  Bowers  and  Merena. 


1845-0  EF-40  (ICG).  Brilliant . 770 

1849  AU-50  (NGC).  Brilliant . 795 

1849  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 

1850  Small  Date.  EF-45  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  fair 

amount  of  lustre  remaining . 1,395 

The  date  numerals  on  this  rare  variety  were  punched 
with  the  devices  intended  for  half  eagles  of  the  same  date. 

1855  AU-55  (ICG).  Brilliant . 1,195 

1860  EF-40  (ICG) . 815 

1879-S  AU-50.  Brilliant . 335 

1881  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1882  AU-55 .  295 

1886  MS-62  (NGC).  Lustrous . 595 


Choice  Uncirculated  1887-S  $10 


1887- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  satiny  with  a 

hint  of  rose  iridescence  on  both  sides . 2,995 

1888- S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Lustrous . 395 


hint  of  rose  iridescence  on  both  sides . 2,995 

1888-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Lustrous . 395 

Choice  Mint  State  1892  Eagle 

1892  MS-63  (NGC).  Intensely  lustrous  and  moderately 

prooflike  with  attractive  cameo  contrast .  1  ,b25 

1892-CC  AU-55  (ICG).  Brilliant . 950 

1893  AU-58 . 315 

1894  MS  63  (I(  <  a  Brilliant  825 

1898  MS-63  (NGC)  I  ovely  satiny  surfaces  925 

1898  AU-55 .  299 
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1899  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 750 

1900  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 475 

1900-S  MS-61  (NGC).  Lustrous  satinv  surfaces  exhibit 

attractive  olive  iridescence . 1,195 

Choice  Uncirculated  1902-S  Eagle 

1902- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. ..  1,795 

1903- 0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous . 675 

1905- S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1906- D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 475 

1906-D  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 350 

1907  Liberty.  MS-60.  Brilliant . 325 


Choice  1907  Indian  $10 
No  Motto 


1907  Indian.  No  Motto.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  yel¬ 

low  gold  lustre.  A  popular  design  type  issued 
only  in  1907  and  1908 .  2,150 

1908- D  No  Motto.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

Lovely  and  Choice  With  Motto  1908  $10 

1908  Indian.  With  Motto.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant 

and  attractive . 1,525 

1909- D  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 595 

1910  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 685 

1910-  S  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 665 

1911  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 975 

1911  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 650 

1913  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 650 

Lustrous  1914-D  Eagle 

1914-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  beau¬ 
tiful . 1,650 

Gorgeous  1926  Eagle 

1926  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  intense  cartwheel 
lustre.  A  satiny  Indian  eagle  with  the  overall  ap¬ 


peal  of  a  higher  grade . 1,595 

1932  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,595 


$20  Gold  Double  Eagles 

A  beautiful  selection  of  gold  double  eagles  is  of¬ 
fered  for  your  collecting  satisfaction. 

The  recent  public  fascination  with  $20  gold  pieces 
continues  unabated.  In  light  of  recent  low  prices  for 
gold  bullion,  these  large  gold  coins  have  been  "selling 
like  hotcakes"  here  at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries. 
Scores  of  people  are  assembling  date  runs  or  se¬ 
quences  of  these  popular  gold  coins.  Many  of  our 
customers  select  MS-60  to  MS-64  pieces,  finding  coins 
in  that  range  to  be  the  ideal  combination  of  quality 
and  value  received 


Uncirculated  1867  $20 

1867  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,950 

1877  AU-58  (Pc X JS).  Brilliant . 750 

1878  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 

1878- S  AU-58  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 

1879  MS-60  (ANACS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  .  1,150 
1879  AU-58  (ANACS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. ...  795 

1879-  S  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,395 

1879-S  AU-58 .  850 


1881  Double  Eagle  Rarity 


1881  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  One  of  the 
key  issues  among  Liberty  Head  double  eagles,  an 
issue  which  is  seldom  seen  in  circulation  strike 


format . 12,750 

1881-S  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 825 

1885-S  AU-58.  Lustrous . 635 

1889-S  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant . 725 

1892-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with  prooflike 
fields,  particularly  on  the  reverse  (which  is  con¬ 
siderably  finer  than  the  assigned  grade) . 695 

1892-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 675 

1894  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 750 

1895  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,395 

MS-63  1896  $20 

1896  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,495 

Brilliant  MS-63  1897-S  $20 

1897- S  MS-63  (ICG).  Brilliant . 1,475 

Choice  Mint  State  1898-S  $20 

1898- S  MS-63  (ICG).  Brilliant . 1,450 

1898-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  "flashy"  piece . 735 

1898-S  MS-61  (ICG).  Brilliant.  . . 695 


Gold  Coins  From 
Bowers  mid  Merena 

If  you  enjoy  United  States  gold 
coins  you  have  come  to  the  right  place. 
We  would  be  delighted  to  help  you 
with  your  type  set  or  specialized  collec¬ 
tion.  Check  this  listing  which  includes 
our  latest  acquisitions.  If  you  don't  see 
what  you  need,  then  give  Gail  Watson 
your  "want  list."  We'll  keep  you 
posted  as  new  items  come  into  stock. 


1900  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant .  1,295 

1903  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 

1904  MS-63  (NGC  )  Brilliant . 

1904-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 695 


Famous  MCMVII  High  Relief  $20 


MCMVII  (1907)  High  Relief.  MS-60  (NGC).  A  lov  ely 
specimen  of  this  famous  rarity,  an  American  clas¬ 


sic  from  the  day  it  was  minted . 8,895 

1907  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 895 

1908  No  Motto.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 645 

1908  No  Motto.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 645 

1909/8  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  The  only  overdate  in 

the  Saint-Gaudens  series.  Always  popular. ..  895 

1909  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . . 

1910  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 

1910-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 750 

1910- S  MS-62  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 675 

1911  AU-55  (PCGS) . 719 


Attractive  Gem  1911-D  $20 

1911-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  If  you  like  double 
eagles,  you've  come  to  the  right  place.  Market 
conditions  are  very  favorable  now,  and  for  a 
lower  cost  than  any  time  in  the  past  20  years,  Mint 
State  coins  are  eminently  affordable.  Quite  a  few 
Bowers  and  Merena  clients  are  building  date  and 


mintmark  sets . 1,595 

1911-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 645 

1911-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 695 

1911-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 645 

1913  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 775 

191 3-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 745 


1914-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  What  a  nice  selection 
of  double  eagles  we  have  -  as  we  have  been  bu  v- 
ing  attractive  pieces  left  and  right,  whenever  we 
see  pieces  that  catch  our  eye  quality-wise  and 

which  are  also  good  buys . 795 

1914-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  As  these  words  are 
being  written,  we  are  distributing  a  small  cache  of 
1914-S  double  eagles,  but  they  won't  last  long1 

Order  one  for . 795 

1914-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  . 

1914-S  MS-63  (P(  X  .s).  Brilliant  We  have  OWf  a 
dozen  specimens  on  hand  right  now,  but  they  are 
bound  to  sell  quicklv!  Order  one,  check  the  qual 
ity,  and  you'll  come  back  for  more! .  645 

1914- S  MS-62  (PC  (  5)  Brilliant 
1915  AU-58.  Brilliant 

1915- S  MS-64  (NGC)  Brilliant 

1 91 5-S  MS-64  (PCGS)  Brilliant  1  uck\  us1 1  uck\  urn1 
We  bought  a  small  hoard  ot  these’  beautiful  arms 
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United  States  Gold  Coins  for  Sale 


While  they  last,  buy  one  for . 795 

1915-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 645 

1915-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Going  fast!  While 

they  last,  order  one  for . 645 

1920  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 665 


Famous  and  Rare  1921  $20 


1921  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A  splendid 
specimen  that  offers  high  rarity  and  a  great 
amount  of  eye  appeal.  The  1921  is  a  landmark 


among  Saint-Gaudens  double  eagles.  Usually, 
this  is  one  of  the  last  pieces  to  be  acquired  in  a  set, 
simply  because  even  the  most  well-moneyed  buy¬ 
ers  hold  out  the  hope  that  they  will  find  a  gem, 
then  settle  on  an  AU  or  whatever  else  can  be 
found.  The  total  population  of  this  date  is  very 
low,  perhaps  under  100  pieces.  Even  this  estimate 
may  be  high.  In  1982,  David  W.  Akers  suggested 
40  to  50  pieces.  Certification  data  are  not  particu¬ 
larly  useful  due  to  resubmissions .  43,500 

For  the  record:  This  specimen,  certified  by  NGC  (550886- 
001),  has  a  die  break  on  the  reverse  at  the  left,  beginning  below 
the  eagle's  beak,  extending  upward  through  the  beak,  into  UN 
(UNITED).  Another  crack  extends  through  the  top  of  TW 
(TWENTY)  and  left  side  of  E  upward  to  the  right  through 
STAT  (STATES). 

When  seen  (which  is  not  often),  the  1921  is  found  to  be 
of  average  striking  sharpness,  a  characteristic  of  all  known 
authentic  specimens.  Not  enough  high-grade  specimens  exist 
to  determine  much  about  lustre  or  frost,  except  that  the  finish 
of  some  is  more  satiny,  (with  somewhat  of  a  "brushed"  ap¬ 
pearance,)  than  deeply  frosty.  The  present  coin  is  more  at  the 
frosty  end  of  the  spectrum. 


A  specimen  in  our  King  of  Siam  Sale  (October  1987,  Lot 
2186),  was  described  thus:  "Under  magnification  some  inter¬ 
esting  die  breaks  can  be  seen,  including  one  running  through 
top  of  LIBERTY  and  another  at  the  bottom  of  the  reverse, 
extending  up  toward  the  left  through  I  of  IN.  Fields  are  deeply 
frosty  and  lustrous,  a  satiny  appearance  that  is  deeply  frosty 
and  reminiscent  of  a  Matte  Proof." 

The  Polis  Collection  specimen  (sold  by  us  June  1991, 
Lot  1568),  called  AU-55,  was  further  described:  "A  circular 
obverse  die  crack  begins  above  the  date  and  runs  in  a  clock¬ 
wise  motion  to  the  Capitol  building  dome.  A  second  die  crack 
begins  at  the  third  obverse  star  to  the  left  of  Liberty,  and  runs 
from  there  through  the  Capitol  building  and  several  obverse 
stars  until  it  reaches  the  rim  at  9:00.  A  third  die  crack  begins 
above  the  B  in  LIBERTY  and  extends  through  the  ERTY  and 
into  Liberty's  olive  branch." 

The  method  of  distribution  of  the  1921  double  eagle  is 
somewhat  of  a  puzzlement.  If  several  hundred  thousand  had 
been  shipped  to  Europe  in  the  1920s,  surely  many  would  have 
surfaced  on  the  market  by  now.  Perhaps  most  were  shipped  to 
banks  stateside  and  were  paid  out,  thus  accounting  for  wear 
on  most  known  specimens.  In  1933-1934,  when  double  eagles 
and  other  high-denomination  gold  coins  were  called  in  by 
Uncle  Sam,  any  specimens  in  bank  reserves  would  have  been 
redeemed  and  melted.  Even  so,  this  would  not  explain  their 
rarity.  Most  likely,  most  of  the  mintage  was  held  by  the 
Treasury,  never  paid  out,  and  went  to  the  melting  pot  after 


1933. 

1922  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 645 

1922  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 645 

1922  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 615 

1922  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 609 

1923  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 645 

1924  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 775 

1924  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 645 

1924  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 645 

1924  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 615 

1925  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 645 

1925  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 615 


Lovely  1925-S  Double  Eagle 


1925-S  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant.  One  of  the  well- 
known  key  issues  of  the  1920s.  Lustrous  and  at¬ 


tractive,  a  very  nice  coin! . 2,850 

1926  MS-64.  Brilliant . 

1926  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 775 

1927  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  lustrous  gem  that 
would  look  great  in  a  high-grade  type  set!  1 ,395 

1927  MS-64.  Brilliant,  lustrous,  very  attractive. ..  725 
1927  MS-63.  Brilliant . 645 

1927  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  645 

1928  MS-64  (NGC)  Brilliant . 

1928  MS-63  (NC  >(  )  Brilliant . 


See  Our  Web  Site  at: 
www.lnncersanilniereua.coni 


Bud  Farnsworth  Writes 


Dear  Dave, 

This  is  my  very  first  letter  to  you  al¬ 
though  I  have  followed  your  career  from 
your  early  Bowers  &  Ruddy  Galleries 
days  when  you  were  located  in  Los  Ange¬ 
les.  And  I  must  say  you  have  done  mar¬ 
velously,  and  being  a  New  Englander  it  is 
nice  to  see  one  of  your  own  make  good 
here  in  God's  Country. 

I  left  the  hobby  for  a  few  years,  Thank¬ 
fully,  I  missed  the  market  madness  of  the 
late  1980s,  only  to  return  recently  and  find 
that  the  old  adage  'The  more  things 
change,  the  more  they  stay  the  same'  is 
alive  and  well.  Third  party  grading  was 
taking  the  industry  by  storm. 

But  that  is  for  another  time.  I  sub¬ 
scribed  to  your  publications  and  must 
compliment  you  and  your  staff  on  an  out¬ 
standing  job. 

In  the  December  1999/  January  2000 
issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  a  reader  sub¬ 
mitted  some  very  funny  questions  found 
on  the  Internet.  I  believe  the  material  is 
from  the  comedian  Steve  Wright.  He  is 
hysterical  and  his  dry  delivery  is  just  the 
best.  Here  is  some  more  of  his  stuff: 

•  If  a  parsley  farmer  is  sued,  can  they 
garnish  his  wages? 

•  Can  you  be  a  closet  claustrophobic? 
(one  of  my  favorites) 


•  If  the  cops  arrest  a  mime,  do  they  tell 
her  she  has  the  right  to  remain  silent? 

•  Why  is  the  word  abbreviation  so  long? 

•  What  do  you  do  when  you  discover 
an  endangered  animal  that  eats  only  en¬ 
dangered  plants? 

•  Do  hungry  crows  have  ravenous  ap¬ 
petites? 

•  Is  it  possible  to  be  totally  partial?  (an¬ 
other  favorite) 

•  When  companies  ship  Styrofoam, 
what  do  they  pack  it  in? 

•  If  it's  tourist  season,  why  can't  we 
shoot  them?  (should  be  a  New  Hampshire 
favorite) 

•  Why  do  they  sterilize  the  needles  for 
lethal  injections?  (my  all  time  favorite) 

Well  that's  it  for  now.  I  hope  your 
readers  enjoy  Steve's  material;  he  is  truly 
one  of  the  best.  I  would  like  to  share  with 
you  and  your  readers  some  of  my  obser¬ 
vations  on  the  hobby  if  that  is  all  right 
with  you.  Naturally  you  would  have  edi¬ 
torial  privilege,  I  think  you  and  they  might 
find  it  interesting.  Imagine  ole'  'Boston 
Bud'  a  guest  columnist?  Who  would  have 
known? 

Stay  well  and  Thank  You! 

Regards, 

Bud  Farnsworth 
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Saint-Gaudens  Double  Eagles  priced  at  less  than  $1,000  in  Mint  State! 

1907  Arabic  numerals,  1908  No  Motto,  1908-D  No  Motto,  1908  With  Motto, 
1908-D  With  Motto,  1909,  1909-S,  1910,  1910-D,  1910-S,  1911,  191 1-D, 
191 1-S,  1912,  1913,  1913-1),  1914,  1914-D,  1914-S,  1915,  1915-S,  1916-S, 
1920,  1922,  1922-S,  1923,  1923-D,  1924,  1925,  1926,  1927,  1928 


>  ik 

Build  your  own  private  treasure  of  authentic  American  gold  coins! 

Join  our  Saint-Gaudens 


Everyone  loves  gold  coins,  and  for  good  reason;  they  are  at 
once  beautiful,  impressive,  and  valuable.  And,  gold  has  guided 
the  financial  course  of  civilization  for  many  centuries. 

The  good  news  is  that  within  the  American  series,  beautiful 
$20  pieces  designed  by  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens,  and  minted 
from  1907  through  1933,  include  many  very  affordable  coins. 
In  fact,  as  the  list  at  the  bottom  of  this  page  indicates,  there  are 
32  different  varieties  that  can  be  purchased  lor  less  than  $  1 ,000 
in  Mint  State,  some  for  much  less  (tentative  listing  based  upon 
todays  market  valuations). 

We  invite  you  to  build  a  collection  of  affordable  dates  and 
mintmarks.  Each  coin  is  a  beautiful,  lustrous  Mint  State 
example  certified  by  PCGS  or  NGC.  What  a  gorgeous,  impres¬ 
sive  collection  this  will  make! 

Here  is  all  you  do: 

Decide  how  much  you’d  like  to  spend  each  month  on  your 
collection.  For  just  $500  (the  minimum  we  recommend), 
we  can  complete  your  collection  with  pieces 
ranging  in  grade  from  MS-60  to  MS-63  (higher 
grades  available  upon  request).  Month  by 
month,  your  golden  collection  will  grow  before 
your  eyes!  There  is  no  obligation  to  continue, 
and  you  can  end  your  participation  at  any  time, 
simply  by  letting  us  know  and  paying  any 
balance  due.  Each  coin  comes  with  a  30-day 


United  States  Gold  Coins 

An  Illustrated  History 


By  Q,  Dzvfd  Bowen  % 


money-back  guarantee  of  satisfaction  (seven  days  for  certi¬ 
fied  coins).  And  each  coin  comes  to  you  with  a  special  4% 
member’s  discount. 

Call  Gail  Watson  or  Janet  Lavertue,  credit  card  in  hand,  send 
us  a  fax  with  your  credit  card  information,  or  mail  us  a  note  with 
your  personal  check.  We  ll  take  it  from  there. 

Special  Introductory  Price  on  Your  First  Order 

Order  one,  two,  or  more  MS-63  double  eagles  (dates  of  our 
choice)  at  our  special  introductory  price  of  just  $665  (list  price 
$695  or  more).  Then,  every  month  we  will  automatically  send 
you  another  coin  that  you  need.  Your  coins  can  be  charged  to 
your  credit  card,  or  sent  for  inspection  (upon  credit  approval), 
or  you  can  pay  with  your  personal  check. 

Special  Sign-Up  Bonus 

With  your  first  order  we  will  send  you  a  copy  of  Q.  David 
Bowers’  award-winning  book,  United  States  Gold  C.oins:  An 
Illustrated  History,  illustrated  with  gems  from  the 
Eliasberg  Collection.  This  deluxe  hardbound 
volume,  profusely  illustrated  including  color 
plates,  lists  for  $57.95,  but  is  yours  FREE.  It  is 
the  standard  reference  on  the  series.  In  fact,  when 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  James  Baker  wanted  to 
learn  about  American  gold  coins,  he  consulted 
(and  quoted  from)  this  same  book! 


Commemorative  Coins 


We've  been  busy  buying  commemoratives  again! 
We  firmly  believe  that  nearly  all  of  the  early  1892- 
1954  issues  are  incredibly  inexpensive  in  today's 
marketplace  —  in  many  instances  selling  for  less  than 
they  did  decades  ago! 

We  have  always  liked  commemoratives,  and  con¬ 
sider  them  to  be  among  the  most  fascinating  of  all 
American  series,  particularly  the  coins  of  the  "classic" 
era  1892-1954.  The  fact  that  the  market  has  been  slow 
and  quiet  in  recent  times  seems  to  us  to  signal  an  op¬ 
portunity,  and  we've  been  writing  checks  whenever 
an  opportunity  arises. 

The  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins  unhes¬ 
itatingly  states  that  among  American  coins,  few  if 
any  issues  can  match  commemoratives  for  their  his¬ 
torical  significance.  Beyond  this  aspect,  the  series  is 
laden  with  low  mintages.  Some  issues  in  beautiful 
Mint  State,  with  mintages  of  less  than  10,000  pieces, 
can  be  purchased  for  under  $100  per  coin,  some¬ 
times  well  under— certain  pieces  from  the  Booker  T. 
Washington  and  Carver-Washington  series  are 
prime  examples. 

If  commemoratives  are  your  forte,  you  have  come 
to  the  right  place  and,  in  our  opinion  at  the  right  time. 
If  you  don't  have  anything  special  in  mind,  we  sug¬ 
gest  starting  a  basic  type  set  which  consists  of  48 
different  designs  of  half  dollars  plus  the  1893  Isabella 
quarter  and  1900  Lafayette  dollar,  for  a  grand  total  of 
50  coins.  Our  inventory  offers  the  majority  of  the  vari¬ 
ous  issues  for  your  selection. 


Superb  Gem  Uncirculated  Isabella  25C 


1893  Isabella  quarter  dollar.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant. 
An  exceptional  specimen.  A  prize  for  the  connois¬ 
seur!  . 5,250 

Interesting  facts  First  United  States  coin  to  depict  a 
foreign  monarch,  and  the  first  of  only  seven  U.S.  commemora¬ 
tive  quarter  dollar  issues  to  date.  What  are  those  other  com¬ 
memorative  quarters7  The  l776-1976dual-dated  Bicentennial 
issue,  and  the  five  state  quarter  issues  of  1999.  By  the  time  the 
state  quarter  series  ends,  we  will  have  at  least  52  commemora¬ 
tive  quarters  in  our  sets! 

1893  Isabella  quarter  dollar.  MS-64  (PCGS)  Brilliant. 
From  our  listing  you  might  think  that  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries  has  a  "corner"  on  all  of  the  nice 


commemoratives  on  the  market.  Well,  we  don't, 
but  wish  we  did.  However,  when  it  comes  to  qual¬ 
ity,  our  inventory  is  nicer  than  any  other  we  have 


ever  seen  (and  we  do  "get  around") . 1,140 

1893  Isabella  quarter  dollar.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Very  nice 
eye  appeal . 245 


Notable  Mint  State  1900  Lafayette  $1 


1900  Lafayette  silver  dollar.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light 
golden  toning . 2,850 

Interesting  facts:  Struck  the  year  before  the  date  appear¬ 
ing  on  the  coin,  on  December  14, 1899,  the  100th  anniversary 
of  Washington's  death;  Lafayetteand  Washington  pictured  on 
obverse,  Lafayette  on  horseback  on  reverse,  thus  the  first  U.S. 
coin  with  the  same  person  depicted  twice  on  the  same  coin; 
first  commemorative  silver  dollar;  first  depiction  of  a  presi¬ 
dent  on  a  publicly  distributed  legal  tender  U.S.  coin. 

Further,  Lafayette  dollars  were  struck  from  hand- 
punched  dies,  resulting  in  several  collectible  die  varieties,  a 
highly  unusual  feature  among  federal  coins  of  that  era,  all 
others  of  which  were  stereotyped  except  for  the  date  logotype 
and  mintmark  punch. 


Gem  Uncirculated  1921  Alabama  50<t 
2X2  in  Field 

Accompanied  by  Personal  Letter 


1921  Alabama.  2X2.  MS-65.  With  letter  and  history. 

A  splendid  specimen,  attractively  toned,  and  ac¬ 
companied  by  a  long  personal  (not  "form”)  letter 
from  the  Alabama  Centennial  Commission  (the 
letter  is  intact  but  split  at  the  folds)  detailing  the 
history  of  the  coin.  A  true  find  for  the  advanced 


collector  of  commemoratives  and  related  memo¬ 
rabilia . 2,650 

Interesting  facts:  First  of  the  "meaningless"  commemo¬ 
ratives,  a  coin  authorized  in  1920  and  struck  in  1921  to  cel¬ 
ebrate  an  anniversary  held  in  1919;  Thomas  E.  Kilby,  one  of 
two  individuals  shown  on  the  obverse,  was  the  first  living 
person  to  be  depicted  on  a  United  States  coin. 

1921  Alabama  Plain.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant. ...  835 
1936  Albany.  MS-66  (ANACS).  Light  golden  surfaces. 


Exceptionally  high  grade  for  this  issue . 725 

1936  Albany.  MS-66  (NGC)  Brilliant . 725 

1936  Albany.  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 365 

1936  Albany.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 235 

1936-D  Arkansas.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 105 


Interesting  facts:  This  coin  celebrated  the  1836-1936 
Arkansas  Centennial  a  year  early.  Those  involved  could  hardly 
wait  to  tap  collectors'  wallets!  The  1936  (correct  date)  centen¬ 
nial  year  was  celebrated  by  coinage  all  the  way  through  1939! 

1936-S  Arkansas.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 105 

1936- S  Arkansas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 105 

1937- D  Arkansas.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 395 

1938  Arkansas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with 

a  half  moon  of  golden  toning  between  3:00  and 
5:00  on  the  obverse.  The  reverse  has  very  light 
golden  surfaces . 135 

1938- S  Arkansas.  MS-65.(NGC).  Brilliant . 815 

1936- S  Bay  Bridge.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  golden 

surfaces . 295 

1937- D  Boone.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  whisper  of  golden 

iridescence  on  both  sides . 325 

1938  Boone.  MS-65  (NGC).  Pale  rose  and  gold  irides¬ 
cence  present . 525 

1938  Boone.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 365 

1938- S  Boone.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with  a 

hint  of  pale  gold  and  rose . 299 

Superb  Gem  1925-S  California  50C 

1925-S  California.  MS-66  (ICG).  Brilliant . 1,785 

1925-S  California.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,125 

1925-S  California.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 279 

1925-S  California.  MS-64  (ANACS).  Nicely  toned  with 

gold  and  amber  highlights . 279 

1952  Carver-Washington.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 16 

Interesting  facts:  The  Carver-Washington  sets,  with  their 
multiplicity  of  varieties,  were  a  rerun  of  the  largely  unsuccess¬ 
ful  Booker  T.  Washington  issues  of  1946-1931;  on  the  map  of 
the  U.S.,  the  reverse  of  the  coin  Delaware  was  omitted! 

1952  Carver-Washington.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lb 
1936-S  Cincinnati.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 293 

Interesting  facts:  I  bis  issue  was  a  personal  project  for  the 
profit  of  numismatist  and  "pirate"  (of  sorts)  Thomas  C>  Melish 
Even  within  Cincinnati  few  people  know  about  the  coins,  and  the 
50th  anniversary  commemorated  had  no  basis  in  histoncal  tact 

1936  Cleveland.  MS-64  (PCGS).  I  ustrousand  beauti¬ 
ful .  99 
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Commemorative  Coins  for  Sale 


*- 


1892  Columbian.  MS-65  (NGC).  Deeply  toned  with 
blue  and  green  highlights . 795 

Interesting  facts:  First  legal  tender  U.S.  coin  to  depict  a 
foreigner;  first  commemorative  half  dollar;  issued  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  1893  World's  Columbian  Exposition,  a  fair  held 
a  year  late 

1892  Columbian.  MS-64  (NGC).  A  brilliant  and  sat¬ 


iny  gem  with  strong  cartwheel  lustre . 175 

1935  Connecticut.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 630 

1935  Connecticut.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 630 

1935  Connecticut.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Strong  lustre  on 

golden  gray  surfaces . 185 

1936  Elgin.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 219 


Interesting  facts:  Authorized  in  1936  for  an  anniversary 
that  had  already  taken  place  in  1935;  profits  from  the  sale  of 
this  issue  went  toward  the  work  on  a  statue  in  Elgin,  which  to 
this  day  has  not  been  erected.  In  a  recent  communication, 
Roger  Bear,  who  today  is  a  prominent  dealer  in  Elgin,  stated 
that  close  to  $1 00,000  is  needed  to  make  the  statue  a  reality,  and 
that  donations  are  tax  deductible. 

Of  all  modem  authors  Cornelius  Vermeule  (in  Numis¬ 
matic  Art  in  America)  has  furnished  the  most  detailed  analyses 
of  coin  motifs.  In  the  Elgin  half  dollar  he  saw  a  masterpiece: 

"It  is  difficult  to  find  a  more  aesthetically  satisfying, 
technically  superior  commemorative  half  dollar  than  the  Elgin, 
Illinois  Centennial  of  1936.  The  subjects  of  both  obverse  and 
reverse,  Pioneer  Memoria )  in  Elgin,  are,  like  the  obverse  of  the 
Stone  Mountain  half  dollar  in  1925,  an  example  of  a  statue 
group  being  used  as  a  coin  design  by  the  man  who  was  also 
sculptor  of  the  group.  Triple  use  or  creation  can  be  said  to  have 
been  achieved,  because  the  head  of  the  old  pioneer  on  the 
obverse  is  also  the  head  of  the  man  with  the  rifle  at  the  front  of 
the  group  on  the  reverse. 

"The  three-dimensionality,  as  well  as  the  precise  detail, 
of  the  four  figures  has  been  cleverly  translated  onto  the  reverse 
of  the  coin.  The  lettering  is  inconspicuous  and,  especially  on 
the  obverse,  nobly  spaced  out....  The  designer  of  this  half 
dollar,  thus  also  sculptor  of  the  statue,  Trygve  A.  Rovelstad, 
has  produced  one  of  the  major  documents  of  sculptural  plas¬ 
ticity  and  vibrant  relief  in  the  series  of  commemorative  coins. 
His  obverse  is  worthy  of  a  Roman  medallion,  and  his  reverse 
rivals  the  great  Neoclassic  dies  of  England  or  Bavaria  in  the 


19th  century." 

1936  Elgin.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 219 

1936  Elgin.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195 

1936  Gettysburg.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 699 


Choice  1922  Grant  50C 
With  Star 


1922  Grant.  With  Star.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Among 
early  commemorative  half  dollars  this  is  the  great 
classic  (although  much  about  it  has  been  forgotten 
today).  Very  scarce  in  this  high  grade . 2,550 

Interesting  facts:  The  With  Star  variety  was  apparently 
coined  in  error,  for  the  Commission  had  not  ordered  them;  the 
star  had  no  historical  or  other  meaning  except  to  create  a 
different  variety,  in  Mint  State  this  is  the  rarest  commemora¬ 
tive  half  dollar  today. 

1928  Hawaiian.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Eight  gold . 1,295 

1946  Iowa  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 199 


1946  Iowa.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 119 

1946  Iowa.  AU-58.  Brilliant . 69 

1946  Iowa.  AU-50.  Brilliant . 65 

1918  Lincoln-Illinois.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with 
intense  cartwheel  lustre  present.  Lovely . 550 


Interesting  facts:  Only  publicly  distributed  U.S.  legal 
tender  silver  coin  to  depict  Lincoln;  first  coin  designed  (re¬ 
verse)  by  John  R.  Sinnock,  who  was  later  to  become  chief 
engraver  at  the  Mint. 

1936  Long  Island.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  obverse, 
the  reverse  has  beautiful  gold  and  green . 495 

1920  Maine.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  lustrous  gem. 
Not  easy  to  find  so  nice! . 650 

Interesting  facts:  Originally  envisioned  to  circulate  at 
face  value  to  promote  Maine;  one  of  two  commemoratives 
connected  with  this  state  (1936  York  County  is  the  other). 

1920  Maine.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant. . . 650 

1934  Maryland.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 350 

Fairly  scarce  at  the  gem  level  as  offered  here. 

1936  Norfolk.  AU-50 .  355 

Interesting  facts:  The  issuers  made  much  of  the  fact  that 
the  British  crown  was  depicted  on  this,  an  American  coin;  this 
coin  was  dated  1936  despite  the  fact  that  it  was  not  authorized 
by  Congress  until  1937;  this  coin  bore  five  dates  as  part  of  the 
design,  none  of  which  was  the  date  of  mintage. 

1926  Oregon.  AU-50 . 95 

Interesting  facts:  This  issue  commemorates  no  particu¬ 
lar  date  anniversary  (such  as  50th,  1 00th,  etc.);  this  was  the  first 
of  the  extended  series  of  commemoratives  that  were  consid¬ 
ered  exploitative  by  collectors.  However,  in  this  instance, 
collectors  have  enjoyed  the  experience.  A  few  years  ago  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Society  for  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins  voted  this 
as  their  favorite  design.  In  1999  the  Bureau  of  the  Mint  an¬ 
nounced  that  a  plaque  with  this  design  would  be  among  those 
put  on  the  facade  of  its  new  headquarters  being  built  in 


Washington. 

1928  Oregon.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195 

1933-D  Oregon.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 325 

1933-D  Oregon.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 325 

1933- D  Oregon.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 280 

1934- D  Oregon.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 210 

1938  Oregon.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 235 

1938- D  Oregon.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 235 

1939- S  Oregon.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 515 

1915-S  Panama  Pacific.  Doubled  Mintmark.  MS-64 

(PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,325 

1915-S  Panama  Pacific.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  1,250 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 585 

1920  Pilgrim  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 585 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 585 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 145 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 95 

1920  Pilgrim.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1920  Pilgrim.  AU-55.  Brilliant . 59 

1921  Pilgrim.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 785 

1921  Pilgrim.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 785 

1936-D  Rhode  Island.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 119 

1936-S  Rhode  Island.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 325 

1936-S  Rhode  Island.  MS-65  (NGC).  Lightly  toned.  325 

1937  Roanoke.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 259 

1937  Roanoke.  AU-58  (PCGS) . 159 

1936  Robinson.  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 139 

Interesting  facts:  Senator  Joseph  Robinson,  depicted  on 
the  coin,  was  living  at  the  time  the  coins  were  issued;  although 
they  were  dated  1936,  the  coins  were  minted  in  1937 

1936  Robinson.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 105 


1926  Sesquicentenmal.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  145 


1935  Spanish  Trail.  AU-55 .  850 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  210 

Interesting  facts  The  memory  of  recently  (1923)  de¬ 
ceased  President  Harding,  mentioned  in  the  original  legisla¬ 
tion  authorizing  this  issue,  was  not  mentioned  on  the  coin,  the 
vast  quantity  of  5,01X1,000  authorized  was  the  largest  since  the 


Columbian  Exposition  coins  of  1892-1893. 

1938  Texas.  MS-63.  Brilliant .  269 

1938  Texas.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 2 am 

1925  Vancouver.  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  iridescent  sur¬ 
faces . 595 

1925  Vancouver.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 329 

1925  Vancouver.  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 319 

Interesting  facts:  Struck  at  the  San  Francisco  Mint,  but  S 


mintmark  omitted  in  error;  the  celebration  was  a  local  event, 
did  not  attract  nationwide  attention,  and  relatively  few  coins 
were  sold. 

1925  Vancouver.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 269 

1927  Vermont.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned.  969 

Interesting  facts:  This  issue  was  authorized  two  years 
before  the  minting  date,  a  remarkable  situation,  as  typically 
commemoratives  were  authorized  in  the  same  year  of  issue; 
the  catamount  pictured  on  the  reverse  is  a  reference  to  the 
Catamount  Tavern,  where  the  Green  Mountain  Boys  quaffed 
ale;  this  half  dollar  is  one  of  the  few  commemoratives  to  bear 
a  day  date,  in  this  instance  August  16,  to  the  left  of  the 
catamount;  Vermont  half  dollars  were  struck  in  higher  relief 


than  any  other  commemorative  coin. 

1927  Vermont.  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 299 

1927  Vermont.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 175 

1927  Vermont.  AU-58  (PCGS) . 169 

1950-S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 155 

1936  Wisconsin.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1936  Wisconsin.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 195 


Interesting  facts:  According  to  provisions  of  the  con¬ 
gressional  acts  enabling  this,  the  Bridgeport,  and  the  Delaware 
half  dollars,  although  coinage  was  to  be  a  minimum  of  25,000, 
there  was  no  stated  maximum,  and  an  unlimited  quantity' 
could  have  been  made  at  the  time,  this  coin,  like  a  few  other 
commemoratives,  also  bears  a  day  date,  4th  of  July  Anno 
Domini  1836;  remainder  coins  were  still  being  sold  by  the  state 


in  the  1950s. 

1936  Wisconsin.  AU-58 . 169 

1936  York.  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 199 

1936  York.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 185 


Commemorative  Gold 

The  popularity  of  commemorative  gold  issues 
from  the  classic  era -1903  to  1926  — is  growing 
steadily  after  having  been  in  the  "numismatic  dol¬ 
drums"  for  several  years.  This  exciting  series  consists 
of  just  13  different  date  and  type  combinations,  some 
of  them  highly  affordable,  and  some  of  extreme  rar- 
itv.  There  is  no  better  time  than  the  present  to  begin, 
or  add  to,  a  collection  of  these  popular  issues. 

1916  McKinley  gold  dollar.  MS-62  (PCGS) . 485 

1916  McKinley  gold  dollar.  AU-58  (NGC) .  425 

1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  MS-64  Bril 

liant . 765 

1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  MS-63  (NGC). 

Brilliant . 550 

1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle  MS-62  Bril 

liant . 435 

1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle  MS-62  (PCGS) 
Brilliant .  435 
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Question  &  Answer  Forum 


by  Q.  David  Bowers 


QI  need  an  opinion  and  since  your 
firm  is  most  reputable  and  has 
handled  British  Maundy  sets,  I  appeal  to 
you  for  help.  A  dealer  friend  of  mine 
wants  to  sell  me  an  1877  Maundy  Set  in 
the  original  case.  He  says  they  are  Proofs 
and  wants  $200  for  them.  I  say  they  are 
prooflike  and  listed  in  Krause  at  $100. 
Krause  and  Seaby  do  not  list  Proof 
Maundy  coins  for  1877.  Did  they  make 
Proofs  that  year?  If  so,  how  can  I  distin¬ 
guish  them  from  prooflike?  The  coins  are 
heavily  toned  but  very  lustrous.  I  would 
appreciate  your  opinion.  —  N.M. 

A  Thank  you  for  your  fax.  I  do  not  be¬ 
lieve  there  is  any  difference  between 
a  prooflike  or  a  Proof  1877  Maundy  Set. 
Having  handled  quite  a  few  of  these  over 
the  years,  I  believe  they  were  all  struck 
from  the  same  dies  and  are  highly  proof¬ 
like.  The  pieces  are  one  and  the  same;  it  is 
just  that  the  nomenclature  varies. 

Although  this  is  a  British  numismatics 
and  not  an  American  numismatics  ques¬ 
tion,  I've  included  it  anyway.  For  the  ben¬ 
efit  of  those  not  familiar  with  these  sets, 
each  year  the  British  monarch  distributes 
little  "purses"  of  silver  coins  on  Maundy 
Thursday.  These  consist  of  specially  struck 
pennies  (normally  not  made  in  silver), 
twopence  (ditto),  threepence  (some  were 
made  in  silver  for  circulation  long  ago,  but 
no  longer  for  this  purpose),  and  fourpence 
(ditto).  These  are  given  to  poor  people, 
who  in  recent  years  make  a  beeline  for 
waiting  coin  dealers  and  sell  them  at  hefty 
premiums. 

Sets  of  four  Maundy  coins  are  avail¬ 
able  for  each  year  of  Queen  Victoria's  reign 
(1837-1901,  with  coins  commencing  with 
the  date  1838).  Some  of  these  sets  are 
highly  prooflike,  but  except  for  a  few  in¬ 
stances  (such  instances  not  including  1877), 
were  not  struck  as  Proofs.  On  the  other 


hand,  modern  Maundy  sets  for  Queen 
Elizabeth  II  (1953  to  date)  are  indistin¬ 
guishable,  at  least  to  my  eye,  from  full 
Proofs. 

•  •  • 

QI  am  sending  my  order  for  an  1857- 
S  double  eagle  from  your  S.S.  Cen¬ 
tral  America  coin  distribution.  Now,  how 
can  I  purchase  one  of  the  gold  bars?  — 
W.M.  (and  several  others) 

A  As  we  go  to  press,  the  best  informa¬ 
tion  I  have  is  that  the  California  Gold 
Marketing  Group,  for  which  entity  we  are 
an  official  distributor,  intends  to  sell  the 
coins  first,  then  address  the  sale  of  the  bars. 
We  have  been  discussing  the  preparation 
of  a  book  about  the  bars,  which  would  il¬ 
lustrate  each,  give  its  dimensions  and  in¬ 
scriptions,  and  including  historical  infor¬ 
mation— this  in  addition  to  a  book  about 
the  Central  America  itself.  As  plans  are  per¬ 
fected,  announcements  will  be  made. 

I  bought  an  1857-S  $20  myself,  to 
frame  and  put  on  my  office  wall  (with  the 
one  other  coin  there:  a  Mint  State  1865-S 
$20  from  the  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan). 


QIn  the  field  of  Civil  War  tokens, 
what  are  your  ideas  as  to  what  con¬ 
stitutes  a  separate  variety?  [Plus  several 


We  invite  readers  to  submit  questions 
concerning  any  aspect  of  American 
numismatics.  All  will  be  answered 
privately  by  Dave  Bowers  and  our 
staff  and  selected  questions  will  be 
used  in  this  column. 


related  questions  in  numbered  sequence, 
which  can  be  figured  out  from  the  context 
of  the  answers  below]  —  M.G. 

A  You  have  raised  a  number  of  interest 
ing  issues.  I  list  some  of  them  below, 
annotating  and  adding  my  own  ideas  to 
your  examples  and  illustrations.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  I  have  added  some  basic  information 
which  you,  M.G.,  already  know,  but  which 
is  for  the  general  information  of  Rare  Coin 
Review  readers: 

1.  A  specific  combination  of  obverse 
and  reverse  die  should  be  the  criteria  for 
listing  a  patriotic  Civil  War  token.  These 
are  described  today  in  two  separate  but  re¬ 
lated  books  by  George  and  Melvin  Fuld, 
one  on  the  "patriotic"  series  and  others  on 
"store  cards"  or  merchants'  issues.  Each 
has  a  different  numbering  system,  includ¬ 
ing  for  the  same  die  when  it  is  used  for  both 
series.  This  system  should  be  revised  so 
that  one  number  is  used  for  a  given  die. 

2.  The  use  of  the  metal  description 
"German  silver"  to  include  those  tokens 
which  were  formerly  classified  as  "nickel" 
became  effective  with  the  publication  of  the 
"mini  update"  to  the  4th  edition  Fuld  book. 
The  old  designation  "c"  for  nickel  has  been 
replaced  with  "j,"  the  next  open  letter,  for 
German  silver.  Thus,  common  abbrevia¬ 
tions  for  metals  used  for  tokens  include: 
a  =  copper  or  bronze, 
b  =  brass. 

c  =  nickel  (more  or  less  interchangeable  with 
"j"  or  German  silver).  The  present  writer  has 
transferred  all  Fuld  "c"  listings  to  "j"  listings, 
d  =  copper-nickel, 
e  =  white  metal, 
f  =  silver, 
g  =  lead. 

h  =  hard  rubber  (or  gutta  percha);  usuallv 
black,  but  sometimes  maroon  or  brown, 
i  =  zinc. 

j  =  German  silver  (includes  pieces  earlier  des¬ 
ignated  as  "c"  or  nickel), 
k  =  gold. 

m  =  tin.  Not  listed  by  Fuld  in  the  store  card 
series,  but  used  in  the  patriotic  book.  Used 
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Question  and  Answer  Forum 


universally  in  the  present  text  in  connection 
with  certain  tin-plated  pieces  in  the  Civil  War 
token  series. 

Collectors  of  federal  pattern  coins 
would  do  well  to  adopt  such  a  system  to 
designate  metals.  In  the  pattern  series,  a 
coin  listed  as  Judd-1000  or  Pollock-1000 
would  be  Pollock-lOOOa  if  struck  in  copper, 
Pollock-lOOOf  if  in  silver,  etc.  In  that  way, 
anyone  looking  at  a  pattern  number  could 
tell  instantly  its  metal,  just  as  collectors  of 
Civil  War  tokens  can  now  do. 

3.  You  and  I  are  in  full  agreement  that 
overstrikes  on  coins  were  done  simply  to 
acquire  a  planchet  for  use  on  creating  a  new 
token  for  cabinet  purposes  in  a  given  metal, 
such  as  copper-nickel,  not  to  showcase  the 
overstrike  feature.  Thus,  an  1863  Civil  War 
token  plainly  overstruck  on  an  1863  federal 
Indian  cent  with  some  of  the  Indian  cent 
features  still  shewing  is  of  endless  fascina¬ 
tion  to  me  and  others  who  enjoy  tokens,  but 
in  1863  was  strictly  a  utilitarian  procedure. 
As  evidence  of  this,  early  listings  of  tokens 
in  Woodw'ard  and  other  auction  catalogues 
do  not  mention  cent  undertypes  when  offer¬ 
ing  copper-nickel  varieties. 

4.  Minting  errors,  such  as  overstrikes, 
flip-over  double  strikes,  and  brockages, 
should  only  be  listed  as  separate  varieties 
when  the  overstruck  token  represents  a 
unique  obverse/ reverse  die  combination 
as  stated  under  No.  1  above.  The  present 
listing  for  mint  errors  under  separate  Fuld 
numbers  is  illogical,  in  my  opinion. 

5.  Tokens  with  blank  reverses  should 
only  be  listed  as  separate  varieties  when 
the  blank  reverse  constitutes  a  blank  die; 
that  is,  a  coining  die  without  a  design. 
Such  dies  often  have  dentils  or  beading 
around  the  borders  but  lack  central  designs 
or  inscriptions.  One-sided  pieces  that  sim¬ 
ply  represent  a  trial  impression  of  a  die  are 
not  separate  varieties,  but  should  be  classi¬ 
fied  as  trial  or  test  pieces.  It  has  been  my 
experience  that  most  one-sided  Civil  War 
tokens  offered  bv  other  than  reputable  nu¬ 
mismatists  are  simply  regular  tokens  with 
one  side  ground  off.  A  quick  check  is  to 
weigh  such  pieces.  A  true  piece  struck  from 
a  blank  reverse  die  will  be  of  full  weight. 

6.  Civil  War  tokens  that  were  plated 
after  striking  are,  in  my  opinion,  impaired 
or  damaged.  The  many  varieties  that  were 
plated,  usually  with  zinc,  before  striking  - 


such  as  certain  of  the  Wealth  of  the  South 
varieties -are  separate  varieties,  but 
should  be  described  properly,  such  as  "tin 
plated  brass." 

7.  A  listing  of  all  Civil  War  token  vari¬ 
eties  made  for  general  circulation  includ¬ 
ing  the  copper  varieties  and  a  few  brass 
pieces  does  sound  like  a  good  idea  and 
would  probably  play  to  a  wide,  enthusias¬ 
tic  audience.  Although  I  have  collected 
oddities,  overstrikes,  rare  metals,  and  the 
like  for  my  own  Civil  War  token  cabinet,  1 
believe  that  the  listing  of  these  among  the 
listings  of  the  pieces  made  for  commercial 
circulation  as  a  substitute  for  the  one-cent 
piece  can  be  somewhat  frightening.  In  the 
same  vein,  there  has  always  been  a  discus¬ 
sion  among  collectors  of  United  States  half 
cents  1793-1857  as  to  whether  the  Proof- 
only  rarities  (such  as  1836, 1840-1848,  and 
1852)  should  be  collected  or  whether  they 
should  be  ignored.  Quite  a  few  people 
have  stayed  away  from  collecting  half 
cents  at  all  because  these  rarities  exist  and 
they  cannot  afford  to  get  them  or,  if  they 
can  afford  to  get  them,  don't  have  the  pa¬ 
tience  to  track  them  down.  With  due  recog¬ 
nition  that  not  all  circulation  strike  Civil 
War  strikes  are  common,  the  formation  of 
such  a  list  could  probably  be  done,  for 
starters,  in  the  following  way: 

Strikings  in  copper  or  brass  that  are 
very  plentiful  could  be  sorted  out  from  the 
listing,  giving  a  basic  starting  point.  Per¬ 
haps  Rarity-6  would  be  a  good  cutoff 
point.  There  are  some  mulings  of  popu¬ 
larly  collected  series,  such  as  those  with  the 
portrait  of  Washington,  that  might  dip 
down  into  the  Raritv-6  category,  but  these 
might  be  eliminated  one  by  one. 

Once  this  is  done,  a  review  could  be 
made  of  all  other  copper  and  brass  listings 
so  as  to  determine  additional  varieties  that 
were,  indeed,  intended  as  circulation 
strikes,  but  which  simply  happen  to  be  rare. 

Once  that  is  done,  the  remaining 
pieces  could  fall  into  the  category  called 
"numismatic  strikes"  or  something  similar. 

Just  yesterday  I  was  looking  through 
an  old  W.  Elliot  Woodw’ard  catalogue,  pos¬ 
sibly  the  Levick  Collection  (1884),  but  it 
may  have  been  another  catalogue  — as  I 
was  looking  through  several -and  noted 
Woodward's  comment  to  the  effect  that  all 


by  Q.  David  Bowers 


silver  and  nickel  strikes  w’ere  made  for  nu¬ 
mismatic  purposes,  no  exceptions.  Bv  the 
w'ay,  there  is  nothing  particularlv  wrong 
with  numismatic  strikes.  In  another  cat¬ 
egory  that  of  federal  coinage,  just  about  all 
Proof  coins  from  the  early  days  down  to 
the  present  are  numismatic  strikes  made 
especially  for  collectors.  The  vast  majority 
of  pattern  coins  are  also  numismatic 
strikes.  1  have  simply  been  gathering  data 
over  a  broad  range  of  categories,  and  have 
not  quite  determined  what  to  do  w'ith  it 
yet- whether  to  issue  a  "scrapbook  of  tid¬ 
bits"  or  what.  Meanwhile,  a  lot  of  interest¬ 
ing  information  is  coming  to  light  by 
studying  the  weights,  die  states,  and  align¬ 
ments.  Keep  in  touch  and  I  will  be  happy 
to  update  you. 

•  •  • 

/^\  What  does  the  term  "cameo"  mean 
V  with  regard  to  Proof  coins?  1  see  it 
used  here  and  there,  but  I  have  not  seen  a 
definition.  — C.A. 

A  The  term  "cameo"  simply  refers  to  a 
distinctive  difference  between  the 
frosty  or  lustrous  high  parts  of  a  Proof 
coin,  particularly  the  portrait  of  Miss  Lib¬ 
erty  (or  other  subject),  in  contrast  with  the 
deep  mirror  characteristics  of  the  field. 
Among  19th  century  copper,  nickel,  silver, 
and  gold  coins,  most  pieces  can  be  called 
"cameo"  by  this  definition.  However,  in 
the  early  20th  century  certain  recesses  of 
the  die  were  polished  at  the  Mint,  and 
Proofs  of  the  year  1903,  for  example,  often 
have  the  head  of  Miss  Liberty  w'ith  a  pol¬ 
ished  or  glossy  appearance,  rather  than  a 
frosty  surface.  Further,  the  term  "cameo" 
does  not  apply  to  Matte  Proof  coins  made 
in  certain  series  circa  1908-1915. 

Most  issues  of  the  1932-1942  period 
have  polished  recesses  in  the  dies  and 
w'ould  not  be  called  cameo.  Among  Proofs 
from  1950  onward,  certain  varieties  are 
cameo  and  others  are  not. 

There  mav  be  some  confusion,  as  with 
the  certification  services,  the  term  "cameo" 
seems  to  be  used  on  certain  pieces  and  not 
others.  We  have  not  observed  an  across  the 
board  consistency.  To  manv  buyers  the 
term  "cameo"  denotes  extra  value,  but,  as 
stated,  nearly  all  19th  centurv  Proof  coins 
are  "cameo"  anvwav. 
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Bechtler  Gold  Dollar  Rarity 


1842-1852  Bechtler  gold  dollar.  Kagin-25.  Rarity-8. 
AU-58  (NGC).  27  grains . 2,750 

Rare  1849  Oregon  "Beaver"  $5 


1849  Oregon  $5  K-l.  Rarity-5.  VF-25  (PCGS).  A 
very  nice  specimen  of  this  famous  Oregon 
coin . 24,500 

The  story  of  this  issue  is  fascinating,  and  we  share  some 
of  it,  as  reflected  in  some  paragraphs  from  Dave  Bowers'  book. 
The  Treasure  Ship  "S.S.  Brother  Jonathan": 

Oregon  Exchange  Co.  Gold  Coins 

In  1848  word  of  the  discovery  of  gold  at  Sutter's  Mill  on 
the  American  River  in  California  spread  north  to  the  Oregon 
settlements.  This  was  months  before  the  news  was  widely 
circulated  in  the  East.  Seeking  quick  and  easy  fortunes,  many 
Oregonians  traveled  southward  and  were  among  the  first 
outsiders  to  arrive  at  the  bonanza  sites.  Some  met  with  a 
degree  of  success  and  came  back  home  with  unrefined  dust 
and  nuggets.  Realizing  that  gold  in  native  form  was  of  uncer¬ 
tain  value  and  could  not  be  easily  used  in  commerce,  and  that 
the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  was  only  allowing  $10  per  ounce 
for  it  in  trade,  the  Oregon  Legislature  on  February  15, 1849, 
passed  an  act  which  provided  for  the  establishment  of  a 
territorial  mint.  Had  this  come  to  pass,  this  would  have 
antedated  any  coinage  facility  in  California.  However,  the 
governor  declared  this  act  to  be  in  contravention  to  the  laws  of 
the  United  States,  and  plans  were  terminated. 

To  remedy  the  situation  a  group  of  eight  merchantsand 
citizens  banded  together  in  Oregon  City,  at  the  terminus  of  the 
Oregon  Trail,  to  establish  a  private  mint.  The  principals  were 
W.K.  Kilbourne,Theophilus  Magruder,  James  Taylor,  George 
Abemethy,  W  H  Willson,  William  H.  Rector,  J.G.  Campbell, 
and  Noyes  Smith  The  firm  was  designated  as  the  Oregon 
Exchange  Co. 

Hamilton  Cambell,  a  Methodist  missionary,  was  em¬ 
ployed  to  cut  dies  for  a  $5  gold  coin.  William  H.  Rector  may 
ha  ve  engraved  the  dies  for  a  coin  of  the  $10  denomination 
(Victor  Wallace,  machinist,  has  also  been  suggested  as  a  can¬ 
didate  [in  20th-century  numismatic  accounts  from  a  Lockley 
account  in  The  Numismatist,  reprinted  in  the  Brother  Jonathan 


book;  however,  it  seems  that  the  Cambell  account  should  take 
precedence]).  The  coins  produced  were  to  be  of  virgin  gold 
without  added  alloy,  although  certain  elements  including 
silver  were  natural  alloys  of  California  metal. 

In  due  course,  specimens  reached  the  East  Coast.  Messrs. 
Eckfeldt  and  Dubois,  keepers  of  the  Mint  Cabinet  in  Philadel¬ 
phia,  noted  (Jacob  R.  Eckfeldt  and  William  E.  Dubois,  New 
Varieties  of  Gold  and  Silver  Coins,  Counterfeit  Coins  and  Bullion: 
With  Mint  Values.  1851,  p.  7): 

"The  coin  is  not  well  struck,  but  is  pleasantly  distin¬ 
guished  by  the  picture  of  a  beaver,  a  good  emblem  of  mining 
industry  and  of  western  life." 

A  nearly  contemporary  account  of  the  coinage  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  Oregon  Statesman,  September  18, 1865,  and  may 
be  the  most  factual  known  (this  citation  having  been  furnished 
to  QDB  by  Dan  Owens): 

"OREGON  CITY,  Aug.  4, 1865. 

"Hon.  Samuel  E.  May,  Secretary  of  State  of  Oregon 

"Sir: 

"In  reply  to  yours  of  17th  ultimo,  requesting  a  history 
of  the  mint  established  in  1849, 1  give  you  a  brief  account.  U pon 
the  discovery  of  the  gold  mines  and  the  consequent  rush  of 
miners,  for  nearly  every  man  that  went  to  California  at  that 
time  became  a  miner,  and  the  great  demand  for  supplies  to 
clothe  and  feed  them,  Oregon  very  naturally  sent  a  great 
number  of  her  population  together  with  all  the  supplies  that 
she  could  spare  from  her  immediate  wants,  receiving  in  return 
a  large  amount  of  gold  dust  of  the  most  superior  quality,  taken 
from  the  Feather  and  Yuba  rivers  principally. 

"Nearly  every  man  brought  gold  dust  with  him  on  his 
return  to  Oregon,  and,  finding  that  a  great  annoyance  and 
waste  accompanied  the  payments  of  small  sums  in  dust,  was 
naturally  anxious  to  dispose  of  sufficiency  of  dust  for  coin  to 
meet  his  immediate  demands.  There  being  but  little  coin  in  the 
country  at  that  time,  caused  an  influx  from  the  nearest  points 
where  it  could  be  obtained,  viz.:  South  America  — and  as  the 
debasement  of  the  currency  of  nearly  all  the  South  American 
states  was  great  and  notorious,  so  much  so,  in  fact,  that  upon 
my  return  from  the  Atlantic  side  in  the  latter  part  of  1847, 
before  the  gold  mines  were  discovered,  they  did  not  hesitate 
to  give  me,  during  my  stay  in  Panama,  25  of  their  nominal 
quarters  of  a  dollar  in  exchange  for  a  United  States  half  eagle 
coin;  and  when  you  take  into  consideration  that  a  very  large 
amount  of  gold  dust,  the  intrinsic  value  of  which  was  between 
$18  and  $19  per  ounce,  was  being  daily  exchanged  at  the  rate 
of  $11  per  ounce,  payable  in  the  debased  South  American  coin 
at  a  rate  of  four  of  these  nominal  quarters  of  a  dollar  to  the 
dollar,  you  will  see  at  once  the  enormous  loss  Oregon  was 
suffering  — the  double  discount  on  the  gold  and  coin. 

"A  small  party  of  gentlemen  met  at  the  counting  room 
of  Campbell  &  Smith  to  take  the  foregoing  matter  into  consid¬ 
eration,  and  concluded  for  the  general  benefit  of  the  country  to 
form  a  company  for  the  purpose  of  coining  the  dust  into  a 
shape  that  would  be  of  par  value  at  any  place  where  gold  coin 
was  used.  The  names  of  the  parties  that  paid  for  the  machin¬ 
ery,  dies,  &c.,  and  that  incurred  and  lost  the  whole  expenses  of 
the  transaction  were  Kilbourne,  Magruder,  Taylor,  Rector, 
Campbell  &  Smith. 

"The  design  of  the  dies  was  drawn  by  mvself  at  the  first 
meeting  of  the  company,  and  immediately  adopted  as  being 
appropriate  The  tariff  on  goods  exchanged  by  the  Hudson 
Bay  Company  for  furs  (of  which  beaver  money  was  the  main 


item  in  Oregon),  being  much  less  than  for  coin,  beaver  orders 
on  the  Hudson  Bay  Co.  were  considered  the  best  money  in  the 
country. 

"  As  soon  as  we  commenced  making  the  coin,  gold  dust 
rose  to  $1 6  per  ounce,  at  which  rate  we  exchanged  our  coin  for 
dust,  when  so  requested. 

"After  having  issued  some  $10,000,  and  broken  both  of 
our  crucibles  (we  had  with  much  trouble  onlv  been  able  to 
procure  two),  and  having  effected  our  object,  viz.:—  Raised 
the  price  of  gold  dust  and  stopped  the  influx  of  South  Ameri¬ 
can  currency,  and  every  piece  that  we  coined  being  at  the 
expense  of  the  company,  we  concluded  to  cease  operations 
and  did  so. 

"I  send  you  an  assay  made  for  us  at  the  U.S.  Mint  at 
Philadelphia  in  1850;  the  first  mentioned  on  the  memorandum 
was  the  clippings  of  the  last  coining,  and  the  contents  of  our 
last  crucible,  when  it  broke,  together  with  some  very  fine  Yuba 
dust;  the  second  is  our  Oregon  beaver  coin,  and  I  assure  you 
that  every  coin  in  this  assay  was  so  abraded,  that  the  design 
was  almost  indistinguishable,  from  the  wear  bv  contact  with 
alloyed  and,  of  course,  harder  coin. 

"I  also  send  you  the  dies,  which,  if  you  see  proper,  I 
would  like  to  have  deposited  with  the  $10  piece  you  allude  to. 
They  were  made  by  W.H.  Rector  and  Hamilton  Cambell  in 
Oregon. 

"If  you  do  not  see  proper  to  so  dispose  of  the  dies, 
please  return  them  to  me  by  a  safe  hand. 

"I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

"Yours,  respectfully, 

"J.G.  CAMPBELL 

"The  designs  on  the  coins,  eagles  and  half  eagles  were 
as  follows: 

"On  the  eagles,  (Oregon  Exchange  Company,)  on  the 
margin,  and  (10  D  20  G  Native  Gold  Ten  D,)  across  the  face, 
and  on  the  reverse  side,  the  letters  (K.M.T.  R.C.S.  (initial  letters 
of  the  bankers)  and  O.  T.  (for  the  Territory)  1849)  on  the 
margin,  and  the  figure  of  a  beaver  in  the  center;  on  the  half 
eagle,  the  same  as  on  the  first  side  of  the  eagle,  with  the 
exception  of  5  D  instead  of  10  D,  and  also  130G  instead  of  20G; 
and  on  the  reverse  side,  the  same  as  the  reverse  side  of  the 
eagle,  except  that  the  letter  (A)  appears  among  the  initial 
letters  on  the  margin,  which  is  supposed  to  represent  Gov 
Abemethy. 

Editor,  Statesman." 

The  $5  gold  dies  bore  on  the  obverse  the  initials 
K.M.T.A.W.R.G.S.,  representing  the  names  of  the  company 
members.  The  G  was  an  error  and  should  have  been  C  for 
Campbell.  The  obverse  of  the  $5  piece  pictured  a  beaver  on  a 
log,  facing  to  the  right,  the  same  animal  which,  being  a 
trademark  of  the  Territory,  was  earlier  used  on  the  Northwest 
Co.  tokens  dated  1820.  Below  was  the  designation  T.  O.  for 
Territory  of  Oregon,  and  below  that,  the  year  1849,  with 
branches  to  the  sides.  On  the  reverse  appeared  the  notation 
OREGON  EXCHANGE  COMPANY,  HOC  NATIVE GOl  D5 
D.  The  pieces  contained  130  grains  of  gold,  or  nearly  5_ 
pennyweight. 

The  $10  coins  were  a  variation  of  the  same  general 
motif  and  seem  to  be  of  the  same  general  workmanship,  but 
may  have  been  cut  bv  a  different  person  as  related  abov  e  It  so 
the  same  tools  were  probabh  used 

Coinage  amounted  to  approximately  fs.CKXl  of  the  xv 
pieces  and  2,850  $10  coins  These  were  accepted  at  face  value 


April  May  20CX)/KiJrr  Com  Review  *1 VI 


Miscellaneous  Items  for  Sale 


Jk 


in  trade  throughout  the  Oregon  Territory,  which  at  that  time 
included  the  present  states  of  Oregon  and  Washington  and  all 
land  toward  the  east  reaching  to  the  Rocky  Mountains.  At  the 
time  Oregon  City  had  approximately  1,000  white  citizens, 
while  the  entire  territory  comprised  about  9,000  immigrant 
inhabitants.  Many  of  the  Oregon  gold  coins  were  sent  to 
California  in  payment  for  merchandise,  San  Francisco  having 
established  itself  by  1849  as  the  leading  commercial  center  of 
the  West  Coast. 

Humbert  Lettered-Edge  $50  Gold 
A  Gold  Rush  Classic  Rarity! 


1851  Augustus  Humbert.  Octagonal  $50  gold.  880 
THOUS.  Lettered  edge.  MS-61  (NGC).  Bright 
yellow  gold.  A  very  early  $50  "slug"  with  hand- 
impressed  lettered  edge  and  denomination,  made 
in  February  or  March  1851.  Several  times  rarer 
than  the  later  reeded  edge  $50  pieces,  the  Lettered 
Edge  is  a  Gold  Rush  classic.  This  coin  combines 
high  grade  with  excellent  eye  appeal .  34,500 

Historical  notes:  In  September  1850  Congress  autho¬ 
rized  the  secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  contract  with  a  well- 
established  assaying  business  in  California  to  affix  the  stamp 
of  the  United  States  to  bars  and  ingots,  to  assay  gold,  and 
assign  value  to  it.  Moffat  &  Company,  the  most  respected  of 
the  San  Francisco  coiners,  received  the  commission.  Ap¬ 
pointed  to  the  position  of  United  States  assayer  was  Augustus 
Humbert,  a  New  York  City  maker  of  watch  cases.  In  prepara¬ 
tion  for  the  new  franchise,  in  late  1850,  Moffat  &  Co.  curtailed 
most  of  their  private  business  and  prepared  to  issue  coins 
under  the  government  contract.  New  premises  were  secured 
on  Montgomery  Street  between  Clay  and  Commercial  streets. 
The  Daily  Aha  California  published  this  advertisement  on 
January  29, 1851: 

"UNITED  STATES  ASSAY  OFFICE.  We  give  notice 
that  on  or  about  the  first  of  February  ensuing  we  will  be 
prepared  to  receive  gold  dust  for  smelting  and  assaying,  and 
forming  the  same  into  ingots  and  bars,  in  accordance  with  our 
recent  contract  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  authorized 
by  act  of  Congress  approved  September  30, 1850,  under  the 
supervision  of  the  United  States  Assayer,  August  Humbert, 
Esq.,  who  will  cause  the  United  States  stamp  to  be  affixed  to 
the  same.  MOFFAT  &  CO." 

On  January  30  or  31, 1851,  Augustus  Humbert  arrived 
in  San  Francisco.  At  the  same  time  the  first  octagonal  $50  gold 
piece  bearing  his  stamp  was  shown  to  the  press,  probably  in 
the  form  of  a  trial  piece  brought  from  New  York.  The  Pacific 
Ncu 's  February  1, 1851  noted  that  "the  dies  for  this  purpose  — 
the  striking  of  the  $50  pieces  — have  been  procured,  and  the 
first  coin  produced  by  them  was  shown  us  yesterday."  It  is 
unlikely  that  gold  $50  pieces  were  struck  in  San  Francisco  by 
Humbert  from  California  metal  at  this  early  date. 

On  February  14, 1851  San  Francisco  Prices  Current  con¬ 
tained  an  article  relating  to  the  $50  slugs,  indicating  their 
regular  production  was  about  to  begin  "The  above  cut  repre- 
sents  the  obverse  of  the  United  States  ingot,  or,  rather,  coin,  of 
the  value  of  $50,  about  to  be  issued  at  the  Government  Assay 


Office.  It  is  precisely  of  this  size  and  shape. . . .  The  reverse  side 
bears  an  impression  of  rayed  work  without  any  inscription 
Upon  the  edges  following:  'Augustus  Flumbert  United  States 
Assayer  -California  Gold  1851.'.  ..  The  fifty -dollar  pieces  will 
be  of  uniform  value,  and  will  be  manufactured  in  the  same 
manner  as  coins....  By  order  of  the  secretary  of  the  Treasure' 
these  ingots  and  coin  are  to  be  received  for  duties  and  other 
dues  to  the  United  States  government,  and  our  bankers,  we  are 
advised,  will  receive  them  at  their  stamped  value.  This  will 
produce  an  important  change  in  the  monetary  affairs  here, 
gold  dust  will  immediately  go  up,  and  as  a  necessary  conse¬ 
quence  foreign  and  domestic  [Eastern]  exchange  will  be  at  a 
premium  5  to  IX...." 

The  Daily  Alta  California  commented  on  the  new  $50 
pieces  on  February  21,  1851:  "The  new  50-doIlar  gold 
piece... was  issued  by  Moffat  &  Co.  yesterday.  About  three 
hundred  of  these  pieces  have  already  been  struck  off....  The 
coin  is  peculiar,  containing  only  one  face,  and  the  eagle  in  the 
center,  around  which  are  the  words  'UNITED  STATES  OF 
AMERICA.'  Just  over  the  eagle  is  stamped  "887  THOUS." 
signifying  the  fineness  of  the  gold.  At  the  bottom  is  stamped 
'50  DOLLS.'  The  other  face  is  ornamented  with  a  kind  of  work 
technically  called  engine-turning,  being  a  number  of  radii 
extending  from  the  common  center,  in  which  is  stamped,  in 
small  figures,  '50.'  Around  the  edge  is  stamped  the  name  of  the 
United  States  Assayer...." 

Edgar  H.  Adams  noted  that  it  was  supposed  that  the 
variety  with  the  letters  "D  C"  on  the  obverse  and  "50"  on  the 
reverse  was  the  first  issue.  The  account  in  the  Daily  Alta 
California  would  seem  to  indicate  another  variety.  Comment¬ 
ing  on  this,  Adams  wrote:  "So  far  as  is  known,  the  variety  with 
the  '50'  in  the  center  of  the  reverse  has  always  been  accompa¬ 
nied  by  an  obverse  showing  the  letters  'D  C,'  [for  "Dollars" 
and  "Cents,"  value  to  be  filled  in]  which  is  still  believed  to  be 
the  first  variety  issued.  But  according  to  the  Alta  California  the 
$50  ingots  described  by  it  were  stamped  '50  DOLLS,'  which 
style  of  obverse,  so  far  as  we  know,  always  accompanies  the 
reverse  with  the  '50'  omitted.  If  our  recollection  is  correct,  the 
cut  in  the  Prices  Current  [a  reference  to  the  previously  quoted 
article],  showed  the  'D  C'  variety.  Therefore,  as  this  appeared 
on  February  14,  and  the  Alta  California  account  on  February  21, 
it  may  be  that  both  varieties  of  obverse  were  struck  within  this 
period,  and  that  there  was  such  a  variety  as  mentioned  in  the 
latter  account.  However,  there  is  also  a  chance  for  a  mistake  on 
the  part  of  the  newspaper  writer,  especially  if  both  varieties  of 
$50  ingots  had  been  made  at  that  time.  Such  a  trifling  die 
difference  would  not  be  apparent  to  him." 

The  later  varieties  with  the  denomination  marked 
"FIFTY  DOLLS"  had  the  value  as  part  of  the  die  and,  presum¬ 
ably,  replaced  the  very  early  issues  (such  as  the  coin  offered  in 
this  listing)  which  had  the  value  and  fineness  individually 
hand  punched.  From  the  preceding,  it  seems  reasonable  to 
conclude  that  the  coin  here  offered  was  part  of  the  group 
released  on  February  20, 1851,  and  that  later  pieces  were  all  of 
the  "DOLLS"  type.  In  the  first  quarter  of  1851  the  Moffat- 
Humbert  coiners  produced  $530,000  worth  of  pieces.  This  is 
equal  to  10,600  $50  pieces.  It  further  seems  reasonable  to 
assume  that  only  a  few  of  the  style  with  the  "50"  value,  "880" 
or  "887"  fineness,  and  eight  edge  segments  hand  stamped 
were  made,  and  that  late  February'  and  all  March  pieces  were 
of  the  type  with  the  value  and  fineness  in  the  die  and  with 
reeded  edge. 

To  emphasize  the  character  of  the  $50  pieces  with  the 
hand-stamped  features,  we  mention  that  these  processes  were 
needed  to  create  them: 

1 .  The  obverse  and  reverse  motifs  were  stamped  from 
a  pair  of  dies. 

2-4.  The  fineness  was  hand-stamped  on  the  obverse 
with  three  separate  numeral  punches 

5.  The  value  (50)  was  hand-stamped  on  the  obverse, 
possibly  from  a  single  punch  (but  this  is  not  verified) 

6-13.  In  eight  separate  operations  each  of  theeight  edge 

faces  was  stamped  with  a  logotype  punch 

Thus,  it  took  13  steps  to  create  one  of  the  early  $50 
pieces.  Later  coins  with  the  fineness  and  value  in  the  die  and 
with  reeded  edge  were  struck  in  a  single  operation 


While  the  federal  standard  for  gold  coinage  vs  as  ‘HK)/ 
1000  fine,  in  San  Francisco  in  1851  this  was  difficult  to  attain 
with  the  refining  processes  then  in  use,  and  the  Humbert 
coinage  was  of  two  finenesses,  880  and  887,  the  latter  coins 
being  slightly  lighter  in  overall  weight  due  to  the  smaller 
proportion  of  alloy.  By  1852,  coins  of  9(H)  fineness  were  being 
made,  but  other  finenesses  (884  and  887)  were  employed  as 
well.  The  remaining  alloy  was  native  silver  (whereas  under 
the  government  standard,  copper  was  used) 

Although  the  Humbert  $50  pieces  were  clearly  pro¬ 
duced  under  government  auspices,  and  although  they  were 
receivable  for  U.S.  customs  payment  in  San  Francisco,  in 
Philadelphia  on  April  23, 1851,  Mint  Director  George  N  Fit  kert 
perversely  (it  would  seem)  stated  that  while  Augustus  Humbert 
was  the  United  States  Assayer  in  California,  his  stamping  of 
bars  for  owners  of  bullion  did  not  make  them  legal  tender 

Patterns 


Notable  1875  Pattern  20C 
P-1546  in  Silver 


1875  pattern  twenty-cent  piece.  Pollock-1546,  Judd- 
1403.  Rarity-6.  Liberty  by  the  Seashore.  Proof-63 

(PCGS).  Silver.  Plain  edge.  Mottled  obverse  with 
steel  blue,  amber,  and  light  green.  The  reverse  is 
mostly  light  gold  and  blue.  A  number  of  light 
hairlines  and  other  abrasions  are  present,  mostly 
on  the  obverse.  As  a  class,  pattern  20c  pieces  are 
quite  scarce . 5,095 


1880  Metric  Pattern  $1 
P-1848  in  Silver 


1880  pattern  dollar.  P-1848,  J -1 648.  Raritv-6+.  8/7. 
Metric  reverse.  Proof-63  (PCGS)  Silver  Reeded 
edge.  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  toning.  The  ob¬ 
verse  is  deeply  mirrorlike.  The  reverse,  upon  close 
examination,  shows  some  planchet  preparation 
lines  at  the  center,  as  made.  Reverse  surfaces  are 
brilliant,  with  a  delicate  hint  of  gold . 6,350 

Counterstamped  Coins 

1807/ 6  Large  cent.  Sheldon-273.  Counterstamped  on 
the  obverse.  Crossed  arrows,  with  crown  above 
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all  in  oval  punch.  F-15 . 295 

California  Cent  Counterstamp 

1810/9  Large  cent.  S-281.  Brunk-Unlisted. 
Counterstamped  N.  Talbot  &  Co. /Shaw's  Flat 
on  the  obverse.  Date  of  counterstamping  not 
known.  VF-20 .  1,495 

Tokens,  Medals,  Etc. 

1833  Low-72.  Rarity-6.  Francis  Brigham.  AU-50. 

Cheapside,  New  Bedford,  Massachusetts,  token. 
A  lovely  specimen  of  this  issue,  perennially  a  fa¬ 
vorite  rarity,  depicting  as  it  does  a  long  row  of 

storefronts  in  this  whaling  port . 1,095 

1833  L-73.  Francis  Brigham.  Cheapside,  New  Bedford 
Token.  YT-30.  From  the  Garrett  sale.  Lot  1155.325 
1835  L-176.  HT-434.  Gustin  &  Blake.  Chelsea,  Ver¬ 
mont.  G-VG  Copper.  Plain  edge.  Retouched  re¬ 
verse  die.  Soft  brown  surfaces . 590 

1789  Washington  cent.  Baker-14,  Kenny-7.  Robinson 
copy.  MS-63  BN . 379 

Washington  /  Confederate  Cent  Muling 


Undated  (c.1792).  Washington  Head  Confederate 
cent  muling.  The  only  one  struck,  this  is  an  "old 
friend"  and  was  featured  in  one  of  our  catalogues 
decades  ago!  Recently,  we  bought  it  back.  Now, 
you  can  buy  it  from  us  for .  24,000 

1792  Dickeson  Cent 

1792  Dickeson  "cent."  MS-64  RB.  A  splendid  speci¬ 
men  of  this  "1792  trial  piece,"  actually  made 
circa  the  1860s  from  an  embossed  revenue  stamp 
die.  Dr.  Montroville  W.  Dickeson  was  the  pro¬ 
genitor.  An  attractive  and  perennially  interesting 
issue . 1,795 

"Grand  Series  of  National  Medals" 
Events  in  British  History 
Silver  Proofs  in  Book-Style  Case 

1820  "Grand  Series  of  National  Medals"  published 
by  James  Mudie,  himself  an  engraver.  This  lovely 
set  of  large  silver  medals,  arranged  in  two  large 
velvet  drawers  within  an  ornate  red  case,  and  ac¬ 
companied  by  the  original  book-style  catalogue 
listing  the  subscribers,  is  one  of  the  most  beauti¬ 
ful  medallic  sets  we  have  ever  offered.  Original 
subscribers  to  the  set  started  with  His  Majesty 
King  George  IV  and  included  many  other  lumi¬ 
naries  (see  notes).  The  set  showcased  the  works  of 
various  engravers,  who  cut  dies  for  subjects  sug¬ 
gested  by  Mudie,  the  engravers  including  Brenet, 
Dubois,  Mills,  Webb,  and  William  Wyon,  among 
others  Fach  medal  is  carefully  done,  from  dies 


writh  excellent  detail  (each  is  a  treat  to  study  un¬ 
der  magnification,  which  we  spent  a  pleasant 
hour  doing).  Proofs,  mirror  finish,  some  light  han¬ 
dling  marks.  Attractive  light  toning.  A  splendid 
set  that  would  make  a  fantastic  display  in  an  of¬ 
fice  or  cabinet  of  curiosities  —  the  latter  being  how 
such  sets  were  displayed  in  country  houses, 
castles,  or  even  John  Allan's  (see  below) 
townhouse  in  New  York  City.  Includes  40  medals, 
41.1  mm.  each,  two  drawers,  fitted  case  with  gold 
embossing  on  cover,  and  original  accompanying 
bound  catalogue  or  book . 19,500 

Only  three  Americans  were  subscribers  to  this  set  in 
1820:  "Allan,  John,  Esq.  United  States,"  "Mr.  Paine  (New 
York),"  and  "Thomas  Lyman,  Esq.  (United  States)." 

Other  subscribers  included  His  Majesty  George  IV,  His 
Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  York,  His  Royal  Highness  the 
Duke  of  Sussex,  and  a  list  of  other  royal  and  state  personages. 
It  seemed  that  no  British  palace  or  country  estate  would  have 
been  complete  without  a  set!  Other  patrons,  obscure  and  well 
known,  included  these  selected  listings:  "Miss  Scott,  Rose 
Cottage,  Cobham,"  Lieutenant  General  Duncan  Campbell 
(who  ordered  three  full  sets);  the  partnership  of  Zanetti  and 
Agnew,  Manchester,  who  ordered  six  sets;  Messrs.  Marsh  & 
Co.,  Bankers;  Messrs.  Thomason  and  Jones,  of  Birmingham, 
two  sets,  Thomason  being  a  well-known  engraver  of  the 
period;  William  Wyon,  distinguished  engraver  at  the  Royal 
Mint,  London.  Quantity  purchasers  included  Messrs.  Solomon 
and  Lewis,  location  not  given,  50  sets;  Mr.  M.  Young,  location 
not  given,  55  sets;  and  Mr.  Whiteaves  of  Fleet  Street,  London, 
who  signed  up  for  an  amazing  93  sets.  Remarkable  for  their 
absence  are  collectors  and  engravers  from  France,  perhaps  due 
to  the  political  difficulties  between  England  and  France  in 
recent  times.  However,  Mrs.  Brown,  otherwise  unidentified,  is 
listed  from  Paris,  as  is  LeBaron  Denon,  described  as  "late 
director  of  the  Louvre." 

Circa  1931-32  Trio  of  bronze  Washington  medals. 
Average  MS-63.  Antique  finish.  Each  in  a  round 
oxblood  leatherette  box.  Probably  as  issued. ..  95 


Stanley  Cup  Hockey  Award 


1938  Stanley  Cup  Award  medal  in  gold.  EF. 

Awarded  to  Carl  Voss  of  the  Chicago  Black 
Hawks.  A  prime  sports  item,  a  find  for  the  histo¬ 
rian  and  specialist . 2,895 

Empire  Coin  Company  token.  Circa  1960,  our  prede¬ 
cessor  firm,  Empire  Coin  Company,  Inc.,  commis¬ 
sioned  Alphonse  Kolb,  well-known  Rochester,  NY, 
die-sinker,  to  create  these  tokens  for  us.  The  approxi¬ 
mate  size  of  a  United  States  large  cent  of  the  1793- 
1857  years,  and  struck  in  copper,  each  token  depicts 
on  the  obverse  the  famous  IMMUNIS  COLUMBIA 
motif  taken  from  the  1786-1787  copper  coinage, 
"Columbia"  being  a  representation  of  "America." 
The  reverse  depicts  an  eagle  perched  on  a  palm 
branch  and  is  derived  from  the  design  used  on  the 
rare  1795  U.S.  $5  gold  coin.  Examples  are  with 
"antiqued"  finish  as  made.  Dave  Bowers  discovered 
a  little  box  full  of  these.  Each  $9.95,  25  for .  149 


Hawaiian  Coins 


Choice  1883  Hawaii  10c 

1883  Hawaiian  10c.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant;  rare  so 
nice.  This  and  other  circulation  strike  Hawaiian 
silver  coins  of  1883  were  struck  at  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Mint,  but  no  one  thought  to  add  qn  S  mint- 
mark . 1,695 


Miscellany 


Impressive  "Wheel  of  Fortune" 

Casino  Device 

Evans  Gaming  Wheel.  Large  vertical  "wheel  of  for¬ 
tune"  made  by  Evans,  of  Chicago,  early  in  the 
20th  century— just  the  sort  of  device  that  would 
have  been  used  in  a  casino  in  Reno,  or  high  in  the 
Rocky  Mountains.  The  wheel,  about  six  feet  in 
diameter,  is  on  its  own  stand  and  is  displayed  in 
a  vertical  position.  The  wheel  is  ornamented  with 
numbers  (resembling  dice  faces)  and  mirrored 
panels  and  is  a  very  impressive  ensemble.  We 
came  across  this  in  an  antique  shop  in  Massachu¬ 
setts  (where  it  still  is),  wrote  a  check  for  it  on  the 
spot,  and  now  offer  it  for  sale.  In  many  years  of 
being  interested  in  antique  gambling  devices, 
we've  encountered  only  one  other  for  sale.  Basi¬ 
cally  "original"  condition,  not  repainted,  altered, 
or  anything  else.  Needs  a  few  touches,  but  is  es¬ 
sentially  pristine.  Ask  for  a  photo!  Offered  f.o.b. 
Massachusetts . 3,450 

1942  "Experimental  cent"  related  pieces:  In  1942  the 
United  States  Mint  began  searching  for  a  suit¬ 
able  replacement  for  the  copper  cent.  Being  a 
strategic  war  material,  copper  was  in  high  de¬ 
mand.  Replacement  material  required  various 
properties  to  simulate  copper  as  closely  as  pos¬ 
sible.  Private  companies  were  contacted  to  ex¬ 
plore  materials  as  diverse  as  plastic  and  glass. 
Special  dies  were  prepared  for  use  in  the  testing 
process.  The  firms  involved  provided  sample 
planchets  which  were  struck  with  these  dies. 
We  were  fortunate  to  acquire  a  small  quantity 
of  plastic  "Planchets"  or  disks  which  were  left 
over  from  one  of  the  private  companies  in¬ 
volved.  We  have  two  different  types  of  mate¬ 
rial:  general-purpose  phenolic  resin  is  very  dark 
brown,  weighs  10.30  grains  and  has  six  concen¬ 
tric  circles  raised  on  each  side.  (40  pieces)  The 
Urea-formaldehyde  plastic  is  olive  and  weighs 
10.76  grains.  These  also  have  six  raised  circles 
on  each  side.  (10  pieces)  Order  either  type,  each 
for . 59 


Currency 

Pels  "rebus  puzzle"  note  as  featured  in  Rare  Coin  Re 
view  No.  125,  this  being  the  one  we  purchased 
Crisp  Uncirculated . 37c 
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Private  Wurlitzer  Theatre  Organ  Concert 


If  you  don't  have  this  recording,  perhaps 
you  should  get  one  (See  page  70)  -  here  is  what 
Theatre  Organ  magazine,  published  by  the 
American  Theatre  Organ  Society,  had  to  say  - 
in  its  entirety.  A  bit  technical  -  but  as  numis¬ 
matists  have  a  technical  turn  of  mind,  it 
should  be  able  to  be  followed: 

This  fascinating  two-CD  set  is  sub¬ 
titled  "An  Evening  at  the  Home  of  Cecil 
B.  DeMille"  and'pictured  on  the  album's 
cover  is  DeMille's  unique  Wurlitzer  or¬ 
gan.  Although  the  12-page  booklet  ac¬ 
companying  this  set  gives  a  great  deal  of 
information  about  the  organ,  its  rolls  and 
player  unit,  and  how  these  recordings 
were  made,  we'll  add  some  interesting 
additional  information  to  fill  out  that 
background  material.  Cecil  Blount 
DeMille  (1881-1959)  made  his  Broadway 
acting  debut  in  1900.  In  1913  he  joined 
vaudeville  musician  Jesse  Lasky  and 
glove  maker  Samuel  Goldwyn  to  form  a 
motion  picture  company  which  soon  be¬ 
came  Paramount  Pictures. 

Owning  the  rights  to  a  popular  novel, 
they  traveled  to  California,  found  a  barn 
on  a  Hollywood  farm  (now  the  corner  of 
Selma  and  Vine)  for  their  studio  and 
filmed  theif  first  feature,  a  six-reeler,  The 
Squaw  Man.  Thus  it  can  be  claimed  that 
DeMille  founded  the  Hollywood  film  in¬ 
dustry!  DeMille's  startling  ability  to  art¬ 
fully  combine  sin  and  salvation  in  his  films 
made  them  sure-fire  box  office  successes 
and  throughout  his  lengthy  career  (lasting 
until  the  early  50s)  DeMille  produced  and 
directed  70  epic  films  including  the  silent 
classic  King  of  Kings  which  premiered  at 
the  1927  grand  opening  of  Grauman's  Chi¬ 
nese  Theatre. 

In  the  early  20s,  DeMille  bought  the 
Paradise  Ranch  in  Little  Tujunga  Canyon 
(it's  now  Lakeview  Terrace  overlooking  the 


210  Fwy  and  Hansen  Dam)  in  the  north¬ 
east  corner  of  the  San  Fernando  Valley.  For 
his  home  musical  entertainment  (like  so 
many  successful  men  of  his  time)  DeMille 
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purchased  a  Wurlitzer 
pipe  organ.  Opus 
0716,  which  the 
Walton  Wurlitzer 
List  describes  as  a 
"Special,"  was  in¬ 
stalled  in  1923  and 
a  roll  player  was 
added  in  1925. 

The  organ  had  a  typical  two  manual  con¬ 
sole,  seven  ranks  of  pipes,  traps,  and  per¬ 
cussions.  In  1959  the  organ  (minus  its  traps 
and  some  percussions)  was  reinstalled  in 
San  Fernando's  First  Presbyterian  Church 
where  it  remained  until  1968  when  organ 
builders  Les  and  Olive  Pepiot  bought  it 
(except  for  the  console  which  went  to  a 
member  of  the  church)  to  install  in  their 
Van  Nuys  home. 


The  organ's  seven  ranks  (on  8"  of 
wind)  were  Vox,  Concert  Flute,  Salicional, 
Viola  d'Amour,  Open  Diapason,  Oboe 
Horn,  and  Viol  d'Amour  Celeste.  In  the 
late  80s,  the  Pepiots,  rather  than  install  it, 
decided  to  donate  the  instrument  to 
ATOS.  The  three  string  ranks  were 
deemed  unsuitable  for  the  planned  instal¬ 
lation  in  the  large  room  of  the  Towe  Mu¬ 
seum  in  Sacramento,  California,  and  are 
now  in  John  Ledwon's  residence  4/52 
Wurlitzer  (Journal,  Julv  1999).  The  balance 
of  the  organ  (four  ranks,  chestwork,  and 
other  parts)  became  the  nucleus  of  the 
now  3/16  ATOS-owned  Wurlitzer  in  the 
Towe  Museum,  premiered  during  the 
1992  Sierra  Regional  Convention. 

Although  it's  not  the  actual  DeMille 
organ  heard  on  these  recordings,  many  of 
the  rolls  came  from  the  DeMille  roll  library7, 

which  is  now  part  of 
The  Nethercutt  Col¬ 
lection  in  San  Sylmar, 
just  a  mile  or  so  from 
the  former  DeMille 
Paradise  Ranch.  The 
organ  heard  on  this  al¬ 
bum  is  a  somewhat 
smaller  instrument  for 
it's  a  Wurlitzer  Style  135 
Hope-Jones  Unit  Orches¬ 
tra  (possibly  Opus  0266, 
built  in  1919).  Style  135's 
had  a  two  manual  piano 
console  with  four  ranks  of 
pipes,  four  tuned  percussions,  and  17 
traps.  This  particular  organ,  now  in  the 
music  room  of  David  Bowers'  residence  in 
New  Hampshire,  has  been  completely  re¬ 
stored  by  Tim  Westman  and,  to  its  original 
Trumpet,  Salicional,  Flute  and  Vox,  has  an 
added  Clarinet  and  labial  (reedless)  Saxo¬ 
phone  for  a  total  of  6  ranks,  percussions, 
traps,  piano  and  roll  player. 
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Private  Wurlitzer  Theatre  Organ  Concert 


This  153-minute  (over  2Vz  hours)  two- 
CD  set  features  all  light  "pop"  selections 
on  the  first  disc  — 35  in  all.  The  second  disc 
contains  nine  full-length  concert  transcrip¬ 
tions.  Not  all  the  tunes  are  reproduced 
from  original  Wurlitzer  rolls.  There  are 
some  Wurlitzer  rolls  made  in  the  North 
Tonawanda  factory  and  some  designed  to 
be  played  on  the  Wurlitzer  Mandolin 
PianOrchestra  as  well  as  rolls  made  by 
Link  Piano  &  Organ  in  Binghamton,  New 
York,  Weber  Maestro,  and  Bruder.  The  mu¬ 
sic,  with  only  two  or  three  exceptions, 
comes  straight  out  of  the  20s  and  this  set 
truly  is  a  nostalgic  musical  visit  to  the  past. 

Since  recordings  of  organs  being 
played  by  rolls  are  rare,  only  two  albums 
have  been  reviewed  in  the  journal.  We'll 
quote  from  Stu  Green's  review  of  one 
(Bomharde,  Winter  1965).  "All  are  played 
from  hand  punched  rolls  at  a  usually 
lickety-split  tempo  which  gives  them  a 
merry-go-round  hurdy-gurdy  aspect... to 
ears  who  don't  know  the  furious  tempo  of 
the  20s  first  hand  this  collection  is  bound  to 
sound  peculiar.. .blame  it  on  the  tempo  of 
the  20s."  To  which  we  must  add  that  the 
rolls  heard  on  this  album  were  designed 
for  piano  console  organs  and  orchestrions, 
with  the  piano  almost  dominating  many  of 
the  tracks. 

Disc  one  is  labeled  "A  Collection  of 
Fox  Trots,  Rags,  Blues,  Marches  and 
Waltzes."  What  a  varied  collection  it  is! 
Opening  with  the  rousing  "Entrance  of  the 
Gladiators"  we  next  hear  Victor  Herbert's 
"Ah!  Sweet  Mystery  of  Life"  and  then  it's 
on  to  such  gems  as  "Honey  Boy"  "Blue 
Goose  Rag,"  and  "Felix  the  Cat."  About 
half  the  tunes  will  be  familiar-these  include 
"Japanese  Sandman,"  "The  Stein  Song," 
"Dance  of  the  Blue  Danube"  (shades  of 
Jesse  Crawford),  "Bye  Bye  Blues,"  and 
"Louise."  Two  surprises  on  this  disc  are 
"I'm  in  Love  Again"  (written  by  Cole  Por¬ 
ter  for  1924's  Greenwich  Village  Follies)  and 
the  first  piece  Bronislau  Kaper  wrote  for 
Hollywood,  the  title  song  from  the  1936 
film  San  Francisco.  "Piccolo  Pete,"  "Sax-O- 
Doodle,"  "Tea  for  Two,"  and  a  Stephen 
Foster  jumble  called  "Swanee  Smiles"  are 
among  the  other  tunes  leading  up  to  a 
snappy  "Fox  Trail  March"  which  ends  the 
first  disc. 


In  many  ways,  the  second  disc  con¬ 
tains  the  "meat  and  potatoes"  of  the  kind 
of  musical  home  entertainment  DeMille 
heard.  Five  of  this  disc's  nine  tracks  were 
recorded  from  DeMille's  own  collection  of 
organ  rolls.  However,  the  opening  item  is 
not.  Surprise!  It's  a  10x/2  minute  medley  of 
eight  tunes  from  the  1964  Academy  Award 
winning  score  for  Walt  Disney's  Mary 
Poppins.  The  first  actual  DeMille  roll  is  a 
magnificent  version  of  Jean  Sibelius'  1899 
symphonic  tone  poem  "Finlandia."  The 
other  DeMille  rolls  are  a  four-minute  pleas¬ 
ant  novelty  waltz,  titled  "Birds  Chirping," 
a  10-minute  Sousa  March  medley;  a  6V2 
minute  arrangement  of  Berlin  Life  Waltzes, 
and  seven  minutes  of  selections  from  an 
operetta,  the  Prince  ofPilsen. 

Two  rolls  made  for  a  Weber  Maestro 
orchestrion  are  the  always  exciting  com¬ 
plete  "William  Tell  Overture"  and  a  near  9- 
minute  group  of  tunes  with  varying 
rhythms  and  tempos  titled  simply  "Pot¬ 
pourri  1930."  The  set  concludes  with  a  gen¬ 
erous  selection  of  music  from  the  Gypsy 
Princess.  Yes,  this  set  is  almost  exclusively 
music  you  might  have  heard  if  you  had 
visited  DeMille  at  his  Paradise  Ranch  in 
the  1920s.  In  addition,  we  find  it  interesting 
that  in  researching  the  Style  135  organ 
heard  on  this  recording  we  found  that 
most  of  the  203  Style  135s  Wurlitzer  built 
between  1918  and  1925  were  installed  in 
theatres  located  in  both  large  and  small  cit¬ 
ies  all  across  the  country!  In  addition  some 
other  Wurlitzer  models,  and  those  of  many 
other  organ  builders,  were  quite  similar  to 
the  Style  135s.  So  it's  very  possible  some  of 
our  parents  and  grandparents  heard  this 
music  either  played  live  or  by  rolls  at  their 
local  Bijou! 

A  big  "thanks"  for  much  of  the  his¬ 
torical  and  technical  information  in  this 
review  go  to  Tom  DeLay,  John  Ledwon, 
David  Moreno,  Olive  Pepiot,  Bill 
Schlotter  and,  of  course,  Judd  Walton's 
Wurlitzer  List.  This  153-minute,  two  CD 
set  is  $24.95  plus  $3.50  shipping  and  han¬ 
dling  from  Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries,  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  1224,  Wolfeboro, 
NH  03894.  They  can  accept  the  usual 
charge  cards  by  phone  at  800-222-5993,  or 
fax  at  (603)  569-5319,  or  email  to 
dirsales@bowersandmerena.com 


Editor's  Note 

(Theater  Organ  Magazine) 

I  try  to  stay  out  of  the  recording  re¬ 
views  unless  asked.  However,  this  CD  rep¬ 
resents  an  amazing  period  of  the  theatre 
organ's  history.  Ralph  correctly  notes  the 
203  piano  console  style  135  Wurlitzer  or¬ 
gans.  However,  this  does  not  (no  fault  of 
Ralph's)  take  into  account  the  30  style  1,  3 
style  2,  38  style  105,  49  style  108,  5  style 
109,  8  style  110, 1  style  125,  85  style  160,  or 
1  style  A,  9  style  L,  26  style  V  Wurlitzer  pi¬ 
ano  console  organs.  These  would  range  in 
size  from  three  ranks  to  eight  ranks.  With 
ALL  Wurlitzer  piano  console  styles 
lumped  together,  this  totals  around  507  or¬ 
gans  or  nearly  1/4  of  Wurlitzer's  total  the¬ 
atre  organ  output  of  2238.  It  is  very  likely 
these  little  organs  were  the  units  most  fa¬ 
miliar  to  the  average  movie/ vaudeville 
patron.  Fewer  than  six  of  these  organs  (of 
all  styles)  are  known  to  exist  in  late  1999. 

As  a  kid,  the  late  Richard  S.  Villemin 
fondly  remembered  hearing  the  style  YO 
two-rank  Wurlitzer  photo-player  in  the 
Porterville,  California,  Crystal  Theatre. 
While  there  was  a  human  who  hand-played 
the  little  machine,  the  fun  was  to  hear  the 
rolls  played  during  the  evening's  "big 
show."  Of  course  the  Wurlitzer  tubular 
pneumatic  photo-players  are  not  included 
in  the  electropneumatic  instrument  list  of 
2238  organs.  Many  Wurlitzer  photo-players 
also  were  scaled  to  play  Concert 
PianOrchestra  rolls,  as  were  some  designed 
to  only  play  home  player  piano  style  88- 
note  rolls.  The  editor  owns  such  an  instru¬ 
ment. 

The  incredible  rolls  scaled  by  Gustav 
Bruder  (Weber  Maesto)  must  be  heard  to 
be  believed.  The  Wurlitzer  heard  on  this 
CD  set  more  than  admirably  handles  the 
music  it  is  fabulous!  If  you  love 
orchestrion  music,  this  is  for  you!  Do  not 
expect  to  hear  any  sugary  tibias.  Hearing 
the  fun  Wurlitzer  PianOrchestra  rolls  will 
pick  a  person  out  of  the  dumps  very  fast; 
It  is  very  jolly  music.  The  more  serious 
Wurlitzer  concert  Organ  rolls  are  a  won¬ 
derful  window  to  the  past  with  these  now 
extremely  rare  machines. 

Toni  DeLay,  Editor 
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An  arcane,  but  fascinating 
inquiry  into  counterstamped 
coins.  If  you  buy  this  book  and 
don't  enjoy  it,  let  Dave  know' 
within  30  days,  a  refund  will  be 
sent,  and  you  can  keep  the  book 
free!  224  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-422. 
List  $49.95 


Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr. 

King  of  Coins 
By  Q.  David  Bowers 

A  wonderful  book  chroni¬ 
cling  the  life  of  this  magnificent 
collectorand  hisfascinatingcol- 
lection  which,  when  sold,  real¬ 
ized  $44  million!  176  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated.  Second  printing. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-146A. 
List  $62.50 
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Walter  Breen's  Complete 
Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  and 
Colonial  Coins 

The  master  source,  the  foun¬ 
tainhead  of  information  gath¬ 
ered  over  a  long  period  of  years 
by  one  of  America's  most  highly 
acclaimed  numismatic  re¬ 
searchers.  754  pages,  illustrated 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBR-764. 
List:  $115.00 


The  American  Numismatic 
Association  Anthology 
Edited  by  Carl  W.A.  Carlson  & 
Michael  Hodder 

A  companion  to  the  two- 
volume  ANA  History.  Special¬ 
ized  research  articles  bv  some 
of  the  hobby's  leading  figures. 
372  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BAN-711. 
List  $65.00 


If  your  book  order  totals  up  to  SI  OOin  list  prices,  take  a  1 0%  discount  off  the  entire  amount.  If  your  order  totals 
over  SI  take  a  20%  discount  (Discounts  do  not  apply  to  merchandise  already  offered  at  special  prices) 
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Standing  Liberty  Quarters 

By  /.H.  Cline 

A  comprehensive  guide  to 
this  popular  series  by  an  ac¬ 
knowledged  expert  (whose  ref¬ 
erence  collection  we  had  the 
honor  of  showcasing  at  auc¬ 
tion  a  few  years  ago).  175  pages, 
illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BCL-700. 

List  S24.95 
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these  great  books! 


The  Smart  Collector 
By  the  Editors  of  Coin  World 
A  handy  commentary.  Gen¬ 
eral  information  is  given  con¬ 
cerning  each  design,  followed 
by  "  What  Will  1 1  Cost?"  (a  com¬ 
mentary  on  the  cost  of  forming 
a  collection  of  the  specialty)  and 
"FastFacts"  (basic  information). 
254  pages,  illustrated. 
Softbound.  Stock  No.  BCW-700. 
List  $22.00 


The  Early  Coins  of  America 
By  Sylvester  S.  Crosby 

One  of  the  greatest  Ameri¬ 
can  numismatic  books,  this  vol¬ 
ume  appeared  in  1875  and  has 
never  been  superseded.  Stan¬ 
dard  reference  on  colonial,  state, 
and  early  American  coins.  378 
pages,  illustrated.  Durst  reprint. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BCR-271. 

List  $45.00 


America's  Money 
America's  Story 
By  Richard  Doty 

Experience  the  fascinating 
evolution  of  America's  mon¬ 
etary  system  from  one  of  the 
most  respected  numismatic 
scholars  in  the  world.  Book  of 
the  Year  at  the  1998  ANA  Con¬ 
vention.  244  pages,  illustrated. 
Softbound.  Stock  No.  BDO-500. 

List  $34.95 


The  Soho  Mint  &  the 
Industrialization  of  Money 
By  Dr.  Richard  Doty 

If  you  know  about  the 
Soho  Mint  then  this  book  is  a 
"must  have."  If  you  don't 
know  about  it,  that  is  all  the 
more  reason  to  order  a  copy! 
254  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BDO-505. 
List  $75.00 
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Complete  Guide  to 
Certified  Barber  Coinage 

By  David  and  john 
Feigenbaum 

An  in-depth  survey  of 
the  Mint  State  certified  coins 
of  all  three  Barber  series;  the 
dimes,  quarters,  and  half  dollars 
1892-1916. 160  pages,  illustrated. 
Softbound.  Stock  No.  BI.A-750. 

List  $35.00 


Ihe  (jimptrir  i.uUtr  to 

Certified  Barber  Coinage 
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Morgan  Dollar  Varieties: 


The  Top  100  Morgan  Dollar 
Varieties:  The  VAM  Keys 

By  Michael  S.  Fey,  Ph.D  and  »  The  VAM  Keys 

JeffOxman 

A  synopsis  of  the  top  100  most 
popular  Morgan  dollar  varieties. 

Excellent  for  those  who  wish  to 
"cherrypick"  for  valuable  die  vari¬ 
eties.  137  pages,  illustrated. 

Spiral  bound.  Stock  No.  BFE-300.  List  $24.95 
Leatherette.  Stock  No.  BFE-301.  List  $24.95 


Bill  Fivaz's  Counterfeit 
Detection  Guide 

By  Bill  Fivaz 

A  handy  pocket-sized  refer¬ 
ence,  designed  to  enable  you  to 
recognize  genuine  pieces,  with 
the  potential  to  save  (or  make) 
you  money  when  purchasing.  52 
pages,  illustrated. 

Spiral  bound.  Stock  No.  BFI-115. 

List  $10.00 


Cherrypickers'  Pocket  Guide, 
Top  150 

By  Bill  Fivaz  and  J.T.  Stanton 
The  150  most  interesting 
varieties  described  in  a  handy, 
spiral-bound  volume  that  will 
fit  in  a  coat  pocket.  220  pages, 
illustrated. 

Spiral  bound.  Stock  No.  BF1-114. 
List  $19.95 
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THE  CHERRYPICKERS'  POCKET  GUIDE 
TOF  150 


BY  FIVAZ  a  STANTOfl 


Helpful  Hints  For  Enjoying 
Coin  Collecting 

By  Bill  Fivaz 

Bill  shares  over  50  years  of 
experience,  providing  the 
reader  the  information,  advice, 
and  skills  needed  to  have  fun 
in  coin  collecting.  120  pages, 
illustrated. 

Spiral  bound.  Stock  No.  BF1-120. 
List  $15.95 


thi:  Authoritative 
Referfncf  on 
Three  Cent  Nickels 


The  Authoritative  Reference 
on  Three  Cent  Nickels 

By  Kevin  Flynn  and  Edward 
Fletcher 

The  only  reference  available 
dealing  solely  with  this  19th  cen¬ 
tury  denomination.  If  you  have 
even  one  nickel  three-cent  piece, 
this  book  will  aid  in  your  appre¬ 
ciation  of  it.  160  pages,  illustrated. 
Spiral  bound.  Stock  No.  BFL-300.  List  $37. 


95 


Treasure  Hunting 
Liberty  Head  Nickels 

By  Kevin  Flynn  and  Bill  Van 
Note 

This  book  will  make  attri¬ 
bution  of  your  Liberty  Head 
nickel  varieties  a  breeze!  130 
pages,  illustrated. 

Spiral  bound.  Stock  No.  BFL-301. 
List  $29.95 


Paper  Money  of  the  United 
States 

By  Robert  Friedberg 
With  additions  and  reinsions  by 
Ira  S.  and  Arthur  L.  Friedberg 
The  essential  work  for  any¬ 
one  interested  in  United  States 
currency. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BFR-105. 

List  $35.00 
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The  Complete  Guide  to 
Liberty  Seated  Dimes 
By  Brian  Greer 

A  must-have  volume  for 
anyone  interested  in  Liberty 
Seated  dimes.  Each  date  and 
mintmark  is  covered,  includ¬ 
ing  grading,  major  variety 
analysis,  history,  and  scarcity. 
Softbound.  Stock  No.  BGR-222. 
List  $36.95 


Bowers  and  Merena's  Little  Editions 

A  series  of  monographs 
on  a  variety  of  coin-related 
topics,  from  famous  figures 
to  studies  on  popular  series 
to  investigative  reports. 

A  Curious  Thievery  at  the 
Philadelphia  Mint 
By  A.L.  Drummond 
Stock  No.  BLE-501. 

List  $5.95 

A  Review  of  the  Com¬ 
memorative  Coin  Market 
By  Q.  David  Boivers 
Stock  No.  BLE-502. 

List  $5.95 

The  Curious  Case  of  the 
Coin  Collectors  Kline 
By  Dr.  Joel  ].  Orosz,  NLG 
Stock  No.  BLE-503. 

List  $5.95 

Woodward's  Sale  of  the 
John  F.  McCoy  Collection 
By  Q.  David  Bowers 
Stock  No.  BLE-504. 

List  $5.95 
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A  Basic  Glide  to  United 
States  Commemorative  Coins 
fly  Michael  J.  Hodder  and  Q. 
Dai’id  Bowers 

A  fact-filled  action  guide  to 
commemorative  coins.  165 
pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-309. 

List  S14.95 


Guide  l°  li.S. 
Commemorative 
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Michael  J.  Hodder 
Q  David  Bowers 


The  Norweb  Collection: 

An  American  Legacy 
By  Michael  J.  Hodder 
&  Q.  David  Bowers 

The  story  of  the  Norweb 
Collection,  and  its  formation 
over  several  generations.  288 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-145. 
List  $29.95 


Investing,  Collecting  & 

Imrslitl*.  C‘4kvtijljr  &  Trfelin* 
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Trading  in  Certified 

.  Certified, 
Commemoratros 

CoMMEMORATIVES 

By  Harry  Laibstaip 

A  guide  to  market  avail¬ 

9  a*- 

ability  of  various  issues  in  vari¬ 

ous  grades. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BLA-851A. 
List  $50.00 

The  Complete  Guide  to 
Lincoln  Cents 
By  David  Lange 

Everything  you  need  to 
know  about  this  series.  Highly 
acclaimed  and  with  enough 
information  for  two  books!  392 
pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BLA-107. 
List  $43.95 
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The  Complete  Guide  to 
Barber  Quarters 

By  David  Lawrence 

An  passport  for  collecting 
and  enjoying  the  series.  How  rare 
is  it?  What  are  sonrfe  of  the  char¬ 
acteristics  of  the  obverse  and  re¬ 
verse  die?  These  questions  and 
more  are  answered  in  this  guide. 
Softbound.  Stock  No.  BLA-109. 

List  $29.95 

Longacre's  Two-Cent  Piece: 
1864  Attribution  Guide 
By  Frank  Leone 

Every  idiosyncracy  of  the 
two-cent  piece  has  been  stud  ied 
by  this  well-known  author.  Of¬ 
fers  hours  of  enjoyment  attrib¬ 
uting  your  collection.  248  pages. 
Spiralbound.  Stock  No.  BI.E-440. 
List  $24.95 


BARBER 

QUARTERS 


Federal  Half  Dimes  1792-1837 

By  Russell  J.  Logan  and  John  W. 
McCloskey 

A  great  new  reference  by 
two  of  numismatics'  most  ac¬ 
complished  authors  packed 
with  information  on  this  obscure 
but  fascinating  series.  293  pages, 
illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BRL-100. 

List  $75.00 


Federal 
Half  Dimes 
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Rare  Coin  Review  1969-1994: 
An  Annotated  Index  of  the 
First  100  Issues 

By  Ken  Lowe 

A  collector's  guide  to  the 
title  subject.  (Thanks,  Ken,  for 
writing  this!)  93  pages. 
Softbound.  Stock  No.  BMT-100. 
List  $19.95 


Mason's  Stamp  &  Coin 
Collector's  Magazine 
First  ever  reprint  of  the 
periodicals  of  E.  Locke  Ma¬ 
son,  rare  coin  dealer  of  Phila¬ 
delphia  and  Boston  in  the 
19th  century.  Great  reading 
for  the  numismatic  buff. 
Hardbound  — 3  Volumes. 

Stock  No.  BMA-600. 

List  $240.00 


Mason's 

The  Later 

Stamp  &  Coin 

Publications  ol 

Collector's 

Locke  Mason 

Magazine 

The  Half  Cent  Die  State 
Book  1793-1857 

By  Ronald  P.  Manley ,  PhD. 

A  comprehensive  study 
of  half  cent  die  varieties  dis¬ 
cussing  identification,  chro¬ 
nology,  and  rarity.  300  pages, 
illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BMA-850. 
List  $75.00 
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The  Gobrecht  Journal,  Collective 
Vol.4 

Edited  by  Dr.  John  W.  McCloskey 
A  collection  of  articles  from  re¬ 
cent  years  from  the  journal  of  the 
Liberty  Seated  Collectors  Club.  Full 
of  research  information,  market  data, 
collecting  insights,  and  more.  600 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BGO-300. 

List  $44.00 
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United  States  Copper  Cents 
1816-1857 

By  Howard  R.  Newcomb 

The  standard  reference 
book  on  die  varieties  of  copper 
cents  of  the  period.  312  pages, 
illustrated  with  line  cuts. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BNE-798. 
List  $50.00 


U.S.  Patterns  and  Related 
Issues 

By  Andrew  W.  Pollock  III 
Foreword  by  Q.  David  Bowers 
Standard  work  on  the  se¬ 
ries,  with  much  information, 
price  data,  etc.,  not  available  in 
any  other  volume.  Award  win¬ 
ner.  A  must  for  every  advanced 
library.  524  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.BPO-100.  List  $79.00 
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The  Early  Paper  Money  of 
America 

By  Eric  P.  Newman  « 

The  source  for  early 
American  paper  monev  col-  JpS|  jj^y 
lectors  including  comprehen-  § fjjjl. Mfv 
sive  information  on  everv  is-  " 
sue.  480  pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BNE-500. 

List  $75.00 


Early  Half  Dollar  Die 
Varieties  1794-1836 

By  Al  C.  Overton 
Edited  by  Don  Parsley 

The  standard  reference  on 
the  series,  a  "must-have"  book. 
Photographs  of  die  varieties  in¬ 
clude  new  discovery  pieces  en¬ 
larged  two  diameters.  710  pages. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BOV-100. 
List  $59.95 

United  States  Clad  Coinage 
By  Ginger  Rapsus 

This  interesting  study  dis¬ 
cusses  the  end  of  silver  coin¬ 
age,  the  composition  of  the  new 
clad  coins,  and  gives  mintage 
figures  for  all  issues  and  dates. 
174  pages,  illustrated. 
Softbound.  Stock  No.  BRA-511. 

List  $12.95 


Medallic  Portraits  of 
Washington 

By  Russell  Rulau  &  George  Fuld 
This  second  edition  covers 
Washington  coins,  medals,  to¬ 
kens,  plaques,  and  badges  issued 
from  1783  to  present,  with  pho¬ 
tos,  descriptions,  and  pricing  in 
three  grades.  432  pages,  ill 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  RRU-555. 

I  ist  $34.95 


!  clad  Coinage 


If  your  book  order  totals  up  to$1  OO  in  list  prices,  take  a  1 0%  discount  off  the  entire  amount.  If  your  order  totals 
over  SI  OO,  take  a  20%  discount  [Discounts  do  not  apply  to  merchandise  already  offered  at  special  prices). 
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Standard  Catalog  of  U.S. 
Tokens  1700-1900 

By  Russell  Rulau 

Contains  thousands  of 
listings  and  photographs,  rar¬ 
ity  ratings,  and  just  about  ev¬ 
erything  else  you  need  to 
know  to  buy,  sell,  collect,  en¬ 
joy,  and  appreciate  United 
States  tokens. 


Softbound.  Stock  No.  BRU-725.  List  $47.95 


Photograde 
By  fames  F.  Ruddy 

Designated  an  official  grad¬ 
ing  guide  by  the  ANA.  Tidbit: 
At  one  time  this  was  the  most- 
requested  book  in  the  Detroit 
Public  Library  system.  It  is  true! 
Now  in  its  18th  edition,  224 
pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BRU-414. 

List  $10.95 

Penny  Whimsy 
By  William  S.  Sheldon 

A  reprint  from  Lorraine 
Durst ,  the  first  in  the  American 
series  to  combine  detailed  nu¬ 
mismatic  die  descriptions  with 
history,  collecting  information, 
and  opinions,  a  delightful  mix¬ 
ture.  340  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BSH-100. 

List  $50.00 

U.S.  Error  Note  Encyclopedia 
By  Stephen  M.  Sullivan 

This  book  illustrates  many 
different  types  of  currency  er¬ 
rors.  A  great  guide  for  answer¬ 
ing  frequently  asked  questions 
about  currency  errors  and  giv¬ 
ing  a  view  of  market  values.  431 
pages,  illustrated. 

Spiral  bound.  Stock  No.  BSU-300. 
List  $32.00 
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Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  Silver 
&  Gold  Commemorative 
Coins  1892-1989 

By  Anthony  Swiatek  &  Walter 
Breen 

An  updated  version  of  this 
well-known  and  highly  re¬ 
garded  classic.  386  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BSW-742. 
List  $29.95 


The  Standard  Guide  to  the 
Lincoln  Cent 

By  Dr.  Sol  Taylor 

This  fourth  edition  is 
packed  with  new,  updated  in¬ 
formation  on  every  coin  in  the 
series.  Over  300  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BTA-404. 
List  $24.95 


Coin  Lore 
By  Gerald  Tebbens 

Collected  essays  by  this 
popular  Coin  Lore  columnist. 
Easy,  informative  reading  on 
about  as  many  various  sub¬ 
jects  as  there  are  chapters  in 
the  book:  42.  224  pages. 
Softbound.  Stock  No.  BTE-800. 

List  $22.00 


The  Complete  Guide  to 
Franklin  Half  Dollars 
By  Rick  Tomaska 

The  first  book  devoted 
solely  to  the  Franklin  half  dol¬ 
lar  series.  Includes  date-by-date 
analysis,  plus  grading  informa¬ 
tion,  rarity  estimates,  and  more. 

240  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BTO-100. 

List  $19.95 

Official  Guide  to  Coin  Grading  j 
and  Counterfeit  Detection 
Edited  by  Scott  A.  Travers 
Introduction  by  Q.  David  Bowers 
Explains  and  illustrates  the  stan¬ 
dards  for  grading  Mint  State  coins,  I 
plus  information  on  counterfeits,  i 
forgery,  cleaning,  and  more.  324 
pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BRH-200. 

List  $29.95 

Scott  Travers'  Top  88  Coins 
Over  $100 

Foreword  by  Q.  David  Bowers 
This  book  draws  a  roadmap 
detailing  both  the  hits  and  the 
misses  — the  coins  that,  in  his 
opinion,  represent  good  values 
or  that  you  should  steer  clear  of. 
134  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BTR-950. 

List  $11.95 


Comprehensive  Catalog  and 
Encyclopedia  of  Morgan 
and  Peace  Dollars 
By  Leroy  C.  Van  Allen  & 

A.  George  Mallis 

A  brand  new  edition  of 
this  popular  book.  534  pages, 
illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BVA-710. 
List  $79.95 
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Something  Different! 

For  your  listening  pleasure  we  offer  you  An  Evening 
at  the  Home  of  Cecil  B.  DeMille,  a  two-CD  set  recorded  by 
joe  Cimino  featuring  melodies  on  the  "Mighty 
Wurlitzer"  theatre  pipe  organ.  Lean  back  in  your  favor¬ 
ite  chair,  close  your  eyes,  and  get  set  to  enjoy  old-time 
melodies,  including  several  performances  once  heard 
by  famous  film  producer  Cecil  B.  DeMille.  We  guaran¬ 
tee  you  the  best  part  of  two  hours  of  fun  and  enjoyment 
with  this  purchase. 

Stock  No.  BCD-1.  List  $24.95 
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Tm  Best  of  The  Washington 
Quarter  Doubled  Die  Varieties 
By  Jolm  A.  Wexler  &  Karin  Flynn 
Features  139  of  the  most  de¬ 
sirable  Washington  quarter 
doubled  dies  with  detailed  de¬ 
scriptions,  cross-reference  infor¬ 
mation,  values,  rarity,  and  more. 
186  pages,  illustrated. 
Spiralbound.  Stock  No.  BVVE-825. 
List  $39.95 
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Gold  Coins  of  the 
Dahlonega  Mint 
By  Douglas  Winter 

Focuses  on  gold  coins 
struck  at  the  Dahlonega  Mint, 
includingavailabilitv  and  com¬ 
mentary  related  to  striking  and 
die  characteristics.  250  pages, 
illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BVV1-818. 

List  $25.00 


Treasure  Hunting 
Mercury  Dimes 
By  John  A.  Wcxlcr  &  Karin  Flynn 
The  first  reference  available 
covering  a  sizable  number  of 
Mercury  dime  varieties.  Divided 
into  three  important  sections 
with  value  charts  for  all  varieties 
covered.  120  pages,  illustrated. 
Spiralbound.  Stock  No.  BFL-302. 

List  $29.95 


TREASURE' 

HUNTING 

!  Mercury  Dunes 


The  Kennedy  Half  Dollar 
Book 

By  James  Wiles,  PhD. 

Covers  hundreds  of  die  va¬ 
rieties,  including  repunched 
mintmarks,  die  modifications, 
major  die  breaks,  pricing  and 
rarity,  plus  helpful  hints  for 
cherrypicking.  316  pages,  ill. 
Spiralbound.  Stock  No.  BVVI-202. 
List  $40.00 


The  Washington  Quarter 
Dollar  Book:  An  Attribution 
and  Pricing  Guide 
By  James  Wiles,  Ph.D. 

An  must  for  the  specialist 
and  the  serious  or  beginning 
variety  collector.  Each  variety  is 
listed  with  all  you  need  for  en¬ 
joy  able  and  accura  te  a  ttri  bu  tion . 
240  pages,  illustrated. 
Spiralbound.  Stock  No.  BWI-400.  List 


$40.00 


Gold  Coins  of  the  Charlotte 
Mint 

By  Douglas  Winter 

A  new  edition  based  on  re¬ 
search  Doug  Winter  has  done 
since  the  first  edition  was  pub¬ 
lished.  Mintage,  rarity  ratings, 
strike  information,  surfaces,  lus¬ 
tre,  die  varieties,  and  more.  220 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BWI-819.  List  $35.00 


John  Reich 

a  numismatic  biography 
By  Steumrt  Witham 

An  illustrated  biography 
which  makes  John  Reich,  de¬ 
signer  of  the  1807  Capped  Bust 
coinage,  come  alive.  48  pages, 
illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BW1-900 
List  $12.95 


JOHANS  U  A  TTIlAl  A  REICH 

M m  Imh  m 

JOBS  MUCH 


h>  Stewart  Witham 


Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  Inc. 
P.O.  Box  1224 
Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 
Toll  Free:  1-800-458-4646 
In  New  Hampshire:  569-5095 
Fax:  1-603-569-5319 

Visit  us  on  the  worldwide  web  at 
www.bowersandmerena.com 


Terms  of  Sale 


1.  Any  item  can  be  reserved  by  telephone  Monday  through  Friday  8:30  a.m.  to 
5:00  p.m.  Call  our  Direct  Sales  Department— TOLL-FREE— at  800-222-5993. 
Nev\?  Hampshire  residents  use  our  regular  line  603-569-5095. 

2.  An  order  blank  has  been  provided  for  your  convenience.  Enclose  your 
remittance,  use  our  Collector's  Account,  or  use  Visa,  Mastercard,  Discover/ 
Novus  or  American  Express  (send  all  information  in  raised  print  on  your 
card  including  the  issuing  bank,  and  be  sure  to  sign  your  order).  Please  list 
alternate  choices,  if  possible  (these  will  only  be  used  if  your  first  choice  has 
been  sold  earlier). 

If  you  are  ordering  for  a  type  set,  just  put  "same  type"  for  your  second  choice. 
We  will  then  send  a  coin  of  the  same  design  type  and  of  equal  or  higher  grade 
and  value  if  your  first  choice  has  been  sold.  Please  add  $5  postage  and 
handling  for  all  orders  under  $500.  Orders  will  be  sent  insured,  either  through 
our  private  carrier  or  the  United  States  Post  Office. 

3.  Items  may  be  sent  on  open  account  if  credit  has  been  previously  established. 
Interest  will  be  charged  on  unpaid  accounts  at  the  rate  of  1  %  per  month  (12% 
per  annum)  after  30  days.  Layaways  are  available.  (Call  for  further  details.) 

4.  ORDER  IT  TODAY,  ENJOY  IT  TOMORROW:  Call  our  Direct  Sales  Dept, 
before  1  p.m.  Eastern  time.  Charge  your  order  to  Visa,  Mastercard,  Discover/ 
Novus  or  American  Express;  or  if  you  have  established  credit,  ask  for  the  coins 
on  approval.  We  will  need  your  street  address  (not  box  address)  for  Federal 
Express  delivery.  This  service  is  FREE  (on  request)  for  orders  of  $500  or  more; 
just  $10  for  orders  under  $500.  Ask  about  our  rates  for  express  book  shipping. 

5.  GUARANTEE:  Any  item  not  satisfactory  for  any  reason,  including  grading, 
may  be  returned  within  30  days  of  receipt  (coins  certified  by  ANACS,  PCGS, 
NGC,  etc.  have  a  return  privilege  of  seven  [7]  days).  Exceptions:  Bullion  coins, 
dealer-to-dealer  transactions,  convention  sales,  or  coins  for  which  the  price  is 
negotiated,  for  which  sales  are  final.  Coins  sent  in  sealed  holders  issued  by 
grading  services  must  be  returned  untampered  with  and  in  the  same  sealed 
holders  for  the  guarantee  to  be  effective. 

Grading  is  a  subjective  description  that  represents  the  opinion  of  the  cata¬ 
loguer  as  to  the  state  of  preservation  of  a  particular  item.  All  such  terms. 


including  adjectival  and  numerical  descriptions  of  coins  and  paper  money, 
are  the  opinion  of  the  cataloguer  and  are  not  an  attribution.  No  warranty, 
whether  expressed  or  implied,  is  made  with  respect  to  such  adjectival  or 
numerical  descriptions  which  can  and  do  vary'  among  experts.  Further,  the 
interpretation  of  various  published  standards  has  changed  over  a  period  of 
time.  How'ever,  it  has  been  our  experience  (dating  from  1953)  that  our 
conservative  grading  and  reasonable  prices  have  pleased  countless  thou¬ 
sands  of  discriminating  numismatists.  In  the  process  we  have  built  probably 
the  most  successful  rare  coin  dealership  in  the  world  today.  Certain  firm 
members  are  minor  stockholders  in  the  Collector's  Universe  (owners  of  PCGS). 

All  items  are  guaranteed  authentic  (any  coin  proved  to  be  otherwise  will  be 
accepted  for  a  refund  of  the  money  paid,  or  a  replacement,  at  our  option, 
without  further  liability). 

6.  Bow'ers  and  Merena  Galleries  and/or  staff  members  are  members  of  the 
Professional  Numismatists  Guild,  American  Numismatic  Association  (life 
members),  the  American  Numismatic  Society',  and  other  leading  numismatic 
organizations. 

Q.  David  Bowers  served  as  president  of  the  Professional  Numismatists  Guild 
1977-1979  and  president  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association  1983-1985. 
Ray  Merena  w'as  president  of  the  PNG,  1995-1997.  Other  staff  members  have 
likewise  been  active  in  the  numismatic  hobby  and  profession  for  many  years. 

7.  All  coins  are  kept  in  bank  vaults.  We  maintain  no  over-the-counter  facilities. 
We  do  attend  certain  conventions  and  are  pleased  to  meet  our  clients  in  person 
there.  We  are  as  close  as  your  telephone  or  mailbox  and  invite  your  inquiries 
on  any  numismatic  subject  of  interest  to  you. 

8.  As  the  future  is  unknown,  no  guarantee,  implicit  or  expressed,  is  made 
concerning  the  investment  performance,  quality,  or  merchantability’  of  any 
coin,  or  its  price  in  the  future.  Market  prices  are  determined  by  supplv  and 
demand.  Moreover,  grading  interpretations  may  change  oxer  a  period  ot 
time.  It  is  possible  for  prices  to  go  down  as  well  as  up. 

9.  All  transactions  are  deemed  to  take  place  in  New  Hampshire  as  the  place  ot 
venue,  under  Carroll  County  and  New  Hampshire  State  laws 

10.  This  catalogue  supersedes  all  previous  prices  and  special  offers  While  we 
have  made  an  effort  to  avoid  ty  pographical  errors,  we  cannot  be  responsible 
for  errors  which  may  occur 
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Thinking  of  Selling?  Bowers  and  Merena’s  SPECTACULAR 


Can  Realize  Top  Market  Prices  for  You 


We  invite  you  to  be  a  part  of  our  spectacular  auction 
season  for  2000. .  .and  especially  hope  you  will  join  us 
in  the  ANA  Sale  of  the  Millennium,  August  9-12,  in 
Philadelphia.  When  it  comes  time  to  sell,  let  Bowers 
and  Merenas  expertise  go  to  work  for  you!  Whether 
your  collection  is  worth  several  thousand  dollars  or 
several  million  dollars,  the  same  quality  of  presenta¬ 
tion  and  numismatic  expertise  that  characterized  our 
past  record-breaking  sales  will  showcase  your  coins, 
sets,  or  entire  collection.  Over  the  years  we  have  sold 
hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars’  worth  of  coins,  paper 
money,  and  other  numismatic  items  for  tens  of  thou¬ 
sands  of  consignors,  ranging  from  museums,  govern¬ 
ment  agencies,  and  institutions  to  private  collectors. 

Consigning  is  easy  and  generous  cash  advances  are 
available  instantly  upon  receipt  of  your  consignment. 
Simply  call  John  Pack,  our  auction  director  at  1-800- 
458-4646,  for  complete  details,  including  our  low 
commission  rates.  It  may  well  be  the  most  financially 
rewarding  decision  you  have  ever  made! 


•  The  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.  Collection 

•  The  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.  Collection 

•  The  Walter  H.  Childs  Collection 

•  The  Norweb  Collection 

•  The  Garrett  Collection 

on  behalf  of  The  Johns  Hopkins  University 

•  The  Virgil  M.  Brand  Collection 

via  the  Morgan  Guaranty  Trust  Company 

•  The  Boys  Town  Collection 

•  The  Massachusetts  Historical  Society 

•  The  Connecticut  State  Historical  Society 

•  And  many,  many  more!!! 


We  sold  the  Walter  H.  Childs  Collection  specimen  of  the  1804  Draped  Bust 
silver  dollar  for  $4,140,000,  the  highest  price  paid  at  auction  for  any  rare  coin. 


Our  Upcoming  Sales. . . 

March  23-25,  2000  •  Baltimore,  Maryland 

(with  the  Suburban  Washington/Baltimore  Convention) 

May  25-26,  2000  •  New  York  City,  New  York 

The  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.  Collection  -  Part  III 

June  23-24,  2000  •  Chicago,  Illinois 

(with  the  MidAmerica  Coin  Expo) 

Now  accepting  consignments 

August  9-12,  2000  •  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania 

The  American  Numismatic  Association  Sale  of  the  Millennium 
Now  accepting  consignments 

October  26-28,  2000  •  Baltimore,  Maryland 

(with  the  Suburban  Washington/Baltimore  Convention) 

Now  accepting  consignments 

November  20-21,  2000  •  New  York  City,  New  York 

The  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.,  Collection  -  Part  IV 

Plan  to  participate  in  our  upcoming  January  Rarities  Sales  for  the  next  several  years 
January  2-3,  2001;  January  8-9,  2002;  January  7-8,  2003;  January  6-7,  2004 


>-• 


We  have  also  sold  the  second  and  third  most  valuable  rare  coins  at 
auction:  the  1 804  Draped  Bust  silver  dollar  for  $1,81  5,000  and  a  1 9 1 3 
Liberty  Head  nickel  for  $1,485,000,  both  from  the  collection  of  Louis 
E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.  In  fact,  of  the  top  1 0  prices  realized  for  individual  U.S. 
coins  sold  at  public  auction,  we  sold  six  of  them. 


Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena 


Box  1224  •  Wolfeboro,  New  Hampshire  03894 
800-458-4646  •  In  NH:  569-5095  •  Fax:  603-569-5319 

www.bowersandmerena.com  •  email:  auction@bowersandmerena.com 


Toll-free:  800-222-5993  •  In  NH:  569-5095  •  FAX:  603-569-5319 

www.bowersandmerena.com  •  e-mail:  directsales@bowersandmerena.com 


